GOOD MORNING!!  Welcome to this reading through of the epistle to the Romans!!  I am reading through this letter of Paul’s with Bishop Emeritus Virgil Moyer and Pastor Lou Smith.

I am also reading Martin Luther’s commentary on this epistle as well.

In his “Preface to the Epistle of St. Paul to the Romans” Luther writes:


“This epistle is really the chief part of the New Testament, and is truly the purest gospel. It is worthy not only that every Christian should know it word for word, by heart, but also that he/she should occupy himself/herself with it every day, as the daily bread of the soul. We can never read it or ponder over it too much; for the more we deal with it, the more precious it becomes and the better it tastes.”

If you know of others who might enjoy a study coming to them at home or the office, just get them to contact Debbie Worley at worley@roanoke.edu.

(TEXT FOR TODAY: ROMANS 6:5-11)

5 For if we have been united with him in a death like his, we will certainly be united with him in a resurrection like his. 6 We know that our old self was crucified with him so that the body of sin might be destroyed, and we might no longer be enslaved to sin. 7 For whoever has died is freed from sin. 8 But if we have died with Christ, we believe that we will also live with him. 9 We know that Christ, being raised from the dead, will never die again; death no longer has dominion over him. 10 The death he died, he died to sin, once for all; but the life he lives, he lives to God. 11 So you also must consider yourselves dead to sin and alive to God in Christ Jesus.

PRAYER FOR TODAY: Lord Jesus, I want to be united in a resurrection like yours…but I am not sure that I want to be united in a death like yours. I want the newness of your life, but I am not sure that I want the obedience of your life to your Father. I want you to be the source of my life but I still want to be at the center. My sin, my fear, my anxiety, my selfishness drive me to live for myself; your cross calls me to live for another. Help me to see that your life brings life, that even your death brings life, that even my death with you brings life to me. By your Holy Spirit create in me a
clean heart. I want to be able to say like Paul, "For I have been crucified with Christ and it is no longer I who live but Christ who lives in me. And the life I now live in the flesh, I live by faith in the Son of God who loved me and gave himself for me." May I live this day as your ambassador so that my relationships and decisions and actions may point to your love and life and may be lived for your glory. Hear my prayers this day for _______________.
Amen.


For those who have the time and desire to read on:)

5 "For if we have been united with him in a death like his, we will certainly be united with him in a resurrection like his." 
(Now I like this! In verse 4 "we were buried with him", "put in the ground".
Now in verse 5 where it says, "if we have been united with him" comes from the verb root that could also be translated, "if we have been planted with him!" This verb appears in the parable of the sower where the thorns "grow up with", "are planted with" the seed.

Instead of using the theological words of "united with" and "resurrected", I wonder about an agrarian translation. Vs 4 "If we have been buried, put in the ground with him….if we have been planted with him in the likeness of his death, we shall burst forth in newness of life with him too!" 

Notice that we are planted WITH him. Notice that we are united WITH him in the likeness of his death! Jesus is not dying in our place; Jesus is not substituting his death so that we don't die. We are dying WITH him in the likeness of his death. Our death is unavoidable. Luther's "theology of the cross" is about telling the truth. We die; we are mortal; we are in bondage to sin and death.

Jesus came to die our death. Now we are united with him in the likeness, the same kind of death as his. DEATH! Jesus doesn't help us avoid death; Jesus is the Way into death so that the Spirit of God may raise us from death the same way that the Spirit of God raised Christ into new life.

The "death like his" is fully death! Jesus dies.

Then we are united with him in a resurrection like his! Jesus was raised from the dead. With Christ so shall we!

Dr. Moyer writes, "Another interesting translation uses 'knit together' instead of 'united.' The image is that of the edges of a wound growing together or the broken ends of a bone being fused together. So there is brought into the picture the sense of healing through our baptism. The old brokenness is healed through out baptism that leads to a new being. Through baptism the believer is bonded together with the effects of Christ's death and resurrection.)

6 "We know that our old self was crucified with him so that the body of sin might be destroyed and we might no longer be enslaved to sin."

(In baptism we were crucified with Christ. We were marked with the cross on our foreheads. It helps me to remember the words from Philippians about that crucifixion: "Being found in human form, he HUMBLED HIMSELF AND BECAME OBEDIENT UNTO DEATH, EVEN DEATH ON A CROSS!" This is who and the life we have been united with in a "crucifixion like his." We are not enslaved to sin, because we are so humble and obedient to the will of God that we would willingly go even to a crucifixion for God. However, the power of sin continues to rage in my life. I still desire to put myself at the center of the universe; I still put my needs first; I still seek to use all things even my relationships at time and even God at times for my own advantage or at least my fair share….I call that justice. I still desire to be able to determine what is good and what is evil, without any other divine intervention to tell me differently.

