GOOD MORNING!!  Welcome to this reading through of the epistle to the Romans!!  I am reading through this letter of Paul’s with Bishop Emeritus Virgil Moyer and Pastor Lou Smith.

I am also reading Martin Luther’s commentary on this epistle as well.

In his “Preface to the Epistle of St. Paul to the Romans” Luther writes:


“This epistle is really the chief part of the New Testament, and is truly the purest gospel. It is worthy not only that every Christian should know it word for word, by heart, but also that he/she should occupy himself/herself with it every day, as the daily bread of the soul. We can never read it or ponder over it too much; for the more we deal with it, the more precious it becomes and the better it tastes.”

If you know of others who might enjoy a study coming to them at home or the office, just get them to contact Debbie Worley at worley@roanoke.edu.

(TEXT FOR TODAY: ROMANS 4:13-16)

(Romans 4) 13 For the promise that he would inherit the world did not come to Abraham or to his descendants through the law but through the righteousness of faith. 14 If it is the adherents of the law who are to be the heirs, faith is null and the promise is void. 15 For the law brings wrath; but where there is no law, neither is there violation. 16 For this reason it depends on faith, in order that the promise may rest on grace and be guaranteed to all his descendants, not only to the adherents of the law but also to those who share the faith of Abraham (for he is the father of all of us,

PRAYER FOR TODAY: Lord Jesus, I live this day dependent upon your promise. 
Help me to live upon your promise as the Lord of my life. Do not let me trust 
in the goodness or rightness of my life, but help me to trust in the goodness 
and rightness of your life. Let me not look to my "good deeds" but rather to 
look upon your manger, cross, and empty tomb as promises of how deeply you 
come for me, how far you go for me, how powerfully you act for me. All this 
is for me. All this is for my neighbor as well. Send me now as an ambassador 
to these you love as much as me. Hear my prayers this day for 
_______________. Amen.

(For those who have the time and desire to read onJ)

13 "For the promise that he would inherit the world did not come to Abraham 
or to his descendents through the law but through the righteousness of faith."

(I prefer-"For NOT on account of the Law [did] the promise [come] to Abraham 
and his seed, of his inheriting the world, but on account of the 
righteousness of faith!" And whose righteousness of faith? Abraham's, no, I 
think it has to do with righteousness of the faithfulness of God TO Abraham. 
What is coming in this verse PRIMARILY is the PROMISE! These verses are very 
similar to Galatians 3:18 "For if the inheritance comes from the law; it no 
longer comes from the promise; but God granted it to Abraham through the 
promise." Now I don't believe any Biblical scholar would agree with this, but 
the Greek form of "faith" is the same form used back in 1:17 where "the 
righteousness of God is revealed through faith for faith." "Jesus' faith" for 
"our faith." So far, through this letter, when this Greek form shows up it 
has to do with the Jesus' faith or God's faithfulness. So Abraham's promise 
and Abraham's faith is on account of the faithfulness of God in the first 
place! Let's try to translate this verse one more time, "On account of God's 
faithfulness, and NOT on account of the Law, the promise came to Abraham and 
his seed about inheriting the world."

God is doing God's thing, making God's promise happen in Abraham's life 
and in our lives. Psalm 30 will say, "By your favor you had already 
established me as a strong mountain. Then you hid your face and I was 
terrified." By the favor/grace of God, God is establishing Abraham through 
God's promise to be the blessing for all nations.

Once I had been born, suckled, kept alive, fed, nurtured, loved, 
cherished until I was able to form sentences, it did me little good at the 
age of ten to say, "I have decided to be your child." I lived by the promise 
of my parents to care for me and to raise me in the faith. Abraham lives by a 
promise; the promise draws him forth with hope and a foundation for his 
living, and a vision for his living.

Okay, I'm a little wordy here!)

14 "If it is the adherents of the law who are to be the heirs, faith is null 
and the promise is void." (I prefer, "For if they are inheriting from the 
Law, it empties faith and overcomes the promise!" If I am saved by MY DOING 
the Law, then I simply saved myself! If it is something I must do, and I do 
it, then it really boils down to me doing it! But then…..how can I be sure 
that I have done it and done it well enough? That is just half of this verse. 
See, if it is up to me I don't really need God, and that is what empties 
God's faithfulness and overcomes the promise of God! Then it's not up to 
God's faithfulness….it is up to MY faithfulness!!! The promise though is that 
GOD is faithful! God can be counted on! God will do whatever is necessary for 
my salvation! God will do enough! Then I live by the promise of God and I 
live by the faithfulness of God, and NOT by my faithfulness.

15 "For the Law brings wrath; but where there is no law, neither is there 
violation." (If it is up to me to earn my salvation by doing the works of the 
Law, then I constantly see where the impurity of my thoughts, desires, 
impulses, actions, and words are FAR from perfect and fall far short of the 
glory of God. What I deserve is not the glory of God but God's wrath for my 
failing to live up to God's glory. But where it depends upon the faithfulness 
of God and not my faithfulness, then I live upon the mercy and grace of God, 
I live upon the righteousness of God and not my righteousness. Now there is 
no violation! Now I live for God's glory and not my righteousness; now for 
God's kingdom and not my self-glorification.)

16"For this reason it depends on faith, in order that the promise may rest on 
grace and be guaranteed to all his descendants, not only to the adherents of 
the law but also to those who share the faith of Abraham (For he is the 
father of all of us)." (It depends on faith-and there is that Greek form 
again! It depends on the faithfulness of God in order that the promise may 
rest on the grace of God and therefore be guaranteed!
We spend so much of our time making things depend on us, but Paul and 
Martin Luther are seeking to proclaim that it is 100% dependent upon God! It 
is not our promise to be good, it is God's promise to be God for us, to 
rescue us, to deliver us. The "therefore" to responding to this promise is 
going to come, but that is at chapter 12:1!!!!!! We still have chapters to go 
to talk about this relentless God who will overcome all the powers [Wrath, 
Sin, Evil, Law, Death] that would separate us from God's love, who will 
nevertheless fulfill the promise that nothing shall separate us from the love 
of God in Christ Jesus!
There are so many things in this world that can cause us to believe that 
God is NOT for us, and so many ways we try to guarantee our safety, security, 
well-being while knowing how vulnerable we always are. For all of us, it is 
just a matter of time. The next crisis is but a short time away. Paul spends 
chapters now describing a God who is for us, who truly wants us, who will not 
let powers of this world ultimately separate us from God, but rather have 
them become but events that can return us to the Christ who is the door to 
God's eternal life. It is not up to our faithfulness; it is up to God's 
faithfulness. Not upon my righteousness, but God's righteousness. Not my 
promise; God's promise. Not my obedience; Christ's obedience even to the 
point of death on a cross.
That is what I live upon. That is solid, eternal, unshaking, never dying, 
ever constant, both now and evermore!!!)


