GOOD MORNING!!  Welcome to this reading through of the epistle to the Romans!!  I am reading through this letter of Paul’s with Bishop Emeritus Virgil Moyer and Pastor Lou Smith.

I am also reading Martin Luther’s commentary on this epistle as well.

In his “Preface to the Epistle of St. Paul to the Romans” Luther writes:


“This epistle is really the chief part of the New Testament, and is truly the purest gospel. It is worthy not only that every Christian should know it word for word, by heart, but also that he/she should occupy himself/herself with it every day, as the daily bread of the soul. We can never read it or ponder over it too much; for the more we deal with it, the more precious it becomes and the better it tastes.”

If you know of others who might enjoy a study coming to them at home or the office, just get them to contact Debbie Worley at worley@roanoke.edu.

(TEXT FOR TODAY: ROMANS 5:6-10)

(ROMANS 5)  6 For while we were still weak, at the right time Christ died for the ungodly. 7 Indeed, rarely will anyone die for a righteous person--though perhaps for a good person someone might actually dare to die. 8 But God proves his love for us in that while we still were sinners Christ died for us. 9 Much more surely then, now that we have been justified by his blood, will we be saved through him from the wrath of God. 10 For if while we were enemies, we were reconciled to God through the death of his Son, much more surely, having been reconciled, will we be saved by his life.

PRAYER FOR TODAY: Lord Jesus, I am far from being the ambassador I should be. In fact, I am more like your enemy than your ambassador. Many of my thoughts are ungodly, many of my actions sinful, many of my ethical decisions weak.  Yet I see on the cross your demonstration of your love that will not let me go! Thank you for loving me even when I was your enemy. Now shape me into your ambassador this day, eager to love you in return, willing to be your servant, seeking to love my neighbor—your beloved. Hear my prayer this day for ___________________. Amen.

(For those who have the time and desire to read on()

6 “For while we were still weak, at the right time Christ died for the ungodly.”

(Lou Smith points to the Greek construction of the sentence and that one can see a verse building to a strong conclusion like this: [my paraphrase] “For still Christ, us being weak, still at the right time, on behalf of the ungodly….HE died!” It builds to this great unbelievable gospel word, Christ actually died for the ungodly! Who would imagine that our understanding of how far God would go for us or love us or demonstrate the radical obedience would be actually dying for the ungodly! The suffering, obedience, character, and hope [verses 3-5] comes out of the Christ actually dying for the ungodly! 

Now the amazement at this thought continues!)

7 “Indeed, rarely will anyone die for a righteous person—though perhaps for a good person someone might actually dare to die.” (My paraphrase-“For hardly/with difficulty for a righteous one, one MIGHT die! Or for a GOOD one, perhaps one MIGHT also dare/be brave enough to die.” I see here the return of the dual inclusion of the Jew and the Gentile. The Jewish righteous one, a person might die for. The Gentile/Greek good one, a person might die for.  Maybe for Abraham, maybe for Sarah I might die. Maybe for Mother Theresa, maybe for Nelson Mandela I might take a bullet. Okay, maybe for my daughter, my father, my wife, my brother, maybe I would be brave enough to die for them.)

8 “But God proves his love for us in that while we still were sinners Christ died for us.” (This word for “prove” can also be translated “demonstrates”. Here Lou Smith says that he sees in this image a God who does not love at arms length. A demonstration of saying, “you are not strong enough to keep God at arm’s length!” The problem with us sinners, is that even in our piety, we try to keep God at arm’s length. The God we want in OUR image we will embrace, but this Christ who demonstrates a radical obedience to the Father, even to giving his life on a cross for the ungodly, for sinners!!!!  This God I want to keep at arm’s length! One who would embrace the ungodly….like hugging someone who just embraced an inebriated man who hasn’t bathed for two weeks!!! No, this God, you want to keep at arm’s length.

And this word for love, ‘agape’, in classical Greek it was almost a neutrally empty word for love, not like the juicy words like ‘eros’ and ‘philia’. But now, in the common Greek language, the Christian gospel fills it with a whole new understanding of love, a divine, self-giving, strong giving of kind regard and favor.

He died for the ungodly---he demonstrates his love in dying not righteous or good folks but for sinners!!!!

“while we were weak” [verse 6] and “while we were sinners” [verse 8]  “he died for the ungodly” [verse 6] “he died for us” [verse 8].)

9 “Much more surely then, now that we have been justified by his blood, will we be saved through him from the wrath of God.” (“NOW that we have been justified, MUCH MORE will we be saved/healed through HIM from the wrath of God.” If he was dying for us while sinners and ungodly, how much more now that we are justified, now that there is something right about us! And now comes the “wrath” of God, being saved from the wrath of God.

We experience God’s wrath when we are on the side opposing God, when we are a stump smack dab in the very spot where God is building a highway, when we are a slumlord right in the spot that God is building a new beginning. It is being on the wrong side of a certain victory, of a certain outcome and you are opposing its completion! You may be on the wrong side of the struggle, but you are still healed and saved. Paul goes even further!)

10 “For if while we were enemies, we were reconciled to God through the death of his Son, much more surely, having been reconciled, will we be saved by his life.” (How do you like this possibility, “For if while we were enemies, we were made friends through the death of his Son, much more surely, having been made friends, will we be saved then by his life!!”

The ungodly, the weak, the sinner, the enemy is made a friend, is died for, is justified and this demonstrates the agape love of God for us!!!

I love Luther! Remember his words in the Small Catechism, “Thy will be done” “God’s will is done whenever God thwarts the schemes of the devil, the world, and our sinful selves that would prevent the hallowing of His name and would oppose the coming of His kingdom.” But God’s will is done when nevertheless he makes us his own by dying for us while we are still taking up arms against the coming of his kingdom and the hallowing of His name. What kind of God is this!!!!!!)
