GOOD MORNING!!  Welcome to this reading through of the epistle to the Romans!!  I am reading through this letter of Paul’s with Bishop Emeritus Virgil Moyer and Pastor Lou Smith.

I am also reading Martin Luther’s commentary on this epistle as well.

In his “Preface to the Epistle of St. Paul to the Romans” Luther writes:


“This epistle is really the chief part of the New Testament, and is truly the purest gospel. It is worthy not only that every Christian should know it word for word, by heart, but also that he/she should occupy himself/herself with it every day, as the daily bread of the soul. We can never read it or ponder over it too much; for the more we deal with it, the more precious it becomes and the better it tastes.”

If you know of others who might enjoy a study coming to them at home or the office, just get them to contact Debbie Worley at worley@roanoke.edu.

(TEXT FOR TODAY:ROMANS 5:1-2)

(Romans 5) Therefore, since we are justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ, 2 through whom we have obtained access to this grace in which we stand; and we boast in our hope of sharing the glory of God.

PRAYER FOR TODAY: Lord Jesus, the day has just begun but already I have 
fallen short of your glory. I begin this day seeking to remember my baptism, 
the sign that you have rescued me once and for all and have given to me a 
sure sign that nothing will separate me from your everlasting love. Knowing I 
am yours can bring peace and establish me in the joy of knowing that you have 
given to me your kind favor and strong regard as your child. Forgive my 
seeking to live for my own glory, to make a name for myself, to live in fear, 
to live with me at the center and you on the fringe of my work, my schedule, 
my desires, my goals, my family. "My only glory may it be to glory in your 
Name this day." Help me to see this day that what I say and do may truly be 
done in praise of your Name and for the furthering of your kingdom. Let your 
will be done in me this day. Send me as your ambassador with a peace, a 
grace, a faith, and a hope to share with my colleagues, with my family, with 
my neighbor, to the one you send to me this day. Hear my prayers this day for 
_____________________. Amen.

(For those who have the time and desire to read onJ)

1 "Therefore, since we are justified by faith, we have peace with God through 
our Lord Jesus Christ," ("Justified from/by faith, then, peace we have from 
God through/on account of our Lord Jesus Christ"

This letter began, "Grace and peace to you from God our Father and the Lord 
Jesus Christ." 1:7. In 2:10, in the midst of talking about the judgment of 
God Paul writes that God will bring peace to everyone who does good, but in 
the conclusion to the section on the power of sin, 3:17 says, 'and the way of 
peace they have not known. There is no fear of God before their eyes."

BUT NOW (in 3:21) the righteousness of God has been disclosed apart from law 
in Jesus Christ for all who believe. Then follows the example of the 
justifying faith given to Abraham. "It is to prove AT THE PRESENT TIME! 
[RIGHT NOW!!!] that God proves himself to be righteous and that he justifies 
the one who has the faith of Jesus! [3:26].

Now 5:1 "Therefore! Since we are justified by the faith of Jesus, we have 
PEACE WITH GOD THROUGH OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST!!!

Peace comes through our Lord Jesus Christ. Remembering Paul to be a Jewish 
Pharisee there must be the idea of the Hebrew "shalom"/peace which means also 
"soundness/completeness/health/prosperity/wholeness/scontentment/security/peac

e". It means that all is well between God and you. You know that God is not 
against you but very much for you! Has sent his Son for you! Has come to 
rescue you!)

2 "through whom we have obtained access to this grace in which we stand; and 
we boast in our hope of sharing the glory of God." ("through whom we are 
brought to grace in which we are established; and we boast/praise upon/in our 
hope of the glory of God." It is through Jesus that we have peace with God; 
it is through Jesus that we have been brought into the favor of God so that 
we might live upon the hope of the glory of God.

The letter began, "Grace and peace to you from God our Father and the Lord 
Jesus Christ." Now after the long section on our sin and falling short 
[1:18-3:20] and the section on the righteousness of God, the faithfulness of 
God through Jesus Christ, [3:21-4:25], chapter 5 begins by telling us that 
through the justifying faithfulness of God in Jesus we have peace and have 
been brought into favor/grace with God.

Paul now says that we 'boast' in our hope of the glory of God. I remember 
that in the Hebrew language there is no word for "praise". There is, however, 
the verb to boast. In the Hebrew language there is the "piel" tense which is 
the "intensive" case. This tense is used to express something done to the nth 
degree. The verb "to boast" in the intensive case in Hebrew means "to 
praise". Perhaps the Hebrew faith believed that only God was worthy of being 
boasted of to the nth degree!

Paul is here NOT boasting about our faith, our peace, or our grace, but the 
faith, peace and faith that have been given to us, that we have been brought 
to, in which we are established, and it is upon them that our hope of the 
glory of God is based upon.

Now the NRSV has the Greek saying "our hope of sharing in the glory". The 
word "sharing" is not in the Greek. It simply is "our hope of the glory of 
God." Again I remember Psalm 115:1 "Not to us, not to us, O Lord, but to YOUR 
Name give glory for the sake of your steadfast love and faithfulness!" Here 
Paul is talking about the faith of God in Christ, the grace/favor, and the 
peace and our hope for the glory of God to happen. That seems awful close to 
the desire of the Psalmist as well!

To be at peace, to be established in the favor of God is to also desire for 
the shalom of God and the glory of God and the reign of God to be done. "Thy 
kingdom come, thy will be done!" My how my work becomes a ministry; how my 
conversations become holy opportunities; my common details have eternal 
purpose when they are done for the glory of God's will to be done through me. 
I see myself playing an ambassador role in an eternal sending and gameplan by 
a Lord who will most assuredly prevail over the powers of evil, sin, and 
death. But the ongoing struggle is all around me and is within me, but the 
promises of God for me and this world, like Abraham, are most sure and 
faithful, but yet to be fully done in my sight.

But God has acted on our behalf in Christ through the signs of our baptism, 
Holy Communion, forgiveness, and this very word to you right now! God is 
acting on you right now, calling you, "My beloved child", right now! So, 
therefore, we have peace, grace/favor, faith, hope, and long for the glory of 
God to happen in our world and our lives for the sake of the steadfast love 
and faithfulness of God to be lived up to God's Name!

Now verses 1 and 2 talk about the wonderful peace, grace, faith, and hope 
given to us. But watch now what lies before us and how we are described in 
the coming verses.)


