GOOD MORNING!!  Welcome to this reading through of the epistle to the Romans!!  I am reading through this letter of Paul’s with Bishop Emeritus Virgil Moyer and Pastor Lou Smith.

I am also reading Martin Luther’s commentary on this epistle as well.

In his “Preface to the Epistle of St. Paul to the Romans” Luther writes:


“This epistle is really the chief part of the New Testament, and is truly the purest gospel. It is worthy not only that every Christian should know it word for word, by heart, but also that he/she should occupy himself/herself with it every day, as the daily bread of the soul. We can never read it or ponder over it too much; for the more we deal with it, the more precious it becomes and the better it tastes.”

If you know of others who might enjoy a study coming to them at home or the office, just get them to contact Debbie Worley at worley@roanoke.edu.

(TEXT FOR TODAY: ROMANS 4:1-8)

(Romans 4) What then are we to say was gained by Abraham, our ancestor according to the flesh? 2 For if Abraham was justified by works, he has something to boast about, but not before God. 3 For what does the scripture say? "Abraham believed God, and it was reckoned to him as righteousness." 4 Now to one who works, wages are not reckoned as a gift but as something due. 5 But to one who without works trusts him who justifies the ungodly, such faith is reckoned as righteousness. 6 So also David speaks of the blessedness of those to whom God reckons righteousness apart from works: 7 "Blessed are those whose iniquities are forgiven, and whose sins are covered; 8 blessed is the one against whom the Lord will not reckon sin."

PRAYER FOR TODAY: Lord Jesus, father Abraham was able in trust to follow a 
calling of God. In the midst of hardships, famine, and childlessness, Abraham 
trusted that God would fulfill the promises made. Abraham lived in trusting 
in the covenant God made for him. Help me this day to live in the covenant of 
my baptism that God made for me. Send your Holy Spirit to create a new spirit 
within me that will believe that God is true to the promises made through 
Jesus Christ for me. Life is not easy, and I am often faced with perilous 
decisions and very difficult crises. I ask your guidance today as I consider 
____________________. Help me to trust in the means of grace and in your 
promises. I believe; help my unbelief! Send me as your ambassador this day to 
my home and workplace. Hear my prayers for _____________________. Amen.

(For those who have the time and desire to read onJ)

Paul now establishes Abraham as the father of faithfulness. It is not by what 
we do, it is in whom we place our trust. In the midst of an uncertain future 
in which Abraham, who is a man of nearly 100 years of age, still does not 
have a son. Yet he trusts in the promises and faithfulness of God. His trust 
in the faithfulness of the promises of God; his trust that God is faithful is 
"reckoned," "counted," "evaluated," "looked upon as" 
righteousness/faithfulness/in a right relationship with God. 
The argument moves us from trusting in what we are doing, to begin seeing 
righteousness as trusting in what God is doing for us and the whole world!

Luther writes, "God does not accept a person because of his works but the 
works because of the person, therefore the person before the works."

7 "Blessed are they whose iniquities are forgiven" (Luther: "The saints are 
always sinners in their own sight, and therefore always justified outwardly.
But the hypocrites are always righteous in their own sight, and thus 
always sinners outwardly….
Note that every saint is a sinner and prays for his sins. Thus the 
righteous man is in the first place his own accuser."

Luther: "We read in the stories of many of the saints that certain of their 
works or prayers were well regarded by God and commended to others for an 
example. And thus they were justified by works of this kind. I reply: A great 
argument, for it both sets forth a glaring error and makes clearer a useful 
understanding of what we have been saying up to this point. The error is 
committed by those who immediately want to imitate with their presumed powers 
all of those things that have been well regarded by God (the holy actions of 
the saints) and thus want to be so regarded themselves, because they are 
doing the same things as the saints to whom works have been reckoned as 
righteous. This is merely seeking a righteousness of works and in no way an 
imitation of the saints (the saints' ardent faith in God!), but rather a 
perversion of their example For those saints to whom these works were 
reckoned for righteousness and commended as an example surely did not do them 
in order that they might be so reckoned; indeed; they were entirely ignorant 
that they were reckoned righteous by God, but did what they could do in their 
humble faith, always praying that their works might be pleasing to God 
according to His mercy…But you stupid perverter, you first begin with the 
works (copying the works as if the works themselves are holy!) which have 
been reckoned, ignoring the inner groaning by which you were already reckoned 
as righteous, just as the saints were."


