GOOD MORNING!!  Welcome to this reading through of the epistle to the Romans!!  I am reading through this letter of Paul’s with Bishop Emeritus Virgil Moyer and Pastor Lou Smith.

I am also reading Martin Luther’s commentary on this epistle as well.

In his “Preface to the Epistle of St. Paul to the Romans” Luther writes:


“This epistle is really the chief part of the New Testament, and is truly the purest gospel. It is worthy not only that every Christian should know it word for word, by heart, but also that he/she should occupy himself/herself with it every day, as the daily bread of the soul. We can never read it or ponder over it too much; for the more we deal with it, the more precious it becomes and the better it tastes.”

If you know of others who might enjoy a study coming to them at home or the office, just get them to contact Debbie Worley at worley@roanoke.edu.

TEXT FOR TODAY: ROMANS 7:1-6)

(Romans 7) Do you not know, brothers and sisters--for I am speaking to those who know the law--that the law is binding on a person only during that person's lifetime? 2 Thus a married woman is bound by the law to her husband as long as he lives; but if her husband dies, she is discharged from the law concerning the husband. 3 Accordingly, she will be called an adulteress if she lives with another man while her husband is alive. But if her husband dies, she is free from that law, and if she marries another man, she is not an adulteress. 4 In the same way, my friends, you have died to the law through the body of Christ, so that you may belong to another, to him who has been raised from the dead in order that we may bear fruit for God. 5 While we were living in the flesh, our sinful passions, aroused by the law, were at work in our members to bear fruit for death. 6 But now we are discharged from the law, dead to that which held us captive, so that we are slaves not under the old written code but in the new life of the Spirit.

PRAYER FOR TODAY: Lord Jesus, through your Law, I can see even more clearly 
how far I miss the mark of being faithful to you. Please hear my confession. 
I ask for your forgiveness. Through your death on a cross for my sin and your 
resurrection for my death, I can see even more clearly how far you go in 
being faithful to me. How you cling to me! Let the joy that comes from 
recognizing how deeply you love me and how faithful you are to me impel me to 
cling to you as my Lord and Savior and source for life and meaning this day! 
May I be a faithful ambassador in your Name. May I love you with all my heart 
and soul and mind and strength. May I love my neighbor as myself. Hear my 
prayers this day for _____________________. Amen.

(For those who have the time and desire to read onJ)

Paul is talking here about the written Law, the torah.

Paul has said earlier that the Law pointed out Sin. It is through the Law 
that Sin is recognized. It is through Christ that the heart of God is pointed 
out. It is through the death and resurrection of Christ that the love of God 
is recognized. 

God rescues the Hebrews and then gives the Law to reveal to them how God's 
people ought to live. Since living as God's people is so hard, the Law soon 
began pointing out how we were falling short of living out the description of 
what it means to be God's person.

The Gospel of Jesus Christ is a story about the loving relationship God has 
with us. The Gospel is a story of sacrifice and death and victory over sin 
and death in order that we might be rescued and might recognize how deeply 
God loves us and how far God goes to make us children of God.

Jesus points to the heart of the Father.

The Law points to my inability to live as a child of the Father. The Law 
points to my falling short, to my sin. The Law points to my sin and kills me. 
Christ points to the Father and gives me life.

Following the Law is following something that points me to my Sin.

Following Christ is following someone who points me through cross and empty 
tomb, through baptism's death and resurrection to the heart of the Father.

So the old husband, who is always pointing out my faults, dies. (Man! He was 
killing ME every day!) But now, another husband comes who rescues me and 
loves me so much that I know that he dies for ME! My new husband is alive and 
lives forever, and I truly live and come alive in his love. My old husband? 
He has just become 'an old writing'.

I encourage you to get Luther's Works, Volume 35, pp. 365-379 and to read 
Luther's "Preface to the Epistle of St. Paul to the Romans". It is excellent!!


