GOOD MORNING!!  Welcome to this reading through of the epistle to the Romans!!  I am reading through this letter of Paul’s with Bishop Emeritus Virgil Moyer and Pastor Lou Smith.

I am also reading Martin Luther’s commentary on this epistle as well.

In his “Preface to the Epistle of St. Paul to the Romans” Luther writes:


“This epistle is really the chief part of the New Testament, and is truly the purest gospel. It is worthy not only that every Christian should know it word for word, by heart, but also that he/she should occupy himself/herself with it every day, as the daily bread of the soul. We can never read it or ponder over it too much; for the more we deal with it, the more precious it becomes and the better it tastes.”

If you know of others who might enjoy a study coming to them at home or the office, just get them to contact Debbie Worley at worley@roanoke.edu.

(TEXT FOR TODAY: ROMANS 4:17)

(Romans 4:17)  as it is written, "I have made you the father of many nations")--in the presence of the God in whom he believed, who gives life to the dead and calls into existence the things that do not exist.

PRAYER FOR TODAY: Lord Jesus, I believe that you are indeed my Lord who 
makes alive, who calls what was not being into being! I was dead in my sin, 
but you called me into being and made me alive through my baptism! I was dead 
in my relationship with you, but you called me to your banqueting table and 
made me alive through your body and blood. My ears were closed and dead, but 
you made them alive through the proclaiming of your gospel. I begin this day 
as one who struggles with the coming day, with what faces me, with my doubts 
and fears, but I also begin this day as one called into being, as one 
reminded again of who makes alive. By your Holy Spirit create in me a clean 
heart; call me once again into being as your ambassador this day. Hear my 
prayer this day for __________________ and may all my words and actions be my 
offering of myself to you and your kingdom this day. Amen.

(For those who have the time and desire to read onJ)

What a wonderful verse to just let stand by itself and to meditate upon this 
day! "In the sight of/ in the presence of the God who makes/gives life to the 
dead and who calls what is not being into being."

I think of the gospel of John as well: 
"All things came into being through him and without him not one thing came 
into being that was coming into being." 1:3
"Indeed, just as the Father raises the dead and gives them life, so also the 
Son makes/gives life to whomever he wishes." 5:21
"When he had said this, he (Jesus) cried/called with a loud voice, 'Lazarus, 
come out!' The dead man came out." 11:43-44

I don't know what lies before you this day; I don't know what is on your 
plate. I don't know what kind of decisions need to be made or what is 
happening in your relationships. I don't know what you face today or how you 
feel about beginning this day.

But you start this day with this amazing Word from this letter of scripture. 
Our faith and our lives are built upon the promises of the God of Abraham who 
promised and delivered Isaac to a barren Sarah, who brought Joseph to life 
from barren Rachel and who lifted Joseph out of the pit, out of the prison to 
feed the world as second only to Pharoah, who called Moses into being from 
stuttering shepherd to deliverer of his people, who made the exiles buried in 
Babylon to return, who gave life to the stump of Jesse, who raised Jesus who 
had been crucified to new life. Our faith is upon a God who makes alive, who 
calls into being the things that are not.

And when you were dead in your sin, our God called you into being through 
the waters of your baptism making you alive by joining you to the death and 
life of Jesus Christ., feeding you with the body and blood of the crucified 
and risen Lord, making you alive through the proclaimed Word of promise that 
you are known, are well regarded, are favored, are God's child, and God's 
ambassador, God making his appeal through you and me! Through you and me God 
is seeking to make others alive and to call into being those people and 
things who are not yet alive!

This verse is about an active, enlivening Lord, a never finished with 
this world, a never ending Lord, a creating and redeeming Lord, an engaged 
and very present and involved Lord! It is a great verse of hope for our 
living this very day and our being involved with others this very day and our 
believing that our labor is not in vain this day!

Regardless of what comes this day, I place my hope and life upon the 
promises of God who makes alive and who calls what was not being into being


