GOOD MORNING!!  Welcome to this reading through of the epistle to the Romans!!  I am reading through this letter of Paul’s with Bishop Emeritus Virgil Moyer and Pastor Lou Smith.

I am also reading Martin Luther’s commentary on this epistle as well.

In his “Preface to the Epistle of St. Paul to the Romans” Luther writes:


“This epistle is really the chief part of the New Testament, and is truly the purest gospel. It is worthy not only that every Christian should know it word for word, by heart, but also that he/she should occupy himself/herself with it every day, as the daily bread of the soul. We can never read it or ponder over it too much; for the more we deal with it, the more precious it becomes and the better it tastes.”

If you know of others who might enjoy a study coming to them at home or the office, just get them to contact Debbie Worley at worley@roanoke.edu.

(TEXT FOR TODAY:ROMANS 4:9-12)

9 Is this blessedness, then, pronounced only on the circumcised, or also on the uncircumcised? We say, "Faith was reckoned to Abraham as righteousness." 10 How then was it reckoned to him? Was it before or after he had been circumcised? It was not after, but before he was circumcised. 11 He received the sign of circumcision as a seal of the righteousness that he had by faith while he was still uncircumcised. The purpose was to make him the ancestor of all who believe without being circumcised and who thus have righteousness reckoned to them, 12 and likewise the ancestor of the circumcised who are not only circumcised but who also follow the example of the faith that our ancestor Abraham had before he was circumcised.

PRAYER FOR TODAY: Lord Jesus, I remember Abraham as the father of faith who 
trusted in you and lived his life believing that you would be true to your 
promises. I, too, am a father/mother of faith for my child. I too seek to 
trust in you; I, too, believe that you are true to your promises. I thank you 
for the promises I see already made in my baptism, that I have heard 
proclaimed in pulpit and received in bread and wine. Enable me now to be a 
source of blessing to my child, to my spouse, to my colleague, to my neighbor 
in what I say about you this day. Send me as your blessing, as your 
father/mother of the faith, as your ambassador. Hear my prayer this day for 
________________________. Amen.

(For those who have the time and desire to read onJ)

10 "It was not after but before he was circumcised." (This is the same 
argument that Paul has used already in his letter to the Galatians where the 
promise is given before the law-Galatians 3:15-18

Paul is saying that Abraham is the father of faith for both those who have 
been circumcised and those who are uncircumcised.

It is not the work of circumcision or the election through genetics, neither 
simply tradition or heritage; it is Abraham's faith in the trustworthiness of 
God. As chapter three has said, "But now apart from works the righteousness 
of God has been revealed-the righteousness of God through the faith of Jesus 
Christ."

We are called not to put much stock in ABRAHAM'S faith in the sense of his 
"doing something," but rather his trust that God would "do something" would 
act on his behalf true to God's Word. God did act on Abraham's behalf and now 
on behalf of all of Abraham's descendents. God has acted in truth for us all. 
God acted in sending Jesus Christ, the Son, through cross and empty tomb on 
our behalf. God in Christ has acted on our behalf; in truth God has been true 
to God's Word to save us through Jesus Christ.

In Christ, God has done the impossible. God has rescued us from the powers of 
sin, evil, and death so that they no longer have the final answer or outcome. 
We are now in Christ who is the final answer and whose Word gives the final 
judgment/answer for all things.

It all begins by God calling Abraham. Genesis 12:1 "Now the Lord said to 
Abraham, 'Go.'" Jesus' word to his disciples in Matthew 28 is "Go." Abraham 
is called to be a blessing for all the nations. Jesus sends his disciples in 
Matthew 28 to be a blessing for all the nations, to teach and baptize in the 
name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. God assures Abraham 
and Jesus assures his disciples, "I am with you always."

May I hear in these verses God's faithfulness to me this day; May I hear 
God's calling to me this day.)


