GOOD MORNING!!  Welcome to this reading through of the epistle to the Romans!!  I am reading through this letter of Paul’s with Bishop Emeritus Virgil Moyer and Pastor Lou Smith.

I am also reading Martin Luther’s commentary on this epistle as well.

In his “Preface to the Epistle of St. Paul to the Romans” Luther writes:


“This epistle is really the chief part of the New Testament, and is truly the purest gospel. It is worthy not only that every Christian should know it word for word, by heart, but also that he/she should occupy himself/herself with it every day, as the daily bread of the soul. We can never read it or ponder over it too much; for the more we deal with it, the more precious it becomes and the better it tastes.”

If you know of others who might enjoy a study coming to them at home or the office, just get them to contact Debbie Worley at worley@roanoke.edu.

(TEXT FOR TODAY: ROMANS 4: 18-25)

(Romans 4)  18 Hoping against hope, he believed that he would become "the father of many nations," according to what was said, "So numerous shall your descendants be." 19 He did not weaken in faith when he considered his own body, which was already as good as dead (for he was about a hundred years old), or when he considered the barrenness of Sarah's womb. 20 No distrust made him waver concerning the promise of God, but he grew strong in his faith as he gave glory to God, 21 being fully convinced that God was able to do what he had promised. 22 Therefore his faith "was reckoned to him as righteousness." 23 Now the words, "it was reckoned to him," were written not for his sake alone, 24 but for ours also. It will be reckoned to us who believe in him who raised Jesus our Lord from the dead, 25 who was handed over to death for our trespasses and was raised for our justification. 


PRAYER FOR TODAY: Lord Jesus, there is much that is happening in my life and 
in the life of my family this day. There is much that is unsure, much beyond 
my control, much that is uncertain. I search for assurance and certainty and 
safety and security and meaning and purpose for my life this day and for my 
loved ones. Help me, like Abraham, to hope against hope, to hope in your 
trustworthiness that is beyond my reason but is a relationship built upon my 
being fully convinced not by my reason but by your Holy Spirit. Send your 
Spirit to create in me a new heart, a trusting heart, a heart fully convinced 
in your never failing love and in your trustworthy promise that nothing shall 
separate me or my loved ones from your love in Christ Jesus. Then send me as 
your ambassador. Hear my prayers this day for ____________________. To you be 
the glory O Crucified and Risen Lord! Amen.

(For those who have the time and desire to read onJ)

18 "Hoping against hope, he believed that he would become 'the father of many 
nations,' according to what was said, 'So numerous shall your descendants 
be.'"

(Hebrews 11:1 says, "Faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the 
certainty of things not seen." "hoping against hope" is the same idea of 
faith. It is not hoping in the "odds" of things unfolding as they should; it 
is hoping against all odds, against all reasonable hope. The hope of Abraham 
is in the promise of God despite what would seem reasonably hopeful-that a 
100 year old husband and a 90 year old wife should have enough descendents to 
bless all nations!
The hope of Abraham is in a God to provide in a way that only God can 
provide! It is beyond our ability to hope for it; it is done outside of us; 
it is done for us and to us. So the dead man, Abraham, and the dead womb of 
Sarah bring forth life because of the promise of God! So we are dead in our 
sin, but the external promise and life of the righteousness of God in Christ 
Jesus is done for us to give us life!
That God would choose to love me and to rescue me by sending the Son to 
die for me and to rise for me is to hope against all hope!

19"he did not weaken in faith when he considered his own body, which was 
already as good as dead (for he was about a hundred years old), or when he 
considered the barrenness of Sarah's womb." 

("He did not weaken in faith or his faith did not weaken considering his own 
body already dead [about 100 years old] and the death of Sarah's womb." Paul 
states the situation in stark imagery!! Walter Brueggemann in his commentary 
on Genesis speaks to how the Abraham narrative is a narrative that proclaims 
that "God provides." Abraham lives by a faith that God provides. When he on 
his way to sacrifice his son, Isaac, his son asks his father, "Where is the 
ram to sacrifice to God?" Abraham responds, "God will provide." And sure 
enough, at the climax of the story, God provides a ram caught in a bush!
The father of faith, Abraham, is one who lives in the faith of things yet 
unseen in a God Abraham believes will provide for him. A God who will be true 
to the promises made to Abraham. God is true to his promises. So with us too!)

20 "No distrust made him waver concerning the promise of God, but he grew 
strong in his faith as he gave glory to God, being fully convinced that God 
was able to do what he had promised."

("But the promise of God he did not consider unfaithful [the word for faith 
is 'pistis', the word here is 'apistis'-not faith/faithless/unfaith] but the 
faith growing strong gave glory to God" or "the unfaith did not 
hesitate/doubt the promise of God! But the faith grew strong giving glory to 
God! being fully convinced that the promise had the power/was able to do 
it!!" Two wonderful gifts of faith: 1-to give glory not to oneself but to 
God! 2-to be convinced that the God has the power/ability to fulfill the 
promises God makes! So in faith of the Father and in faithfulness for us our 
Lord lays down his glory to do the Father's will and trusts in the will of 
the Father that his death will not be in vain. He trusts in the promises of 
the Father and the power of the Holy Spirit. Therefore God has also exalted 
him and given him the Name that is above every name!
It is not only the faithfulness of Abraham; it is the faithfulness of God; it 
is the faithfulness of our Lord Jesus Christ for us!)

22 "Therefore his faith 'was reckoned to him as righteousness.'"

(It wasn't what Abraham 'did'; it was his "being fully convinced" (note that 
it is passive) that God was true and faithful and trustworthy that was 
considered righteous. There was a relationship of trust. I can talk about how 
much I trust my parents. In fact, I can tell you that I have been made fully 
convinced that my parents are absolutely trustworthy. 50 years worth of 
trustworthiness has made me fully convinced that I am ready to be in a 
relationship of trust today with them. Here Abraham is 'being fully 
convinced', a passive tense, so that he is being brought into this trust, is 
being established in this trust, is being made open and willing in this trust 
in promises of God yet to be fulfilled.)

23 "Now the words, 'it was reckoned to him,' were written not for his sake 
alone, 24 but for ours also. It will be reckoned to us who believe in him who 
raised Jesus our Lord from the dead," 

(Abraham is the example for us; he is the father of the faithful for us. As 
he 'was fully convinced' that God's promises are trustworthy, so are we 
inheritors of that trust in God's promises; as he was brought into that trust 
so are we! We who are as good as dead, who live by every gift of breath, gift 
of every second, gift of every blessing of who we are, what we have, gift of 
the gospel, gift of baptism, Holy Communion, forgiveness, proclaimed and 
shared faith of the gift of the community of the Church, the body of Christ, 
we too live as those who cry, "God will provide!" Whether ram in the bush 
(Genesis 22) or slain lamb on a cross, God will provide.)

25 "who was handed over to death for our trespasses and was raised for our 
justification."

(Remember back in chapter 1 where we had "handed over" three times to talk 
about what sin effected in our lives. Now the Son is 'handed over' because of 
the powerful deadly sin, but now how Jesus has been raised now for our 
justification. So in chapter 3 after all the discussion about Sin, BUT NOW! 
In chapter 3 it turns to justification and now begins the conversation about 
the new life of the justified in the chapters to come!
My life is lived in trust of the God who handed over Jesus for my 
justification, who raised Jesus from the dead so that I, joined to the life 
of Jesus, might trust in the promises of God for me and live to glorify the 
love and life of my Lord.)




____

