GOOD MORNING!!  Welcome to this reading through of the epistle to the Romans!!  I am reading through this letter of Paul’s with Bishop Emeritus Virgil Moyer and Pastor Lou Smith.

I am also reading Martin Luther’s commentary on this epistle as well.

In his “Preface to the Epistle of St. Paul to the Romans” Luther writes:


“This epistle is really the chief part of the New Testament, and is truly the purest gospel. It is worthy not only that every Christian should know it word for word, by heart, but also that he/she should occupy himself/herself with it every day, as the daily bread of the soul. We can never read it or ponder over it too much; for the more we deal with it, the more precious it becomes and the better it tastes.”

If you know of others who might enjoy a study coming to them at home or the office, just get them to contact Debbie Worley at worley@roanoke.edu.

(TEXT FOR TODAY: ROMANS 6:17-23)

17 But thanks be to God that you, having once been slaves of sin, have become obedient from the heart to the form of teaching to which you were entrusted, 18 and that you, having been set free from sin, have become slaves of righteousness. 19 I am speaking in human terms because of your natural limitations. For just as you once presented your members as slaves to impurity and to greater and greater iniquity, so now present your members as slaves to righteousness for sanctification. 20 When you were slaves of sin, you were free in regard to righteousness. 21 So what advantage did you then get from the things of which you now are ashamed? The end of those things is death. 22 But now that you have been freed from sin and enslaved to God, the advantage you get is sanctification. The end is eternal life. 23 For the wages of sin is death, but the free gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.

(PRAYER FOR TODAY: Lord Jesus, why is it so hard for me to believe that you 
bring life, hope, holiness, zest for my relationships and my living. Why do 
I continue to remain in the old ways of self-interest, selfishness, insecurity, short cuts, hedging my bets, playing it safe, looking out for number one? I am a slave to my old ways; I am a slave to a much older way, Sin that leads to death. Rescue me again this day by your Holy Spirit. Let me be your ambassador and to serve you who brings meaning, purpose, and joy to living and to my relationships. As you emptied yourself to serve me and bring  life to me, so may I take towel and basin and serve others in your name. May I tell of your Lordship this day to another; may I praise your name, and may
I live not for my glory, but for yours. Hear my prayers this day for ____________________. Amen.

(For those who have the time and desire to read onJ)

The options Paul points out in these verses as a summary of the chapter:

Slaves of sin have become slaves of righteousness/in a right relationship

Have been handed over obedience/listening from the heart

Set free from sin to become slaves of righteousness

Presented your members presented your members
To iniquity and lawlessness to righteousness and holiness/set apart for 
God's use 

Slaves of sin free from slaves of righteousness are free from awfulness 
of sin
Awfulness of being righteous 

Fruit/reward/advantage of
Sin is death fruit/reward/advantage of being enslaved to God is eternal 
life

Wages of sin is death free gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus

Sin, death, lawlessness in a right relationship with God, life, obedience 
from the 
Unclean/iniquity heart, holiness/set apart for being useful for God

Slaves of sin Enslaved to God

Paul does not see me as having been 'neutral' and making a decision about 
whether or not to be a slave to sin or enslaved to God or maybe not to be 
enslaved to either.

We were enslaved to sin and under the power of death UNTIL we were rescued by 
God through the proclamation of the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus 
Christ and the life-giving, faith-giving Holy Spirit. Now we are under the 
dominion of God. Now we have some choice about who to listen to now that our 
hearts have been freed from the powers of Sin and Death.

Now we live under the Lordship of Jesus Christ. We now have the ability to 
live for God and to enjoy eternal life. It seems that we have a choice now, 
but we are really under the new age, the eternal life of God.

Sin was oppressive, a tyrant, and led to death. Jesus Christ is a deliverer, 
a loving Lord that brings abundant life and joy to living and loving and 
serving with eternal purpose and meaning.

Which dominion do I desire to live under?

The reward of sin is death the reward of faith is eternal life

The life of sin is unclean the life of faith is holy

Slave of sin earns death slave of God is given eternal life as a gift!


The TV is running a bunch of ads that clearly show teenagers that they 
should not be smoking. "You would not be wise to smoke!"

St. Paul was running a similar campaign 2000 years ago in the 6th chapter of 
Romans. "You would not be wise to think the wages of Sin are better than 
the gift of faith!" "So who do you want to serve? If it is anyone other than 
God in Christ Jesus you have a tyrant for a Lord…..especially if that tyrant 
of your life……is yourself!" 


