GOOD MORNING!!  Welcome to this reading through of the epistle to the Romans!!  I am reading through this letter of Paul’s with Bishop Emeritus Virgil Moyer and Pastor Lou Smith.

I am also reading Martin Luther’s commentary on this epistle as well.

In his “Preface to the Epistle of St. Paul to the Romans” Luther writes:


“This epistle is really the chief part of the New Testament, and is truly the purest gospel. It is worthy not only that every Christian should know it word for word, by heart, but also that he/she should occupy himself/herself with it every day, as the daily bread of the soul. We can never read it or ponder over it too much; for the more we deal with it, the more precious it becomes and the better it tastes.”

If you know of others who might enjoy a study coming to them at home or the office, just get them to contact Debbie Worley at worley@roanoke.edu.


(TEXT FOR TODAY: ROMANS 11:1-6)

(Romans 11) I ask, then, has God rejected his people? By no means! I myself am an Israelite, a descendant of Abraham, a member of the tribe of Benjamin. 2 God has not rejected his people whom he foreknew. Do you not know what the scripture says of Elijah, how he pleads with God against Israel? 3 "Lord, they have killed your prophets, they have demolished your altars; I alone am left, and they are seeking my life." 4 But what is the divine reply to him? "I have kept for myself seven thousand who have not bowed the knee to Baal." 5 So too at the present time there is a remnant, chosen by grace. 6 But if it is by grace, it is no longer on the basis of works, otherwise grace would no longer be grace.
PRAYER FOR TODAY:  Lord Jesus,  I thank you this day for the gift of the good news of your life for us. Your birth in a Palestinian manger can still express how your life enters fully the most public, most common, most forgotten places of our lives. Your cross outside the city wall can speak to your life that knows fully and overcomes the most deadly, hate-filled, godforsaken places of our world and life. It speaks to a world looking for scapegoats, crucifying the unimportant, constantly searching for the ones for whom it would be better that they die than a whole nation perish. Your words from the cross cry out godforsakeness and forgiveness and promises. Your empty tomb can proclaim a hope from despair, a joy from sorrow, a life from death, a tomorrow from a yesterday, a beginning from an ending, a reign that overcomes, defeats, outlives powers of evil, sin, and death. Through my baptism you have marked me as your own and you have filled me with the Spirit of your life and death and resurrection. Send me this day as your ambassador to express, to speak, and to proclaim a Word that can form presence, forgiveness, and hope in others through the power of the Spirit. Hear my prayers this day for ____________________. Amen.

(For those who have the time and desire to read on()

1 “I ask, then, has God rejected his people? By no means! I myself am an Israelite, a descendant of Abraham, a member of the tribe of Benjamin.”

(Paul is living proof that God is active among “his people”. This verse reminds me of Philippians 3:5 where Paul is speaking to his reason for having “confidence in the flesh”, that is, in his Jewish pedigree: 3:5 “circumcised on the  eighth day, a member of the people of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew born of Hebrews; as to the law, a Pharisee, as to zeal, a persecutor of the church; as to righteousness under the law, blameless.”

Here Paul again speaks to his strong roots as a faithful Jew in the long tradition of faith going back to Abraham. God has not rejected him. In fact, God went after him even when he was persecuting Christians!)

2-6 (Paul now uses the story of Elijah in the wilderness. You can find this story in I Kings 19, and it is a wonderful story following another great story in I Kings 18!

In I Kings 19, Elijah is fleeing for his life, and he has gone looking for God. He goes to the holy mountain where Moses encountered God, and Elijah goes to the very cleft where Moses encountered God! Then comes fire, wind, earthquake, but God is not in all the “shock and awe” of God. Rather there is ‘crushed silence’, and in the silence God says to Elijah, “Elijah, what are you doing here?”

“I have been very jealous for the Lord, the God of hosts; for the Israelites have forsaken your covenant, thrown down your altars, and killed your prophets with the sword. I alone am left, and they are seeking my life, to take it away.”

And God answers in verses 15-18 in effect, “Get up, Elijah, I’ve got a mission for you to do and even though you think all of Israel as rejected me, I have left 7000 to join with you!”

God lays a plan before Elijah, when he believes the end of Israel’s faithfulness has come, that God still has a mission for Elijah and for Israel. Even though to Elijah it seems bleak, God has a plan that still involves God’s people. God is looking for his prophet to get up and get going!

“Has God rejected his people? By no means!” Maybe Paul sees himself like Elijah, a speaker of the divine Word who has been told to get up and go the utter limits of the inhabited world/Roman Empire. Though it seems that Israel is rejecting that Word, God has a plan that still involves God’s people! In I Kings 19 God will speak about 7000, Paul is moving in his argument to it including all of Israel!

I love this story in I Kings 18 and 19. Chapter 18 is a story of “shock and awe” of God and chapter 19 is the apparent absence of God! Elijah goes immediately from a mountain top experience to a harsh wilderness experience that carries him up another mountain!

In the midst of a time in Elijah’s life when he is overwhelmed, highly anxious, worried about tomorrow, fearful for his life, feeling alone, looking for God he isn’t given a powerful sign with fire, wind, and earthquake. But in the crushed silence he hears a mission and a hope and conviction that he belongs to God who has a plan for this world.

The very one who has retreated in fear is sent to be an ambassador of God’s word. Not because the fear, doubt, etc is over, but because the silence speaks to mission in God’s Name.

And the first thing that Elijah does as he leaves Mt. Horeb is he finds another, Elisha, who will walk with him and learn from him. Elijah immediately goes to call another, to speak to another about the mission of God.

May I do the same, not looking for signs, but trusting in the mission of living with Jesus Christ as Lord of Life.)

