GOOD MORNING!!  Welcome to this reading through of the epistle to the Romans!!  I am reading through this letter of Paul’s with Bishop Emeritus Virgil Moyer and Pastor Lou Smith.

I am also reading Martin Luther’s commentary on this epistle as well.

In his “Preface to the Epistle of St. Paul to the Romans” Luther writes:


“This epistle is really the chief part of the New Testament, and is truly the purest gospel. It is worthy not only that every Christian should know it word for word, by heart, but also that he/she should occupy himself/herself with it every day, as the daily bread of the soul. We can never read it or ponder over it too much; for the more we deal with it, the more precious it becomes and the better it tastes.”

If you know of others who might enjoy a study coming to them at home or the office, just get them to contact Debbie Worley at worley@roanoke.edu.


(TEXT FOR TODAY: ROMANS 9:1-5)

(Romans 9) I am speaking the truth in Christ--I am not lying; my conscience confirms it by the Holy Spirit-- 2 I have great sorrow and unceasing anguish in my heart. 3 For I could wish that I myself were accursed and cut off from Christ for the sake of my own people, my kindred according to the flesh. 4 They are Israelites, and to them belong the adoption, the glory, the covenants, the giving of the law, the worship, and the promises; 5 to them belong the patriarchs, and from them, according to the flesh, comes the Messiah, who is over all, God blessed forever. Amen.

PRAYER FOR TODAY: Lord Jesus, I pray this day in thanksgiving that nothing shall separate us from your love. I also pray in thanksgiving for the rich gift of family, for the love of parents and siblings! I pray in thanksgiving for the gift of national heritage and for our nation in this most interesting time.  Hear my prayer that YOUR life would bring hope, joy, peace, kindness, faithfulness, generosity, patience for them all.  Let your will overcome all of our own wills; let your way be done among us all. Send me as your ambassador this day. Hear my prayers for _______________________. Amen.

(For those who have the time and desire to read on()

1 “I am speaking the truth in Christ—I am not lying, my conscience confirms it by the Holy Spirit—“
(I speak the truth in Christ, I do not lie, witnessing with/confirming me is my conscience in/by the Holy Spirit.

Paul is building up to a very poignant and personally hard word to share. So personally deep is this coming point that he uses three phrases to set it up: “I speak the truth”; “ I do not lie”; My conscience is my fellow witness by the Holy Spirit!”

I might say, “If ever I would share with you the truth in my heart, this is it.”)

2 “I have great sorrow and unceasing anguish in my heart.”
(I have great grief/sadness/sorrow and unceasing/relentless mental pain/anguish in my heart.

After three phrases of stating how personally true the coming message is, Paul now uses two phrases to speak how difficult what he is about to say is for him.

Great grief and unceasing anguish!  Wow, I wonder what is so personally painful for him?)

3 “For I could wish that I myself were accursed and cut off from Christ for the sake of my own people, my kindred according to the flesh.”
(For most of my life I have seen the beginning of chapter 9 in Romans as merely the beginning of a new section of his letter.

Now I understand these verses as revelatory of the pathos of Paul for his own family and people and tradition.

We don’t know what it was like for Paul, the respected Pharisee becoming the infamous Christian missionary, within his own Jewish family. Now we catch a glimpse. “I have great sorrow and unceasing anguish in my heart. For I could wish that I myself were an anethema and cut off from Christ for the sake of my own people, my kindred according to the flesh.”

This is the same Paul that will say in Philippians, “For his (Christ) sake, I have suffered the loss of everything and regard it all as rubbish (that is the mild translation!) in order that I may gain Christ and be found in him!” Now he is willing to lose all of that in order that his family might gain Christ and be found in him!!

I continue to stand over my mother’s bed watching her in her final hours. My family and I pray for her release into the loving arms of our crucified and risen and ascended Christ!! We are NOT people without hope, but we ARE people with a LIVING HOPE, CHRIST JESUS OUR LORD!!! Like John Donne’s sonnet we can sing, “Death be not proud though some have said thou art great, FOR THOU ART NOT SO!”  which ends with “Death THOU SHALT DIE!” With confidence and hope we are praying for release for our mother.

How different to stand over our mother with no hope, no Christ Jesus, crucified and risen and ascended for us. How uncertain the promises are without a God who has emptied himself for us, lived among us, died for us, raised for us, ascended to come for us!

Paul is speaking “for the sake of my own kindred!” How he would wish they would know this living hope in God who has come to rescue them from the powers of sin, evil, death, wrath, and all the things that would separate us from the love of God. If only they might know of the reassurance and certain hope of the love of God in Christ Jesus!

What about us? What about the loved ones we know who do not know the hope that is in Christ Jesus? Paul has a whole family full of those who do not confess the hope that is in Christ Jesus. He is in great anguish about them, and he now begins to ponder what God has in mind not just for the “Jewish nation”, but for mother, father, brother, sister, uncle, cousin that Paul loves and cares for greatly!!

The coming three chapters are not idle theological reflection! Rather, they are Paul’s words about his own beloved family and his trust and hope in his loving God made manifest in the love and life of Jesus Christ.)

4 “They are Israelites, and to them belong the adoption, the glory, the covenants, the giving of the law, the worship, and the promises;  5 to them belong the patriarchs, and from the them, according to the flesh, comes the Messiah, who is over all, God blessed forever. Amen.”
(This is more than another sentence, but it is rather the continuation of the previous sentence!

“my kindred according the flesh, 4 dwelling as Israelites, as also sons of the glory, the covenants, the law, the worship, the promises, and the fathers and from whom the Messiah according to the flesh, who is above all, God blessed forever more. Amen.”

Writing to Gentiles and Jews in Rome Paul asserts the great heritage of his beloved people, all the great gifts to humankind, all the blessings that God has called his people to share with the whole world. Now through this nation shall also come the Messiah, who shall be the great and final blessing that will transform all things into a blessing!

So often we forget the great privilege we have in being grafted into that heritage and that our Lord and Savior comes out of such a heritage!

There is much more to come!)

