GOOD MORNING!!  Welcome to this reading through of the epistle to the Romans!!  I am reading through this letter of Paul’s with Bishop Emeritus Virgil Moyer and Pastor Lou Smith.

I am also reading Martin Luther’s commentary on this epistle as well.

In his “Preface to the Epistle of St. Paul to the Romans” Luther writes:


“This epistle is really the chief part of the New Testament, and is truly the purest gospel. It is worthy not only that every Christian should know it word for word, by heart, but also that he/she should occupy himself/herself with it every day, as the daily bread of the soul. We can never read it or ponder over it too much; for the more we deal with it, the more precious it becomes and the better it tastes.”

If you know of others who might enjoy a study coming to them at home or the office, just get them to contact Debbie Worley at worley@roanoke.edu.



(TEXT FOR TODAY: ROMANS 7:7-12)

(Romans 7) 7 What then should we say? That the law is sin? By no means! Yet, if it had not been for the law, I would not have known sin. I would not have known what it is to covet if the law had not said, "You shall not covet." 8 But sin, seizing an opportunity in the commandment, produced in me all kinds of covetousness. Apart from the law sin lies dead. 9 I was once alive apart from the law, but when the commandment came, sin revived 10 and I died, and the very commandment that promised life proved to be death to me. 11 For sin, seizing an opportunity in the commandment, deceived me and through it killed me. 12 So the law is holy, and the commandment is holy and just and good.

PRAYER FOR TODAY:  Lord Jesus, I am sinful and mortal and on my way to death without you. Give to me by your Gospel and Holy Spirit the Word about your birth and death and resurrection that will lead to your way, and truth, and life. I am sinful; you are good news! Send me as your ambassador loaded with your message and life, bearing the rich gifts of your gospel to others. I don’t know exactly what to say or do, so let me be confident that you will provide the words and actions. Let me say and act to your glory this day and every day. Forgive my failings; empower my living. I will seek to follow you this day desiring to make my decisions for your glory. Hear my prayers this day for _________________. Come Lord Jesus! Amen.

(For those who have the time and desire to read on()
HEY! I LIKE THE FOLLOWING, ESPECIALLY THE VERSES!!


Here are some interesting quotes from Martin Luther regarding chapter 7.

"The apostle's methods of speaking are contrary to the …moral method. For the 
apostle says what he does in order to indicate that man rather than sin is 
taken away, for sin remains as a kind of relic, and man is purged from sin 
rather than the opposite. But the human minds says the contrary, that sin is 
taken away while man remains and that man is cleansed….Therefore, as long as 
a man lives and is not taken away and changed by the renewing power of grace, 
he can in no way do anything to prevent his being under sin and the Law.

Therefore with marvelous stupidity and with a monkey-see-monkey-does attitude 
do these people act who want to imitate the words of the saints and glory in 
their fathers and ancestors, as the monks do today. But the fools do not 
first seek the spirit of these great people in order to be like them, but in 
order to act like them while neglecting their spirit….And so the first thing 
we must do is beseech grace so that a man might be changed in spirit and 
with glad heart and will desire and do all things…with a free and manly 
heart. And this alone the Spirit accomplishes.

They are the not the best Christians who are the most learned and read the 
most and abound in many books. For all their books and all their learning are 
the 'written code' and the death of the soul. But rather they are the best 
Christians who with a totally free will do those things which the scholars 
read in the books and teach others to do. But they do not act out of a 
totally free will unless they have love through the Holy Spirit. Therefore 
in our age it is to be feared, that by the making of many books we develop 
very learned men but very unlearned Christians.

