GOOD MORNING!!  Welcome to this reading through of the epistle to the Romans!!  I am reading through this letter of Paul’s with Bishop Emeritus Virgil Moyer and Pastor Lou Smith.

I am also reading Martin Luther’s commentary on this epistle as well.

In his “Preface to the Epistle of St. Paul to the Romans” Luther writes:


“This epistle is really the chief part of the New Testament, and is truly the purest gospel. It is worthy not only that every Christian should know it word for word, by heart, but also that he/she should occupy himself/herself with it every day, as the daily bread of the soul. We can never read it or ponder over it too much; for the more we deal with it, the more precious it becomes and the better it tastes.”

If you know of others who might enjoy a study coming to them at home or the office, just get them to contact Debbie Worley at worley@roanoke.edu.



(TEXT FOR TODAY: ROMANS 8:1-4)

(Romans 8) There is therefore now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus. 2 For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus has set you free from the law of sin and of death. 3 For God has done what the law, weakened by the flesh, could not do: by sending his own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh, and to deal with sin, he condemned sin in the flesh, 4 so that the just requirement of the law might be fulfilled in us, who walk not according to the flesh but according to the Spirit.

PRAYER FOR TODAY: Lord Jesus, thanks be to God there is now no condemnation 
in you! I do not live this day fearful of your wrathful judgment, but I live 
this day confident of your rescuing love! May my words and actions not 
disappoint you, but enable you to use me for your purposes to bring salvation 
to the whole cosmos. I pray for your Holy Spirit to create in me a clean 
heart through the hearing of your Word this day. Send me as your ambassador 
to my colleagues and family this day. Hear my prayers this day for 
_______________. Amen.

(For those who have the time and desire to read onJ)

Bishop Moyer writes:
"It is good to be reminded of Anders Nygren's introduction to this 8th 
chapter of Romans. He writes, "The idea of death has also rested on all that 
Paul has said in chapters 5-7, as he showed how the Christian is free from 
the destroying powers that rule the old aeon. Even though, in those 
chapters, he was speaking primarily of Wrath, Sin, and the Law, the thought 
about Death has always lain in the background. - - It is 'the last enemy,' 
which includes all the others. -- Only when he reaches chapter 8 does he 
carry to its conclusion the comparison of Adam and Christ, of which he spoke 
in the earlier passage." (5:12-21)"

In this 8th chapter Paul now speaks to the last enemy-death. And therefore, 
chapter 8 is also the chapter that has more than 20 references to the Holy 
Spirit, the Lord and Giver of Life!

Romans 8:1-2 "There is therefore now no condemnation for those who are in 
Christ Jesus. For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus has set you 
free from the law of sin and death."

For me, I think the numbering of the chapters is not helpful here. It leaves 
the impression that chapter 8 is beginning another line of thought. I find it 
more helpful to note that chapter 7 closed this way:

"Who will rescue me from this body of death? Thanks be to God through Jesus 
Christ our Lord.
So then, with my mind I am a slave to the law of God, but with my flesh I 
am a slave to the law of sin.
8 1There is now no condemnation for those who are in Chris Jesus. 2 For 
the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus has set you free from the law 
of sin and of death."

Chapter 7 closes with God's rescue of us through Christ Jesus. The last time 
the word "condemnation" was used was in 5:18 "Therefore, just as one man's 
trespass (Adam) led to condemnation for all, so one man's (Christ) act of 
righteousness (rescue through the cross and resurrection) leads to 
justification and life for all."

Chapter 7 closes with Paul speaking to the law of sin alive within him, close 
at hand, just as it was for Adam in chapter 5. Just as it was in chapter 5 so 
it is now in chapter 7; we have been rescued by Christ Jesus! Like Adam, we 
were in the flesh. Now in Christ, we are in the Spirit.

I underlined the law of God and the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus 
as parallels. This, I believe, is the connecting point. In the last verse of 
chapter 7 the law of God is set in contrast to the law of sin. Now in chapter 
8 verse 2, the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus is set in contrast 
to the law of sin and death.

Now the last time the verb "to set you free" was used was chapter 6:22, "But 
now that you have been freed from sin and enslaved to God, the advantage you 
get is sanctification." Ah, now comes chapter 8 to talk about what it means 
to be freed for the life of the Spirit-it means growth into deeper life and 
faith and love in relationship with God-sanctification.

Now instead of talking about slavery Paul will use the image of child, just 
as he makes the same move in his letter to the Galatians.


Dr Moyer writes, "Paul begins to sum up much of what he has written about 
thus far in Romans, at least since chapter 3, where he has set forth the 
death and resurrection of Christ as the basis of his readers' salvation. His 
use of the word "now" points out that this salvation is certainly already 
ours, IF we are "in Christ," rather than being "in Adam." To be "in Christ" 
means that we are free from death and all that is a part of death; that is, 
wrath and sin and the law. Because of what Christ has done for us, we are 
even NOW not under condemnation. But far beyond that, we are set free from 
sin and death. Because we have been set free, NO condemnation can have any 
hold upon us. 

Here Paul describes the way in which we are given our freedom. It is the 
"law of the Spirit" that liberates us from any condemnation by sin and death. 
The power of sin and death is more than matched, and overcome, by the power 
of the Spirit. Bondage to sin ends in death, but the freedom given by the 
Spirit provides life eternal. What a glorious hope is ours that the gift of 
the Spirit is shared freely with those who are "in Christ."

Romans 8:3-4 - "For God has done what the law, weakened by the flesh, could 
not do; by sending his own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh, and to deal 
with sin, he condemned sin in the flesh, so the just requirement of the law 
might be fulfilled in us, who walk not according to the flesh but according 
to the Spirit."
(For what the law could NOT do, in its weakness in the flesh, GOD [has done] 
sending his own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh and concerning 
sin-condemned sin in the flesh!

God has acted on our behalf, sending the Son!

In order that the righteousness of the law would be filled full, overflowing, 
in us who no longer walk according to the flesh but according to the Spirit!

Now in Ephesians 2, verse one says, "Now you were dead in the trespasses and 
sins in which you were walking" and then after talking about being saved by 
grace verse 10 says, "For we are what he has made us to be, created in Christ 
Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand that we should walk in 
them."
I like this image of the Christian faith as a walking, a step by step, like 
the Israelites walking through the wilderness of Sinai for 40 years and like 
the two disciples walking to Emmaus.

Dr. Moyer writes, "Paul goes on to explain how his readers are freed from the 
law. God is the source of that freedom! What the law could never do, God 
has done. God did this by sending his Son in human form - the Christmas 
message - and carried forward in the Good Friday message - his atonement. On 
top of all that - incarnation and atonement - we have been given the Spirit 
so that we can walk by the Spirit and not by the flesh. What was totally and 
completely impossible for humans to achieve - their salvation - has been 
fully provided by the grace of God. The end and purpose that God had in view 
when he sent his Son was our justification."



