GOOD MORNING!!  Welcome to this reading through of the epistle to the Romans!!  I am reading through this letter of Paul’s with Bishop Emeritus Virgil Moyer and Pastor Lou Smith.

I am also reading Martin Luther’s commentary on this epistle as well.

In his “Preface to the Epistle of St. Paul to the Romans” Luther writes:


“This epistle is really the chief part of the New Testament, and is truly the purest gospel. It is worthy not only that every Christian should know it word for word, by heart, but also that he/she should occupy himself/herself with it every day, as the daily bread of the soul. We can never read it or ponder over it too much; for the more we deal with it, the more precious it becomes and the better it tastes.”

If you know of others who might enjoy a study coming to them at home or the office, just get them to contact Debbie Worley at worley@roanoke.edu.

(TEXT FOR TODAY: ROMANS 5:3-5)

(Romans 5)  3 And not only that, but we also boast in our sufferings, knowing that suffering produces endurance, 4 and endurance produces character, and character produces hope, 5 and hope does not disappoint us, because God's love has been poured into our hearts through the Holy Spirit that has been given to us.

PRAYER FOR TODAY: Lord Jesus, the day is still early, and I still do not know 
what I may face this day or this coming night. I do not know the decisions 
that I may have to make, the dilemmas placed before me, the opportunities set 
before me. I pray that all those who read this text this day might know 
personally your love being poured into their hearts through this your Word. I 
pray that despite the sufferings of the day, that they might know the power 
of your hope for their lives and how it is your hope that brings character 
and endurance to our lives. I live this day believing that you, Lord Jesus, 
are my living hope. I thank you for the revelation of your death on the 
cross, of how your suffering led to endurance to revealing the character of 
your life and your becoming our hope. Give me the courage to be your 
ambassador this day for all those you send to me. Hear my prayer this day for 
__________________________. Amen.

(For those who have the time and desire to read onJ)

3 "And not only that, but we also boast in our sufferings, know that 
suffering produces endurance, 4 and endurance produces character, and 
character produces hope, 5 and hope does not disappoint us, because God's 
love has been poured into our hearts through the Holy Spirit that has been 
given to us."

("and not only that , we also boast in our 
sufferings/tribulations/distresses/hard circumstances knowing that 
sufferings/tribulations produce/works out into endurance/patience/long 
suffering/perseverance/steadfastness, 4 and patience/steadfastness/endurance 
into character/worth/true value, and character into hope, and 5 hope does not 
disappoint/put to shame/humiliate/disgraced, for the love of God has been 
poured out into our hearts by the Holy Spirit given to us."

Now I look at these verses and I hear Paul saying that he boasts in his 
sufferings. Then, his sufferings lead to patience and to character and to 
hope. I don't usually give praise for my sufferings. I usually cry out to God 
to take away my sufferings. When I went through a staph infection in my 
spine, I don't remember it as my giving praise to God and moving from 
suffering to patience to character to hope. My suffering led to fear that led 
to crying in godforsakeness to a God that had left me, and led me to 
depression and a bottoming out in despair and unfaith.

I don't have the faith of Paul if Paul is talking about himself when he 
refers to "our sufferings" and then moves to talk about "our" suffering 
leading to patience to character to hope. Paul is out of my league!

Then I look at those words again, and I remember my Lord Jesus in his passion 
of Holy Week. I watch him in the sufferings of betrayal, denial, the 39 
lashes, the humiliation, which lead to my Lord Jesus patiently enduring with 
long suffering and endurance the godforsakeness of the cross which revealed 
the utter character and value and worth of him which led to the hope he 
becomes for me now.

I remember that in Philippians Paul will say, "I want to know Christ, the 
power of his resurrection and the fellowship of his sufferings."

Here he says, "we boast in our sufferings." We can boast/praise God in our 
sufferings for we have a fellowship with our Lord who suffered, endured, 
revealed his character and hope for us. It is his love through the cross that 
has been poured into our hearts by the Holy Spirit each time we hear of his 
passion for us again, each time we contemplate his great character of love 
and his being our hope.

I also remember that one evening in early November 1998, in the midst of my 
despair and being in the desolate pit, I experienced the greatest sense of 
the presence of the resurrection lying in pain in the same bed I had been 
lying in for weeks. Suddenly in reading through the words and prayers of 
others in a small book on suffering about my Lord, it was as if his 
resurrected presence and love was suddenly poured into my heart once again. I 
had a hope and peace again…..that led to my trusting in the character of my 
Lord once again and it gave character to me that lifted me out of my pit and 
depression….and it gave me a new ability to endure….and it helped me in my 
suffering.

Not my boasting in my suffering and endurance and character, but how my 
Lord's hope led to my change in character and endurance and suffering. Not my 
boasting in my sufferings, but my boasting in my Lord whose suffering led to 
endurance that revealed his character that revealed who is my hope. It is his 
love for me that I see on the cross that has been poured into my heart by the 
Holy Spirit.

Now my main problem with my interpretation above is that the suffering I 
spoke of that was true for me was nevertheless a suffering of nature gone 
wrong-surgical mistaken infection. 

Paul is speaking of sufferings brought by speaking and living the gospel 
among those who do not desire to hear and know such a gospel. Here the 
greatest revelation of the world's resistance to hearing and knowing IS the 
cross of Christ! Here we see the most powerful civilized empire of the day, 
the Roman Empire and its "peace" killing the irrelevant, unimportant 
Palestinian Jew with the execution reserved for "terrorists" of the Roman 
"peace." Here we see the most righteous ones of the most righteous religion 
of the time, the Jewish Torah, doing all they can to have this one crucified, 
even saying, "We have no king but Caesar!"

The best politics and the most righteous of the world still oppose the coming 
of the kingdom and the hallowing of his name.

It is boasting in the story line of the gospel of the cross that our Lord's 
sufferings lead to endurance to character to hope for the whole world. It is 
boasting in the love poured into our hearts by the Holy Spirit that our 
sufferings in His name will enable us to endure to reveal the character of 
our Lord and to have a hope come alive through it and a hope for others to 
see in it. It is boasting that the hope of our Lord not only leads us to a 
place of suffering but will pull us through our suffering into an ability to 
endure and to be fired by testing into character and drawn out to solidly 
know the one who is our hope, Jesus our suffering and risen Lord.

