GOOD MORNING!!  Welcome to this reading through of the epistle to the Romans!!  I am reading through this letter of Paul’s with Bishop Emeritus Virgil Moyer and Pastor Lou Smith.

I am also reading Martin Luther’s commentary on this epistle as well.

In his “Preface to the Epistle of St. Paul to the Romans” Luther writes:


“This epistle is really the chief part of the New Testament, and is truly the purest gospel. It is worthy not only that every Christian should know it word for word, by heart, but also that he/she should occupy himself/herself with it every day, as the daily bread of the soul. We can never read it or ponder over it too much; for the more we deal with it, the more precious it becomes and the better it tastes.”

If you know of others who might enjoy a study coming to them at home or the office, just get them to contact Debbie Worley at worley@roanoke.edu.


(TEXT FOR TODAY: ROMANS 10:5-10)


(Romans 10) 5 Moses writes concerning the righteousness that comes from the law, that "the person who does these things will live by them." 6 But the righteousness that comes from faith says, "Do not say in your heart, 'Who will ascend into heaven?'" (that is, to bring Christ down) 7 "or 'Who will descend into the abyss?'" (that is, to bring Christ up from the dead). 8 But what does it say? "The word is near you, on your lips and in your heart" (that is, the word of faith that we proclaim); 9 because if you confess with your lips that Jesus is Lord and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved. 10 For one believes with the heart and so is justified, and one confesses with the mouth and so is saved.


PRAYER FOR TODAY: Lord Jesus, you did not think equality with God as 
something to exploit for yourself, but you emptied yourself and became as us, 
born of a woman. And being a servant among us, you humbled yourself and 
became obedient to death, even death on a cross. Therefore God has exalted 
you and given you a name above all names. Let your name be in my heart and 
upon my lips this day as your ambassador. May I confess you as my Lord, my 
rescuer, my life, and my salvation. Hear my prayer this day for 
___________________. Send me by your Holy Spirit in your Name. Amen.

(For those who have the time and desire to read on)

5 "Moses writes concerning the righteousness that comes from the law, that 
'the person who does these things will live by them.'"

(Now Paul quotes this same verse, Leviticus 18:5, in Galatians, a letter 
which has preceded the writing of this letter. In that section of the letter 
to the Galatians, Paul writes, "For all who rely on the works of the law are 
under a curse; for it is written, "Cursed is everyone who does not observe 
and obey all the things written in the book of the law." Now it is evident 
that no one is justified before God by the law; for 'The one who is righteous 
will live by faith." But the law does not rest on faith, on the contrary, 
'Whoever does the works of the law will live by them.'"

In Galatians Paul had been contrasting the works of the law with faith in 
Jesus Christ. 

Here in Romans Paul has been talking of two kinds of righteousness, the 
righteousness that comes from doing the works of the law and the 
righteousness that comes from faith in Jesus Christ.

So he hammers his point home by using an argument he has been using in other 
places by quoting from Leviticus 18:5 to contrast the works of the law with 
faith in Jesus Christ.

Reading Leviticus 18:1-30, you see a section of scripture written to the 
Hebrews seeking to live holy lives. Verses 2 and 30 frame the section with "I 
am the Lord your God."

Verses 1-5 form a prologue for the chapter about holy living.

One scholar translates verse 3 of that chapter, "According to the doings of 
the land of Egypt, where you used to live, you shall not do; and according to 
the doings of the land of Canaan, where I am bringing you, you shall not do; 
neither shall you live by their statutes. You must obey/do my laws and be 
careful to follow/do my decrees. I am the Lord your God. Keep my decrees and 
laws, for the man who obeys them will live by them. I am the Lord."

Perhaps Paul is also working with the added overlay between laws to help the 
Hebrews coming into Canann to live their mortal life in Leviticus and the 
faith that brings eternal life now in Christ.)

Verse 6-10 (Now Paul goes to another part of the torah/the Law, Deuteronomy 
30! Here is the summary of all the statues and laws that have been given by 
Moses. Deuteronomy is a wonderful book that speaks to the pathos of God's 
love for God's people and God's desire for the people to love God. "You shall 
love the Lord your God with all your heart, and soul, and strength." This is 
what begins a long section on the intent of God and the intent of God's torah.

Now at the conclusion of the section of torah come these verses that Paul now 
quotes:

Deut 30:11-14 "Surely, this commandment that I am commanding you today is not 
too hard for you, nor is it too far away. It is not in heaven, that you 
should say, 'Who will go up to heaven for us, and get it for us so that we 
may hear it and observe it?" Neither is it beyond the sea, that you should 
say, 'Who will cross to the other side of the sea for us, and get it for us 
so that we may hear it and observe it" No, the word is very near to you; it 
is in your mouth and in your heart for you to observe."

Paul now, having contrasted the righteousness of the law in verse 5, now 
begins verse 6 with, "But the righteousness that comes from faith says, "Do 
not say in your heart, 'Who will ascend into heaven?' this is, to bring down 
Christ! Or 'Who will descend into the abyss?' this is, to bring Christ up 
from the dead." But what does it say? 'The word is near you, on your lips and 
in your heart.' This is, the word of faith that we proclaim; because if you 
confess with your lips [mouth] that Jesus is Lord and believe in your heart 
that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved [live].

In Deuteronomy God is saying to the people that God has given them the Law. 
It is in their hands and it is to be received in their heart and spoken from 
their mouths, especially to their children. They don't have to go to heaven 
or across the sea like a great quest, but God has given it to them and placed 
it in their hands. Deuteronomy means 'second law'.

But now Paul offers a second Deuteronomy, the righteousness of faith in 
Christ! And don't say, "This is too hard!" For Christ has emptied himself and 
come down from heaven to be born in a manger. [Paul talks about this in 
Philippians 2:5-10.] or to talk about going down into the abyss. Christ has 
done this through his death and resurrection. Now through the preaching of 
the gospel, the word of Christ is on lips, out of mouths, and into hearts.

Deuteronomy goes on to say in the following verse, "IF you obey the 
commandments….then you shall live." The gospel proclaims, "Because I live, 
therefore, you shall live.")



