GOOD MORNING!!  Welcome to this reading through of the epistle to the Romans!!  I am reading through this letter of Paul’s with Bishop Emeritus Virgil Moyer and Pastor Lou Smith.

I am also reading Martin Luther’s commentary on this epistle as well.

In his “Preface to the Epistle of St. Paul to the Romans” Luther writes:


“This epistle is really the chief part of the New Testament, and is truly the purest gospel. It is worthy not only that every Christian should know it word for word, by heart, but also that he/she should occupy himself/herself with it every day, as the daily bread of the soul. We can never read it or ponder over it too much; for the more we deal with it, the more precious it becomes and the better it tastes.”

If you know of others who might enjoy a study coming to them at home or the office, just get them to contact Debbie Worley at worley@roanoke.edu.


Forgive this personal note of digression:  I write this study on the afternoon of my mother’s funeral.  Are we not all so very blessed by the living hope that is in Christ Jesus!!  So much of our daily life and daily struggle comes to its sharpest clarity at the moment of death or the moment of death for a loved one. Here at this moment the Lord of Life and the Lord of Death come full face; here the summation of my life’s work and intent faces the briefness of our mortality and the eternity of God! Thanks be to God for the birth, life, death, resurrection, and ascension of our wondrous Lord Jesus Christ!!

Thank you for being the body of Christ for me!

(TEXT FOR TODAY: ROMANS 9: 6-9)

6 It is not as though the word of God had failed. For not all Israelites truly belong to Israel, 7 and not all of Abraham's children are his true descendants; but "It is through Isaac that descendants shall be named for you." 8 This means that it is not the children of the flesh who are the children of God, but the children of the promise are counted as descendants. 9 For this is what the promise said, "About this time I will return and Sarah shall have a son."

PRAYER FOR TODAY: Lord Jesus, I live by your promises. I entrust those I love into the hands of your promises. Because you live and are the crucified and risen Lord of Life, help me to be an ambassador of your never failing love and life. Let the words, deeds, hands, feet, heart, and mind be of service and eternal use for your plan and work. Let all my faith and shortcomings be used by you to yet make all things work for the good. Hear my prayers this day for ___________________. Amen.

(For those who have the time and desire to read on()

(For all that follows in chapters 9-11 it seems to me that it is MOST important that we remember that Paul is a Jew. Paul is a Jew who had become a Pharisee, so proud and convinced of the Torah’s goodness and rightness that he was a persecutor of the Church! Paul was a Jew by birth; his family’s tradition was in the covenants, promises, torah of the Jewish tradition. What follows is more than objective theology. When Paul speaks to Jews not believing in Jesus as the Messiah, Paul is speaking about loved ones and friends. He has many familiar and personally treasured faces that come to mind as he speaks to the rejection of the gospel by many Jews.

As I read over the coming three chapters I see a number of images that is not so much a concise argument, but a struggle to speak to the wonderful election of God that should bring assurance to Gentile believers and bring hope to Jews.  When I remember that it is a Jewish Pharisee who loves his tradition and now loves his Lord and Savior, Jesus, the Christ/Messiah I also see Paul’s understanding of divine election and forbearance to be quite extensive. As the argument in chapter 11 comes to it conclusion, I see a Christian who knows the deep love of God expressed in Jesus Christ. As this Christian then looks at his own loved ones who have yet to come to faith in the Lord Jesus, he still clings to the wonderful mystery of divine election for his loved ones! This is more than just speculative theology, it is the pathos of Paul’s love for his own in the depth of God’s love for His own.)

6 “It is not as though the word of God had failed. For not all Israelites truly belong to Israel, 7 and not all of Abraham’s children are his true descendants; but ‘It is through Isaac that descendants shall be named for you.’ 8 This means that it is not the children of the flesh who are the children of God, but the children of the promise are counted as descendants.”

(It is not that the word of God has fallen short/failed/ faded. No, the word of God is going to be accomplished by the one who works all things together for the good! No, the word of God is going to be accomplished by the one who will let nothing separate his love that is in Christ Jesus! God’s Word is going to be accomplished! THAT is the point of these chapters 9-11!

For not all those from Israel are those of Israel and not all of the sperm/seed of Abraham are children of Abraham, BUT “in Isaac shall be called for you seed” that is, NOT the children of the flesh that are the children of God BUT the children of the gospel/promise shall be reckoned/proved to be the seed.

Now this section reminds me so much of Paul’s earlier letter writing to the Galatians. There he speaks to the two sons: one born of the slave woman, Hagar, and the other born through the promise of God to Sarah. Paul says there that Ishmael, the son of Hagar, is born of the mere flesh, but Isaac, born according to the promise made to Sarah, is born according the Spirit! Both are children of Abraham, but one is of the flesh and the other is of the Spirit. One is of the Law, and the other is of the Spirit.  [This is in Galatians 4:21-28.]

Now there are those who are Abraham’s descendants by fleshly means, simply by Jewish natural descent. Others are Abraham’s descendants through the faith of the Spirit who believe in God by faith as Abraham believed by faith. [This is also in Galatians 3:6-9] 

In Galatians as in Romans 4, Paul is saying that Abraham is primarily the father of FAITH in God! Abraham is also the father of Israel. The traditional view had been that through Abraham’s descendants, the nations/Gentiles were to be blessed. It was a blood line faithfulness. In Galatians, Paul points not to the bloodline, but Paul points to the faith of Abraham! Those who believe like Abraham are the descendants. Just like Abraham believed and it was reckoned to him as righteousness, so we who believe will be reckoned as righteous and receive the promise of the Spirit.  EXCEPT! The righteousness of God has now been revealed as Jesus Christ who has been given to us who were enemies of God! The seedline is not through blood but through the Holy Spirit! OR the seedline is now through the blood of Jesus Christ who IS the righteousness of God!)

9 “For this is what the promise said, ‘About this time I will return and Sarah shall have a son.’”

(Here Paul lifts up the PROMISE. I recall how in Galatians 4, Isaac is lifted up as the child born according to the promise, born according to the Spirit of God. Then Paul in Galatians 4:28  says, “Now you, my friends, are children of the promise like Isaac.”

In the following chapters 9-11, Paul is going to be talking about all those who are the children of the promise! All those who are elected and all those who by God’s divine will and plan will be saved.  

I see the following chapters not as a discourse on who will be saved and who will not be saved, but a discourse on the hope of Paul in the divine mercy of God whose love has been revealed in Jesus Christ! It’s intent is to bring consolation rather than fear; it’s intent is to bring hope rather than despair.)

