GOOD MORNING!!  Welcome to this reading through of the epistle to the Romans!!  I am reading through this letter of Paul’s with Bishop Emeritus Virgil Moyer and Pastor Lou Smith.

I am also reading Martin Luther’s commentary on this epistle as well.

In his “Preface to the Epistle of St. Paul to the Romans” Luther writes:


“This epistle is really the chief part of the New Testament, and is truly the purest gospel. It is worthy not only that every Christian should know it word for word, by heart, but also that he/she should occupy himself/herself with it every day, as the daily bread of the soul. We can never read it or ponder over it too much; for the more we deal with it, the more precious it becomes and the better it tastes.”

If you know of others who might enjoy a study coming to them at home or the office, just get them to contact Debbie Worley at worley@roanoke.edu.


(TEXT FOR TODAY: ROMANS 10:1-4)

(Romans 10) Brothers and sisters, my heart's desire and prayer to God for them is that they may be saved. 2 I can testify that they have a zeal for God, but it is not enlightened. 3 For, being ignorant of the righteousness that comes from God, and seeking to establish their own, they have not submitted to God's righteousness. 4 For Christ is the end of the law so that there may be righteousness for everyone who believes.

PRAYER FOR TODAY: Lord Jesus, I give thanks that by your life, death, and resurrection that you have revealed the heart of the Father’s love for this world. Grant to me through your Word your Holy Spirit that I might have a living, daring confidence in your Lordship, that I might have a powerful desire to be your ambassador, confident of the power of your love for this world. Hear my prayer this day for _______________________.  Amen.

(For those who have the time and desire to read on()

1 “Brothers and sisters, my heart’s desire and prayer to God for them is that they may be saved.”
(Brothers [and sisters] it is still the desire/pleasure of my heart and my prayer to God for them [to come] into salvation.)

2 “I can testify that they have a zeal for God, but it is not enlightened.”

(For I bear witness/testify that they have a zeal for God, BUT not according to knowledge.)

3 “For, being ignorant of the righteousness that comes from God, and seeking to establish their own, they have not submitted to God’s righteousness.”

(For ignorant of the righteousness of God, and seeking to establish their own [righteousness], they have not submitted to God’s righteousness.

Now in his Preface to the Book to the Romans Luther writes about the righteousness of God. He first begins by talking about “faith.”

“Faith is not the human notion and dream that some people call faith. When they see that no improvement of life and no good works follow—although they can hear and say much about faith—they fall into the error of saying, ‘Faith is not enough; one must do works in order to be righteous and be saved.’ This is due to the fact that when they hear the gospel, they get busy and by their own powers create an idea in their heart which says, ‘I believe’; they take this then to be a true faith. But, as it is a human figment and idea that never reaches the depths of the heart, nothing comes of it either, and no improvement follows.


Faith, however, is a divine work in us which changes us and makes us to be born anew of God. It kills the old Adam and makes us altogether different men, in heart and spirit and mind and powers; and it brings with it the Holy Spirit. O it is a living, busy, active, mighty thing, this faith…..Faith is a living, daring confidence in God’s grace, so sure and certain that he believer would stake his life on it a thousand times. This knowledge of and confidence in God’s grace makes men glad and bold and happy in dealing with God and with all creatures. And this is the work which the Holy Spirit performs in faiih. Because of it, without compulsion, a person is rady and glad to do  good to everyone, to serve everyone, to suffer everything, out of love nad praise to God who has shown him this grace….


Righteousness, then, is such a faith.”

The righteousness of Christ is how we believe and live once faith in Christ comes alive within us. It is not a righteousness that we create but a righteousness that comes from the belief that the promises of God in Christ are true.

This is how Paul is separating between those “seeking to establish their own righteousness by what they do” and the righteousness of God by what God has done in Christ for us.)

4 “For Christ is the end of the law so that there may be righteousness for everyone who believes.”
(For Christ is the culmination/goal/fulfillment/end of the law into righteousness of all those who believe. What the torah was seeking to reveal and the relationship that God desired for us, Christ is truly the fulfillment/goal/culmination of all of that.)

