GOOD MORNING!!  Welcome to this reading through of the epistle to the Romans!!  I am reading through this letter of Paul’s with Bishop Emeritus Virgil Moyer and Pastor Lou Smith.

If you know of others who might enjoy a study coming to them at home or the office, just get them to contact Debbie Worley at worley@roanoke.edu.

(TEXT FOR TODAY: ROMANS 10:18-21)

(Romans 10) 18 But I ask, have they not heard? Indeed they have; for "Their voice has gone out to all the earth, and their words to the ends of the world." 19 Again I ask, did Israel not understand? First Moses says, "I will make you jealous of those who are not a nation; with a foolish nation I will make you angry." 20 Then Isaiah is so bold as to say, "I have been found by those who did not seek me; I have shown myself to those who did not ask for me." 21 But of Israel he says, "All day long I have held out my hands to a disobedient and contrary people." 

PRAYER FOR TODAY: Lord Jesus,  send me as your ambassador this day that all that I do AND say, I may do in your Name giving thanks to the Father in the power of your Holy Spirit! For each new time that I pass by one who needs my loving aid or your life-giving Word forgive me and give to me a greater desire to be your ambassador. Hear my prayer for the lives of all those in Iraq. Let the way be one of peace and the loss of life very small for all those involved. Let that same desire of mine be so in every land of our world, so help me to see the plight of my brothers and sisters in all the world’s needs this day. Lord Jesus your Word and your love goes to the ends of the world and I remember the psalmist who says of you, “Come behold the works of the Lord; see what desolations he has brought on the earth. He makes wars cease to the end of the earth; he breaks the bow, and shatters the spear; he burns the shields with fire. ‘Be still, and know that I am God!’” Thy kingdom come; thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Hear my prayers this day for __________________________. Amen.

(For those who have the time and the desire to read on()

18 “But I ask, have they not heard? Indeed they have; for ‘Their voice has gone out to all the earth, and their words to the ends of the world.’”

(“Into all the earth His voice has gone out and to the ends/outermost boundaries of the inhabited world/humankind/ the Roman Empire have gone His words.” 

I think it is interesting that this quote by Paul is from Psalm 19. Now in Romans 10 Paul has been speaking about the Word of Christ who is the Word of God come down from heaven, the Son of the God  who is in the heavens. Psalm 19:1-4 begins:

“The heavens are telling the glory of God; and the firmament proclaims his handiwork. Day to day pours forth speech, and night to night declares knowledge. 

There is no speech, nor are their words; their voice is not heard

Yet their voice goes out through all the earth, and their words to the end of the world.”

These verses are reminiscent of Paul’s words back in chapter 1:19 “For what can be known about God is plain to them because God has shown it to them. Ever since the creation of the world his eternal power and divine nature, invisible though they are, have been understood and seen through the things he has made.”

Now in chapter 10 Paul is saying that the Word of God about Jesus has gone out. Indeed Paul’s mission is about the Word going out to the ends of the Roman Empire, to all the nations of the Roman Empire. Paul’s desire, that he states in his letter, is to go on to Spain, to the western boundary of the Roman Empire.

Paul had said in 10:14 ‘And how are they to believe in one of whom they have never heard?’ Now in verse 18 Paul says that the Word about Jesus HAS gone out to all the ends of the earth, so the Jews of his day have heard this word about Jesus. 

So Paul continues.)

19 “Again I ask, did Israel not understand? First Moses says, “I will make you jealous of those who are not a nation; with a foolish nation I will make you angry.”

(Now this verse quotes from Deuteronomy 32:21, from the “Song of Moses”. The song is speaking to Israel in the wilderness and to their turning to other gods, to idols. Verse 18, “You were unmindful of the Rock that bore you; you forgot the God who gave you birth.” 19 “The Lord saw it, and was jealous, he spurned his sons and daughters. 20 He said: I will hide my face from them, I will see what their end will be; for they are a perverse generation, children in whom there is no faithfulness. 21 They made me jealous with what is no god, provoked me with their idols. So I will make them jealous with what is no people, provoke them with a foolish nation.”

In the gospel of Christ that is believed by the nations, by the Gentiles, God is provoking His people, Israel. God said he would do this in the Song of Moses, and now Paul is saying that it is happening now as Paul is moving across the Roman Empire. The Jews see the nations, the Gentiles believing in the God of the Old Testament who is now revealed through the death and resurrection of the Messiah, Jesus! That is really provoking the Jews of Paul’s day!)

20 “Then Isaiah is so bold as to say, “I have been found by those who did not seek me; I have shown myself to those who did not ask for me.’” 21 “But of Israel he says, ‘All day long I have held out my hands to a disobedient and contrary people.”
(Let me give some more possibilities for the translation of some words in this verse: “I have been found/discovered by them who did not seek me/ who did not search for me/who did not strive for me/ who did not even look for me!”

“I became visible/ I became revealed to them who did not even ask for me!”

Now doesn’t that sound unfair?!! God has made himself known to those who weren’t even seeking God! God has been found among those who were not even looking for God!!

Now THAT ought to provoke God’s people!

Now this verse quoted is from Isaiah 65:1 from the Septuagent. But this is only the first half of the verse. Listen to the whole verse and then I will add Isaiah 65:2 also. In the previous chapter the prophet has spoken to the fact that the nation of Israel has become deaf to God. “There is no one who calls on your name.” Vs 7

Chapter 65 begins with God speaking: (What if it is now Jesus, God in the flesh who speaks these words to his people, the Jews.)

1 I was ready to be sought out by those who did not ask, to be found by those who did not seek me.

I said, ‘Here I am, here I am,’ to a nation that did not call on my name.

2 I held out my hands all day long to a rebellious people.)

Romans 10:21 and Isaiah 65:2 both say, “All day long I held out my hands to a rebellious people.” I think of Jesus on the cross. All day long his arms were stretched out wide for a rebellious people.

Now while Paul is speaking about his own people who believe in God but do not believe in Jesus, I also hear these verses speaking to me.  God continues to be known among those I would not think were God’s people! God seems to keep being found among those not seeking God! And I am one of those for whom Christ stretched out his arms all day long for my rebellious heart! Here is good news too! The Word of God is being heard to the ends of the earth by people around the globe, the most unlikely people too! Like Isaiah says in chapter 55, The word is accomplishing what God intends it to do!

Faith comes by hearing, and lots of people are hearing that Word and believing! All around the world people are hearing and believing!  All around our nation all kinds of people are hearing and believing! I am called to be an ambassador to speak, to proclaim the Word, and I am called to be a disciple to be a hearer of the Word as well.)