The Gospel teaches where and whence we may obtain grace and love, namely in 
Jesus Christ, whom the Law promised and the Gospel reveals. The Law commandS 
us to have love and Jesus Christ, but the Gospel offers and presents them 
both to us…And properly speaking it is Gospel when it preaches Christ; but 
when it rebukes and reproves and gives commands, it does nothing else than to 
destroy those who are presumptuous concerning their own righteousness to 
make room for grace, that they may know that the Law is fulfilled not by 
their own powers but only through Christ, who pours out the Holy Spirit in 
our hearts.
    The real difference between the old and the new law is this, that the 
old law says to those who are proud in their own righteousness: 'You must have 
Christ and His Spirit'; the new law says to those who humbly admit their 
spiritual poverty and seek Christ, 'Behold, here is Christ and His Spirit.'

It is the apostle himself that Paul is describing in chapter 7, not the 
former Jew. "He (Paul) finally says: "I see in my members another law at war 
with the law of my mind.' Are you stronger than Paul? Do not put your trust 
in the zeal of your flesh and do not put your confidence in it."

7 “What then should we say? That the law is sin? Yet, if it had not been for the law, I would not have known sin. I would not have known what it is to covet if the law had not said, ‘You shall not covet.’”

(“What should we say, the law is sin? NO! BUT I do not know Sin except through Law!” Is the CATscan cancer because it recognizes/detects/points out the cancer? NO! BUT except for the CATscan I would not see the growing cancer within me. The CAT scan proves my having cancer alive in me. Without the CAT scan you could not prove it. The CAT scan is good and a wonderful tool, but it points out the deadly virus at work within us. And those who first find out about the  cancer hate the CAT scan for pointing it out! However! The CATscan cannot cure the patient; all it can do is point out the cancer. The patient needs to be separated from the cancer.  This is close to the idea of Paul here in the following verses. The LAW is the CATscan, sin is the cancer.)

8 “But sin, seizing an opportunity in the commandment, produced in me all kinds of covetousness. Apart from the law sin lies dead.”

(Wonderful Greek verb here with several possible meanings that are all neat ways to hear this verse:  But sin taking the occasion; but sin taking hold of the occasion; but sin receiving an opportunity; but sin choosing the opportunity; but sin getting an occasion; but sin SEIZING the opportunity! I like the aggressive sense of Sin, like a virus just looking for one host cell to invite it in and then it quickly moves to destroy the whole organ!

Now sin is not lying dead without the Law! Paul is meaning here that we are not cognizant of Sin’s power over us, within us, killing us. Just like the cancer silently, secretly killing us from within even while we are enjoying life to the fullest…..until it hits a major organ and life comes apart.  Privilege, anger, greed, secrets, gossip, sexual lusts are all wonderful strains of viral Sin that can begin so deliciously innocent or rich that can soon overwhelm and addict and then wound and then kill.)

9 “I was once alive apart from the law, but when the commandment came, sin revived10 and I died, and the very commandment that promised life proved to be death to me.” 
(Not to make too much of this image but, before I had the CAT scan I was living just fine. Then I took the CAT scan and the cancer became known as a living reality and I was now a victim of cancer! The very CAT scan that was to reveal my health became the very instrument to point out invaded with a virus I was! And yet, all the CAT scan did was to tell the truth about my present condition. I might have been happier not knowing about the cancer, but the cancer was still growing, taking over healthy cells with unhealthy cells,….. killing me softly with its voice, killing me softly…..ok, that’s another song!)

11 “For sin, seizing an opportunity in the commandment, deceived me and through it killed me.”
(Isn’t that how viruses work? It says to healthy cells, “Aw, I’m just a little differentiated from you, not much. Have a heart, let me come in with my little quirks; be tolerant. After all, I am relatively like you….mostly.  Won’t you take me in…..hmmmm? I’m just one cell. What harm could I do? I’ll protect your boundaries.

Just one secret, just one fear, just one privilege, just one kickback, just one look, just one juicy story, just one off-color joke, just one mis-report, just one cell that is slightly differentiated from the way, the truth, the life! What harm could it do?

So often we think of those sins in terms of the harm it does to others, never fearful of the cancer it begins within us.)

12 “So the Law is holy, and the commandment is holy and just and good.” (Don’t’ complain about a wonderful CAT scan, mirror, truth teller!)

