GOOD MORNING!!  Welcome to this reading through of the epistle to the Romans!!  I am reading through this letter of Paul’s with Bishop Emeritus Virgil Moyer and Pastor Lou Smith.

I am also reading Martin Luther’s commentary on this epistle as well.

In his “Preface to the Epistle of St. Paul to the Romans” Luther writes:


“This epistle is really the chief part of the New Testament, and is truly the purest gospel. It is worthy not only that every Christian should know it word for word, by heart, but also that he/she should occupy himself/herself with it every day, as the daily bread of the soul. We can never read it or ponder over it too much; for the more we deal with it, the more precious it becomes and the better it tastes.”

If you know of others who might enjoy a study coming to them at home or the office, just get them to contact Debbie Worley at worley@roanoke.edu.

(TEXT FOR TODAY: ROMANS 3:27-31)

ROMANS 3:  27 Then what becomes of boasting? It is excluded. By what law? By that of works? No, but by the law of faith. 28 For we hold that a person is justified by faith apart from works prescribed by the law. 29 Or is God the God of Jews only? Is he not the God of Gentiles also? Yes, of Gentiles also, 30 since God is one; and he will justify the circumcised on the ground of faith and the uncircumcised through that same faith. 31 Do we then overthrow the law by this faith? By no means! On the contrary, we uphold the law. 



PRAYER FOR TODAY: Lord Jesus, I begin this day thankful for the gift of 
faith. I am grateful for the Lutheran tradition and its theology, for those 
who have shared the faith with me, for the faithful preaching and sacraments 
of baptism and Holy Communion, for the gift of the community of the Church. 
Yet, let me hear in them your seeking to draw the whole world into a living 
relationship with you, the crucified and risen Lord! Do not let me use the 
tradition of the Church as a means to separate myself from the world, but the 
very Word that sends me into the world in Your Name. May I share this day 
what your Lordship means for my life with another and to share what your 
Lordship means for their life as well. Send me as your ambassador this day to 
_______. Hear my prayers this day for ______________. May what I say and do 
this day be done for your glory and as your ambassador. Amen.

(For those who have the time and desire to read onJ) 

27 "Then what becomes of boasting? It is excluded. By what Law? By that of 
works? No, but by the law of faith." (Wright: The revelation of God's 
righteousness in Jesus' death shuts out once for all any suggestion that 
there might be a special status, a 'favored nation clause,' for ethnic 
Israel….A crucified Messiah is either an impossibility (as Paul would have 
said before his conversion) or it must spell the end of Israel's ethnic 
'boast.'…The torah is to be fulfilled through faith; in other words, where 
someone believes the gospel, there Torah is in fact being fulfilled."

Martin Luther: "Hence we must note, as we have said above in quoting blessed 
Augustine, that 'the principle of works says: 'Do what I command' but the 
principle of faith say: 'Give what You command.'" And thus the people of the 
Law say to the Law and to God, who speaks in the Law: 'I have done what Thou 
hast commanded, it is done as Thou hast ordered." But the people of faith 
say: "I cannot do, I have not done, but give me what Thou commandest; I have 
not done it, but I desire to do it. And because I cannot, I beg and beseech 
of Thee the power whereby I may do it." And thus the former is made proud and 
boastful, and the latter humble and vile in his own eyes. And thus there is a 
very real difference between these classes of people, because the one say, "I 
have done it," and the other say, " I beg that I might be empowered to do it" 
; the one says: "Command what Thou dost wish, and I will do it," the other 
says: "Give what Thou hast commanded in order that I may do it"; the one is 
confident in the righteousness which he already possesses, the other prays 
for the righteousness which he hopes to acquire.
For this reason the whole life of the new people, the faithful people, 
the spiritual people, is nothing else but prayer, seeking, and begging by the 
sighing of the heart, the voice of their works, and the labor of their 
bodies, always seeking and striving to be made righteous, even to the hour of 
death, never standing still, never possessing, never in any work putting an 
end to the achievement of righteousness, but always awaiting it as something 
which still dwells beyond them, and always as people who still live and exist 
in their sins….
There is a difference, therefore, between sinners and sinners. Some are 
sinners and confess that they have sinned, but they do not desire to be made 
righteous; instead, they despair and keep on sinning, so that in death they 
despair and in life they are slaves to the world. Others, however, are 
sinners and confess that they sin and have sinned, but they grieve about it 
and hate themselves for it and desire to be made righteous and constantly 
pray and cry to God for righteousness. These are the people of God, who bear 
the judgment of the cross like a yoke upon their shoulders.
In the same way there is also a difference between the righteous and the 
righteous. For some affirm that they are righteous and do not care to be 
justified, but rather they expect to be rewarded and crowned as kings. Others 
deny that they are righteous and fear condemnation and desire to be 
justified.")
28 For we hold that a person is justified by faith apart from works 
prescribed by the law.

("For we reckon/consider/claim that a person is made right/put into a right 
relationship with God apart from works of the Law.")

29 "Or is God the God of Jews only? Is he not the God of Gentiles also? Yes, 
of Gentiles also," 

30 "since God is one; and he will justify the circumcised on the ground of 
faith and the uncircumcised through that same faith."

(Wright: "Paul now explicitly draws the conclusion: God will justify 
circumcised and uncircumcised alike, on the basis of faith. That is, God will 
declare that wherever this faith is found, the believer is a true member of 
the covenant family.")

31 "Do we then overthrow the law by this faith? By no means! On the contrary, 
we uphold the law".

("Then is the Law rendered ineffective/cancelled/abolished/destroyed/done 
away with because of this faith?" NO! The Law is upheld!"

Wright: "…the only thing united Christians is there faith in the God made 
known in Jesus Christ….When we arrive at 14:1-15:13, the final great climax 
of the letter, we will discover that justification by faith, as expounded in 
chap. 3, is designed to result in 'fellowship by faith,' in which different 
culture, different ways of doing things, respect and celebrate one another's 
practices within the fellowships of the one Lord, worshiping the one God….for 
Paul it was precisely part of the essence of the gospel, of the revelation of 
God's impartial saving justice in Jesus, that Jews and Greeks belonged 
together in God's family and should learn to work that out in practice."



