GOOD MORNING!!  Welcome to this reading through of the epistle to the Romans!!  I am reading through this letter of Paul’s with Bishop Emeritus Virgil Moyer and Pastor Lou Smith.

I am also reading Martin Luther’s commentary on this epistle as well.

In his “Preface to the Epistle of St. Paul to the Romans” Luther writes:


“This epistle is really the chief part of the New Testament, and is truly the purest gospel. It is worthy not only that every Christian should know it word for word, by heart, but also that he/she should occupy himself/herself with it every day, as the daily bread of the soul. We can never read it or ponder over it too much; for the more we deal with it, the more precious it becomes and the better it tastes.”

If you know of others who might enjoy a study coming to them at home or the office, just get them to contact Debbie Worley at worley@roanoke.edu.

(TEXT FOR TODAY: ROMANS 6:1-4)


(Romans 6) What then are we to say? Should we continue in sin in order that grace may abound? 2 By no means! How can we who died to sin go on living in it? 3 Do you not know that all of us who have been baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into his death? 4 Therefore we have been buried with him by baptism into death, so that, just as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, so we too might walk in newness of life.


PRAYER FOR TODAY: Lord Jesus, I thank you for the promise of my baptism. I 
thank you for your death and resurrection in order that I may be yours and 
live under you in your kingdom and serve you in everlasting righteousness. 
Forgive my persisting to live in sin, choosing the death it brings over the 
life you bring. Help me to see its brevity and emptiness compared to your 
eternal and fulfilling life. Send me as your ambassador this day. Hear my 
prayers for _______________. Amen.

(For those who have the time and desire to read on.  The portions shown in blue (italics) are Dr. Virgil Moyer's contributions.)

Dr. Moyer writes: In the concluding verses of Chapter 5, Paul introduces an idea that has the potential of being misunderstood and could be very misleading to his readers. In verse 20 he seems to infer that after law came into the picture, trespasses increased significantly. Then, as sin increased, grace increased all the more. The implication of this is fairly clear. If more sin means more grace, then ought we not to sin more so that grace may increase? Since the presence of sin in a person's life gives God the opportunity to show his generosity, then it follows that sin is not so bad after all. More sin equals more grace!


1 "What then are we to say? Should we continue in sin in order that grace may 
abound?" (Should we remain in/persist in/continue on in sin in order that 
grace may abound/increase, that is, be shown as far superior?"

Remember that in the previous chapter the argument of Paul has been to show 
how grace far surpasses sin and how the power and reign of God through 
Christ's righteousness far surpasses the power and reign of death through 
sin.)

Dr. Moyer writes: So Paul raises the question that his readers, certainly his opponents, might logically raise. Shall we go on sinning in order that grace can increase? That seems to be the clear implication of Paul's Gospel of free grace. It encouraged sinning. But that is not what Paul meant, so he quickly raises the question and responds vigorously - Absolutely not! Then he goes on with his defense of his position. 


2 "By no means! How can we who died to sin go on living in it?" (We have died 
to sin, how can we now live in it? We were dying in our sin, how can we now 
find life in it? We discovered that sin was destroying our relationships and 
our meaning and purpose in living; how can we now want to let that be our 
source for our life again? In Galatians Paul will write, "Formerly, when you 
did not know God, you were enslaved to beings that by nature are not gods. 
Now, however, that you have come to know God, or rather to be known by God, 
how can you turn back again to the weak and beggarly elemental spirits? How 
can you want to be enslaved to them again?"

Knowing now that sin destroys our life, why would we want to take it up again 
or go on living in it?)



3 "Do you not know that all of us who have been baptized into Christ Jesus 
were baptized into his death?" ("Do you not know that all of us baptized into 
Christ Jesus, into his death we were baptized." This verse and the next are 
the only two verses in the whole letter that speak of baptism. This is the 
only place in the letter that mentions baptism. It comes after two chapters 
of showing our needing to be rescued, two chapters of God's desire in Christ 
to rescue us, a chapter demonstrating how far God will go to rescue-even 
saving enemies of God's very work! And the rescue comes in being baptized 
into the death of Jesus Christ. Notice that we do not avoid death, we are 
baptized into the death of Jesus Christ. For us, in obedience to God's 
loving will, Jesus dies with us so that we might die with him. He takes on 
our death; we take on his death. He does not escape death and neither do we. 
Resurrection is being raised from the dead. Jesus died; the Spirit of God 
raised him to new life. We are baptized into Jesus' being totally dependent 
upon the resurrecting Spirit of God. We are no immersed in the obedience of 
Jesus, the obedience that honors the Father so greatly that it will go to the 
point of dying even a death on a cross if need be.)

Dr. Moyer writes: But that is only one half of the story, so Paul goes on. Christ did die, but God raised him from the dead. In doing this Christ was victorious over death. Just so, we who have been baptized into Christ's death will rise and walk with him. It is interesting, and probably very important, to note that in regard to our relation to Christ's death, the past tense is used;J in relation to the resurrection, the future tense is used. 

__

4 "Therefore we have been buried with him by baptism into death, so that, 
just as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, so we too 
might walk in newness of life."

(Christ was raised revealing the glory of the Father! Phil 2, "even death on 
a cross. Therefore God has also exalted him and given him the name that is 
above all names, so that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow and every 
tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord to the glory of the Father!"

Dr. Moyer writes: So Paul lifts up the death, burial and resurrection of Christ as historical realities and important teachings, but they are also personal experiences for the believer, since through our baptism we have come to share in them personally. 


Now we get to walk in the newness of life. Life is now different; it has joy 
and an eternal quality to it. I am joined to someone and someone's kingdom 
that is much bigger than myself and my own glory. I am part of something far 
grander! I belong and know the God of all time and place! I am known by the 
God of all time and place who rescued me from sin and death and their evil 
through my baptism into the death and life, into the life and death and risen 
life and ascended life of Jesus Christ in whom the glory of God is revealed.

Some of you may have read some of CS Lewis. I believe it is in The Great 
Divorce where he begins by describing this huge gray railroad station which 
is hell. All the people arrive in heaven which is a beautiful place, open and 
brilliant in colors. Amazingly some want to return to the gray railroad 
station. However, when they begin to look for the grand and great railroad 
station they cannot find it! After much searching they discover it to be a 
tiny, tiny thing lost deep down in the grass, and they wonder how anyone can 
become small enough again to return to it.

We have been baptized into a much greater life, a far more brilliantly 
hope-filled life! How can we want to return to the tiny existence we had 
prior to it? Live on the grand scale this day! Let your words and deeds be 
done in Christ and to the glory of his will and plan.)


