GOOD MORNING!!  Welcome to this reading through of the epistle to the Romans!!  I am reading through this letter of Paul’s with Bishop Emeritus Virgil Moyer and Pastor Lou Smith.

I am also reading Martin Luther’s commentary on this epistle as well.

In his “Preface to the Epistle of St. Paul to the Romans” Luther writes:


“This epistle is really the chief part of the New Testament, and is truly the purest gospel. It is worthy not only that every Christian should know it word for word, by heart, but also that he/she should occupy himself/herself with it every day, as the daily bread of the soul. We can never read it or ponder over it too much; for the more we deal with it, the more precious it becomes and the better it tastes.”

If you know of others who might enjoy a study coming to them at home or the office, just get them to contact Debbie Worley at worley@roanoke.edu.


TEXT FOR TODAY:ROMANS 9: 30-33

(Romans) 30 What then are we to say? Gentiles, who did not strive for righteousness, have attained it, that is, righteousness through faith; 31 but Israel, who did strive for the righteousness that is based on the law, did not succeed in fulfilling that law. 32 Why not? Because they did not strive for it on the basis of faith, but as if it were based on works. They have stumbled over the stumbling stone, 33 as it is written, "See, I am laying in Zion a stone that will make people stumble, a rock that will make them fall, and whoever believes in him will not be put to shame."



PRAYER FOR TODAY: Lord Jesus, I remember the joy and comfort and devotion of the 23rd psalm. You are my shepherd and you bring refreshment and you stand forth for me in the valleys of deep shadows, you bring reconciliation with my enemies, but you especially follow me, hunt me down, go after me all my life! 
Hear my desire this day to want to follow you, to dwell in your house forever. Hear my desire this day to be your ambassador. Let not my own plans stumble over your plans, but let your plan bring life through my life. Hear my prayers this day for _________________. Amen.

(For those who have the time and desire to read onJ)

30 "What then are we to say? Gentiles, who did not strive for righteousness, 
have attained it, that is, righteousness through faith;"

(What then are we to say? That the Gentiles that did not pursue/seek 
after/follow/run after righteousness have obtained/attained righteousness!

The verb that is used for "pursue" also is used to talk about "persecuting". 
It is also the verb used in the Hebrew in the 23rd psalm that talks about the 
goodness and steadfast love that will "follow me/pursue me/hunt me 
down/persecute me all my life!"

And isn't this Paul's own experience!!!! Luke tells us in the Book of Acts 
that while Saul (Paul) is on the road to Damascus in order to persecute/seek 
after/pursue Christians there, suddenly he is caught from behind by the 
blinding light of Christ that knocks him from the donkey and says, "Saul, why 
are you persecuting me?" Paul, who is pursuing Christians to capture 
Christians, is captured by Christ! Saul, who is following after Christians, 
discovers that he has been followed by Christ! And in so doing obtains a 
faith and righteousness in Christ that he was striving after in obeying the 
Law!!

31 "but Israel, who did strive for the righteousness that is based on the 
law, did not succeed in fulfilling that law."

(but Israel who DID pursue/run after/strive for the righteousness of the Law, 
did not attain/achieve/reach the Law [the Law's righteousness].

Again, I think Paul is speaking about his own life as well. The righteousness 
he was pursuing was the righteousness of the Law.)

32 "Why not? Because they did not strive for it on the basis of faith, but as 
if it were based on works. They have stumbled over the stumbling stone,"

(On account of what? That not from faith but rather from works [of the 
Law]-they stumble over the stone of stumbling

Let's finish the point.)

33 "as it is written, 'See, I am laying in Zion a stone that will make people 
stumble, a rock that will make them fall, and whoever believes in him will 
not be put to shame.'"

(This verse comes from Isaiah 28:16. There the prophet is speaking to a time 
when Assyrian was threatening to invade from the north and Israel had sought 
a treaty with Egypt, rather than trusting in God's ability to save. The 
stone, the precious cornerstone in the prophecy is faith in God, "One who 
trusts will not panic." If they have faith in God, God will indeed deliver 
them from the horrific threat of Assyria to the north and Egypt to the south.

But the verses of Isaiah 28:14-20 could be read from Paul's perspective of 
those in Paul's day, in present Jerusalem, who are cherishing the Law while 
not trusting in the good news of Jesus Christ. Now the precious stone is 
faith in the stumbling block of God, Christ. And again, faith in what God is 
doing is the stumbling block.

Martin Luther is helpful here. He speaks to these verses in his lectures and 
speaks to the difference between seeking to attain the sign versus the real 
thing. Attaining the Law is attaining the sign; Christ is the real thing.

Those who have traveled on I-95 know the difference between the sign and the 
real thing once I mention, "South of the Border." One begins to see the 
signs for "South of the Border" miles and miles before you ever get to the 
actual place!! You attain one sign after another, mile after mile after mile 
after mile…..right!!!? But the sign that proclaims "South of the Border" is 
still NOT "South of the Border." The sign is but a shadow, the resort is the 
real substance. [Forgive my speaking of "South of the Border" as something 
'real' or of 'substance', but it is most definitely a way to highlight 
between sign and real thing.]

In Colossians we read, "Therefore do not let anyone condemn you in matters of 
food and drink or of observing festivals, new moons, or Sabbaths. These are 
only a shadow of what is to come, but the substance belongs to Christ."

The Law is a sign pointing to the righteousness of God, but God working in 
Christ is the real thing, the true righteousness! Paul, in the Law's 
righteousness, was persecuting Christians until the true righteousness, the 
life of Christ, knocked him off his donkey!

In Galatians Paul writes, "Is the Law then opposed to the promises of God? 
Certainly not! For if a law had been given that could make a person alive, 
then righteousness would indeed come through the Law." But it doesn't, it 
comes through the true righteousness of God, Jesus Christ. 

The difference between the righteousness that the Law points to and the 
righteousness of Christ, the grace and life of God, is the difference between 
the sign "23 miles! Chili today, hot tamali!" and the real thing.

And while the whole chapter is about how God chooses one over the other, or 
uses one as a tool and another as a special vessel, it is ALSO about TRUSTING 
IN THE INTENTIONAL LOVE OF GOD FOR GOD'S WORLD AND GOD'S PLAN TO WORK ALL THINGS FOR THE GOOD.)



