GOOD MORNING!!  Welcome to this reading through of the epistle to the Romans!!  I am reading through this letter of Paul’s with Bishop Emeritus Virgil Moyer and Pastor Lou Smith.

I am also reading Martin Luther’s commentary on this epistle as well.

In his “Preface to the Epistle of St. Paul to the Romans” Luther writes:


“This epistle is really the chief part of the New Testament, and is truly the purest gospel. It is worthy not only that every Christian should know it word for word, by heart, but also that he/she should occupy himself/herself with it every day, as the daily bread of the soul. We can never read it or ponder over it too much; for the more we deal with it, the more precious it becomes and the better it tastes.”

If you know of others who might enjoy a study coming to them at home or the office, just get them to contact Debbie Worley at worley@roanoke.edu.

(TEXT FOR TODAY: ROMANS 11:33-36)

(ROMANS 11) 33 O the depth of the riches and wisdom and knowledge of God! How unsearchable are his judgments and how inscrutable his ways! 34 "For who has known the mind of the Lord? Or who has been his counselor?" 35 "Or who has given a gift to him, to receive a gift in return?" 36 For from him and through him and to him are all things. To him be the glory forever. Amen. 


PRAYER FOR TODAY: Lord Jesus, how boundless is your grace! How surprising is your birth, life, death, resurrection, ascension, and coming again in 
judgment for us all! How endless is your mercy and eternal your reign! In 
trust of your loving plan for this world, send me as your ambassador this 
day! Send me with a desire to speak your name to all I meet, Gentile and Jew, 
stranger and friend, colleague and neighbor, spouse and child. Hear my prayer 
this day for _________________. Amen.


Dr. Moyer writes:  It is as though Paul wishes his readers in Rome to understand that worship of God always follows on the heels of theological discussions.  But it is interesting that there is no mention of Christ in it!  WHY?  

 

It is also Paul seems completely awed by the conclusions he has reached.  This hymn of adoration is a fitting conclusion to Paul's argument.  Paul shares his praise of   God's mercy with his readers.  Most of its phrases remind us of Old Testament testimonies to God, probably reminding us of Paul's knowledge of his "Bible."   These phrases are found in Jeremiah and Isaiah and Job and the Psalms.  interesting to note that Paul reminds his readers that God does not owe anyone anything, since everything has come from God, even that which has been returned to Him.  

(For those who have the time and desire to read on J)

33 "O the depth of the riches and wisdom and knowledge of God! How 
unsearchable are his judgments and how inscrutable are his ways!

(O the depth/greatness of the riches and wisdom and knowledge of God! The 
word for depth is 'bathos' from the verb that means 'to go deep' way down 
into the depths of the deepest ocean!

"How unfathomable is such a depth/ how unfathomable are his judgments and how untraceable are his ways/roads!"

Some scholars have structured the letter of Romans with the end of chapter 8 
as the climax to the letter. "Nothing shall separate us from the love of God 
in Christ Jesus!" Some see this section of the letter as the end of the great 
theological treatise about the grace of God.

But others see the ending of chapter 11 as the great climax to the 
theological treatise of the letter! Here now, along with the grace of God in 
chapter 8, one can add the great faithfulness of God to God's promises to 
those who are disobedient and saved by grace!

What Jew would have thought that the Gentiles would be saved?!!!!! Who would 
think that the Jews who had rejected Jesus, God's Son, would be a part of 
God's plan for salvation?!!!!!!

How unfathomable are the judgments and the roads of God's plan! How wide is 
God's mercy!

34 "For who has known the mind of the Lord? Or who has been his counselor?"

(Now Paul seems to quote from Isaiah 40:13. Now if you want to read a 
chapter from scripture that speaks to the awesome omnipotent power of God, 
read Isaiah 40! It begins with the familiar text that is read during Advent, 
"Comfort, comfort ye my people." It is a chapter that speaks to a God who is 
powerful enough to accomplish what God intends. And that is carried through 
the following chapters in Isaiah and reaches its climax in Isaiah 55:8-11. 
Interestingly enough, the NRSV attributes Romans 11:33 with Isaiah 55:8!

"For my thoughts are not your thoughts, nor are your ways my ways, says the 
Lord. 9For as the heavens are higher than the earth, so are my ways higher 
than your ways, and my thoughts than your thoughts. 10 For as the rain and 
snow come down from heaven, and do not return there until they have watered 
the earth, making it bring forth and sprout, giving seed to the sower and 
bread to the eater, so shall my word be that goes from my mouth; it shall not 
return to me empty, but it shall accomplish that which I purpose and succeed 
in the thing for which I sent it.")

35 "Or who has given a gift to him, to receive a gift in return?"

("Or who has given first to him, and received repayment from him?" God is the 
first cause, is the initiator, is the one who is carrying out the plan for 
the world!)

36 "For from him and through him and to him are all things. To him be the 
glory forever. Amen."

("So that from him and through/by means of him and into/upon him [are] all 
things/[is] everything." Colossians will say, "For through him and for him 
all things were created." John will say, "All things came into being through 
him and without him not one thing came into being." In Romans, God is the 
subject. In Colossians, the beloved Son is the subject. In John, the Word is 
the subject. All is in the hands of the revealed gracious God!

To him the glory forever! Amen!

Paul has begun Romans with all falling short of the glory of God. Paul 
reaches a stunning climax with God's unfathomable mercy for Gentile and Jew! 
This is the power of the gospel that chapter 1 spoke in verses 16-17.
Now we are ready to begin talking about what it means for our living!!! We begin that on Tuesday!!)