But here, we are crucified with Christ who was obedient to the will of the Father, even to giving his life. No wonder he 'humbled himself.'

Dr. Moyer writes, "One commentator has pointed out an interesting sequence of
events in this one sentence. Something has happened, in order that something else might happen, in order that a third thing might happen-'our old self was crucified' in order 'that the body of sin might be destroyed' in order that 'we might no longer be enslaved to sin.' And here the centrality of the crucifixion is set down again, reminding us of the place of the cross in Paul's thinking. It is only through the cross that the power of sin and death
can be broken-overthrown!")

7 "For whoever has died is freed from sin." (The word for "freed" here is the same verb that means to be justified, to be set right, aquitted. The penalty for sin has been paid. The threat and sentence that sin and the devil had over us is fulfilled. "This sinner deserves to die!" We have died in Christ.  Luther called this spiritual death with Christ the big death. Our physical death he called the little death.

Dr. Moyer writes, "It is well worth the time and effort to read Anders Nygren's extended comments in his Commentary on Romans on this particular verse. He raises the  question, 'In what sense can Paul say of the Christian that he is free from sin?' One interpretation claims that 'Paul makes himself the champion for a forthright doctrine of sinlessness.' That is their interpretation of 'freed from sin.' The idea is that the life of the
Christian is so completely transformed that there is absolutely no place for sin in his life. From the time of his conversion, the Christian is able to live without sin. He is a sinless person."
But Nygren contends that to be 'free from sin' and 'sinless' are two very different things. He explains this in these words. To Paul' sin is not basically separate moral missteps; but sin is a power under whose bondage man lives.' Freedom from sin is the work of Christ, not the result of humankind's efforts. Since we have been justified by Christ's death, we shall live with him in freedom from sin. But we will continue to make our human 'missteps.')

8 "But if we have died with Christ, we believe that we will also live with him."

("I am the Way, the Truth, and the Life." Star Trek says, "Space, the final frontier." I disagree. "Death, the final frontier." Jesus said, "I am the resurrection and the life! Those who believe in me, even though they die, will live, and everyone who lives and believe in me will never die. Do you believe this?"

So many movies and plays about the life after death. So much denial of death in our culture. So much fascination and terror about death in our culture.

Here Paul simply says, "we have been united with Christ in a death like his and a resurrection like his." This is the road, the Way we follow, the Truth we cling to, the Life we believe overcomes death and then never dies. So many descriptions of what heaven must look like. I've seen glimpses of it myself-from manger to cross to empty tomb to eternal life.)

9 "We know that Christ, being raised from the dead, will never die again, death no longer has dominion over him."

(I remember Donne's sonnet, "Death be not proud, though some have called thee
great" which ends, "Death thou shalt die!" It is Christ who will have final dominion even over death.)

10 "The death he died, he died to sin, once for all, but the life he lives he
lives to God.

(Now Christ died the death of sin, and once he died to that sin, the Spirit of God raised him to new life. The new life is a whole different thing than the old death to sin! Sin and Death have been left behind, the new life lies before Christ! My wife's cancer has been left behind, now the new life lies before her! Why would she want to go back and relive in it over and over?  Why would we want to live in Sin over and over? How can we who have died to Sin go on living in it? How can we having died to sin find life in it?

Dr. Moyer writes, "The death of Christ is tied directly to sin, and by means of his death Christ freed himself from sin. He did that not just for himself, but 'for all.' This concept of 'once for all' is an amazing idea-an even more amazing truth!! It is through the death of Christ on the cross that we also die to sin. And the life that Christ no lives, as the result of his death, is a life lived to God!)


11 "So you also must consider yourselves dead to sin and alive to God in Christ Jesus."

(I will seek to be alive in the faith, life, will of Christ and to seek to live for the glory of God with God at the center of my life, my relationships, my work, my decisions.

I desire to put the works of sin behind me, like a death, like an old bad addiction, like a nasty habit, like a deadly killing drive that ruins my relationships, my work, my  decisions, my life.

Dr. Moyer writes, "We should see ourselves as no longer under the bondage to sin, but through Christ, alive to God. That is the VICTORY which Christ has won for us!")




