GOOD MORNING!!  Welcome to this reading through of the epistle to the Romans!!  I am reading through this letter of Paul’s with Bishop Emeritus Virgil Moyer and Pastor Lou Smith.

I am also reading Martin Luther’s commentary on this epistle as well.

In his “Preface to the Epistle of St. Paul to the Romans” Luther writes:


“This epistle is really the chief part of the New Testament, and is truly the purest gospel. It is worthy not only that every Christian should know it word for word, by heart, but also that he/she should occupy himself/herself with it every day, as the daily bread of the soul. We can never read it or ponder over it too much; for the more we deal with it, the more precious it becomes and the better it tastes.”

If you know of others who might enjoy a study coming to them at home or the office, just get them to contact Debbie Worley at worley@roanoke.edu.

(TEXT FOR TODAY: ROMANS 5: 17-21)

(Romans 17-21) 17 If, because of the one man's trespass, death exercised dominion through that one, much more surely will those who receive the abundance of grace and the free gift of righteousness exercise dominion in life through the one man, Jesus Christ. 18 Therefore just as one man's trespass led to condemnation for all, so one man's act of righteousness leads to justification and life for all. 19 For just as by the one man's disobedience the many were made sinners, so by the one man's obedience the many will be made righteous. 20 But law came in, with the result that the trespass multiplied; but where sin increased, grace abounded all the more, 21 so that, just as sin exercised dominion in death, so grace might also exercise dominion through justification leading to eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord. 



PRAYER FOR TODAY: Lord Jesus, I begin this day with much on my mind: a busy 
schedule, concerns at home and concerns here at work. I am concerned not only 
over things, but people. But I begin this day in your Name, and I seek to live this day for your Glory. Give to me your Holy Spirit that I might believe that your grace abounds more than Sin; that your life overflows abundantly more than death; that your reign is for all the life to come; that your eternal reign is where I might find my meaning and purpose for my living THIS day. I place all my concerns under your care, and I ask for your guidance in all that I do this day for you and for them. 

Send me as your ambassador this day. Hear my prayers this day for ________________. Amen.

(For those who have the time and desire to read onJ)

17 "If because of the one man's trespass, death exercised dominion through 
that one, much more surely will those who receive the abundance of grace and 
the free gift of righteousness exercise dominion in life through the one man, 
Jesus Christ."

(I spoke of this verse on Friday, but I would also have you note that as 
death as rule or reign over us through the first man, please note that 
through Christ we have the rule of life WITH Christ. The deadly dominion of 
death is compared with the reign of Christ of a shared life. It is Christ the 
head with his body, the Church. It is Christ the bridegroom with his bride, 
the Church.

I am reminded of John 8, "Those who sin are slaves to sin….but if the Son 
makes you free, you will be free indeed.")

18 "Therefore just as one man's trespass led to condemnation for all, so one 
man's act of righteousness leads to justification and life for all."

(One man one man
Adam Christ
Trespass righteousness
Condemnation justification
Death life

See how Christ surpasses the old! It is setting Adam/us and Christ in such a 
way that we see who we are compared with Christ. It is also close to becoming 
what Luther would call the "happy transfer". Look at the list. Christ will 
trade his righteousness for our trespasses, his justification for our 
condemnation, his life for our death.)

19 "For as by the one man's disobedience the many were made sinners, so by 
the one For just man's obedience the many will be made righteous."

(One man one man
Adam Christ
Disobedience obedience
Many made sinners many made righteous

Now also in this verse it could be translated, "For just as by the one man's 
disobedience the many were ordained or declared "sinners", so by the one 
man's obedience the many will be ordained or declared "righteous." The sin 
was imputed as well as the righteousness. Powers greater than us are at work 
and at war over us. How does one have free will when one has sin imputed to 
take us captive or has righteousness imputed to rescue us? In either way, the 
power of sin or the power of God is at work.

20 "But law came in, with the result that the trespass multiplied; but where 
sin increased, grace abounded all the more, 21 so that, just as sin exercised 
dominion in death, so grace might also exercise dominion through 
justification leading to eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord."

(The power of these two verses is Paul seeking once again to speak about the 
surpassing abundance, the hyper grace, the overflowing increase of the reign 
of life over the trespass, sin, and the reign of death! If indeed the 
trespasses have multiplied HOW MUCH MORE does the grace abound for life in 
Jesus Christ!

Paul says, "Take a look at all the sin and death at work in the world and 
within you and me. I tell you it is nothing compared to the grace and life at 
work in the world and within you and me through the reign of Jesus Christ! It 
is like playing basketball first with Jim Mauney and then with Michael 
Jordan. It is amazing how much more the grace of Christ abounds!" Sin is 
temporary, Christ is eternal or better, Christ is for all the life to come!)





