GOOD MORNING!!  Welcome to this reading through of the epistle to the Romans!!  I am reading through this letter of Paul’s with Bishop Emeritus Virgil Moyer and Pastor Lou Smith.

I am also reading Martin Luther’s commentary on this epistle as well.

In his “Preface to the Epistle of St. Paul to the Romans” Luther writes:


“This epistle is really the chief part of the New Testament, and is truly the purest gospel. It is worthy not only that every Christian should know it word for word, by heart, but also that he/she should occupy himself/herself with it every day, as the daily bread of the soul. We can never read it or ponder over it too much; for the more we deal with it, the more precious it becomes and the better it tastes.”

If you know of others who might enjoy a study coming to them at home or the office, just get them to contact Debbie Worley at worley@roanoke.edu.


(TEXT FOR TODAY: ROMANS 8:31-39)


31 What then are we to say about these things? If God is for us, who is against us? 32 He who did not withhold his own Son, but gave him up for all of us, will he not with him also give us everything else? 33 Who will bring any charge against God's elect? It is God who justifies. 34 Who is to condemn? It is Christ Jesus, who died, yes, who was raised, who is at the right hand of God, who indeed intercedes for us. 35 Who will separate us from the love of Christ? Will hardship, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or sword? 36 As it is written, "For your sake we are being killed all day long; we are accounted as sheep to be slaughtered." 37 No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him who loved us. 38 For I am convinced that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor things present, nor things to come, nor powers, 39 nor height, nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord. 


PRAYER FOR TODAY: Lord Jesus, nothing shall separate us from your love!
Nothing! How wonderful that assurance is!! That is true for my
calamities, but it is also true for my words and deeds this day as your
ambassador. Help me to remember that you are very much present for my
life and that you are building your church upon me, carrying out your
plan for this world through me as your baptized child. Let my darkness
give way to your own brilliant light, and may those in darkness see your
brilliant light in my eyes, my words, my deeds and decisions this day.
Hear my prayers for _____________________. Amen.

(For those who have the time and desire to read on)

31 "What then shall we say about these things? If God is for us, who is
against us?"

(The summation of chapter 8 is the summation of the letter of Romans
thus far as well! Some scholars see this summary of chapter 8 as the
climax to the whole letter!!

If God is for us, who is against us? If God, whose wrath we were under,
if God, who rescued us from the powers of sin, wrath, evil, the law, if
God, who is the Lord of the whole groaning creation and made everything
in the whole universe, if God is for us, then who of any comparable
consequence could be possibly against us!!!!?

If God is for us-this is not meant to be conditional but actually
causal. "Since, because God is for us." Yet the questions that follow
are wonderful questions and answers intended to bring ever more and
again confidence in the assuring, rescuing love of God for us in the
midst of our sufferings, doubts, fears, and vulnerabilities to
creaturely mortality, sin, evil, and death!)

32 "He who did not withhold his own Son, but gave him up for all of us,
will he not with him also give us everything else?"

(Afterall, it was God who sent his only begotten Son to die for us!!! He
gave us the most precious life for our own life! Since God has not
withheld the most precious thing, His Son, in order to intentionally
make us His own! To sacrifice that much for you, can you possibly think
of anything that could override that divine intention? 

But Jesus, God's Son, is not lost, but is triumphantly risen for us! In
the joy of the returned Son, the Father has given all to His Son, who
died to give you all His own life! Now you have all that divine
intention directed at you, for you!

"Yeah, but what about my sin, my thoughts and desires, my opposing the
coming of the kingdom? Can't that be what keeps God from being for
me?")

33 "Who will bring any charge against God's elect? It is God who
justifies!"

(Notice that it does not say, "Who will bring any charge against you?",
but "Who will bring any charge against GOD'S ELECT!" Talk about
privilege! You aren't just you; you are God's elect; you are the apple
of God's eye! AND! It is God who justifies, who declares you to be God's
elect!! Who can say anything different if God says so[!!]?)

34 "Who is to condemn? It is Christ Jesus, who died, yes, who was
raised, who is at the right hand of God, who indeed intercedes for us."

(The risen and ascended Lord is pleading for you, interceding on your
behalf; who is more powerful than that? To me, this is one of the most
comforting statements of all scripture and all of human faith, religion,
imagining and literature! It expresses the awesome power of Jesus
Christ, as the ascended Lord, and it expresses the marvelous intent of
our Lord for us! So who of any consequence could dare condemn as lost
the one Christ has saved?

That is great news for me!! It is great news for ALL that Christ has
saved!! God has saved many I would condemn. May my mortal understanding
of salvation be damned! Thanks be to God for God's salvation!!!!!)

35 "Who will separate us from the love of Christ? Will hardship, or
distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or sword?"

(If charges and condemnations cannot separate us, can the physical
harshness of this world do it?

I am typing this study this morning at the bedside of my mother dying
from a severe stroke after several years of Alzheimer's. She is in a
deep sleep, mostly non-responsive, but who or what will separate her
from the love of Christ!!!! She lies trapped in limbo, but even here
the love of Christ surrounds her and will not let her go.)

36 "As it is written, 'For your sake we are being killed all day long;
we are accounted as sheep to be slaughtered.'"

(This verse seems a most peculiar quotation. A few years ago I finally
looked up its source in Psalm 44:22. The psalm is a national lament in
the midst of disaster and despair! If ever there was a place for people
experiencing the separation from God! It is one giant 9/11 happening all
around them and the psalmist is asking, "Where are you God?" It is a
hard psalm to read. The psalmist closes the psalm with a verse for
him/her that seems a plea, but for Paul and the Christian Church is an
amazing last verse!

"Rise up! Come to our help!
Redeem us for the sake of your steadfast love!"

This is EXACTLY what God in Christ HAS DONE for us!!!

The lament psalm has become a psalm of rescue and triumph in Christ!)

37 "No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him who
loved us."

(We are conquerors in all these things because CHRIST will not let them
separate us from HIM!! CHRIST is the conqueror!! We get to follow in
and participate in the victory parade!

38 "For I am convinced that neither death, no life, nor angels, nor
rulers, no things present, nor things to come, nor powers, 39 nor height
nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate
us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord."

(Paul is doing his best to include all the categories of things that
could separate us! "I am convinced!" "I am persuaded!" What is powerful
for me again is that the verb is passive! I don't convince myself, but
it is a faith, a knowledge, a comprehension of an argument that
convinces, that persuades me! It is a calling, a love that is working
all things for the good, a sighing too deep for words of a Spirit, a
love that is rescuing, a love that is sending in order that I may be
His, that is persuading, convincing, calming, assuring!!!!

I mentioned above about my mother. How powerful came the news of her
severe stroke and its certain meaning of impending death. We are waiting
by her bed for the certainty of her death.

How much more powerful for me is the timing of this section of scripture
and that it should come between Friday's scripture and today's
scripture. "We know that all things work together for good for those who
love God and who are called according to his purpose." Stroke "Nothing
shall separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus." 
How certain is the Word of God for us! How good is the life that God
works together for us! How assuring to sit beside the one lying lifeless
that you love and to know that nothing in all creation shall separate
this one from the love of God in Christ Jesus!

How blessed we are to know and believe this promise of God! How blessed
we are! How blessed we are........how very blessed we are. Thank you
Lord Jesus.)





