GOOD MORNING!!  Welcome to this reading through of the epistle to the Romans!!  I am reading through this letter of Paul’s with Bishop Emeritus Virgil Moyer and Pastor Lou Smith.

I am also reading Martin Luther’s commentary on this epistle as well.

In his “Preface to the Epistle of St. Paul to the Romans” Luther writes:


“This epistle is really the chief part of the New Testament, and is truly the purest gospel. It is worthy not only that every Christian should know it word for word, by heart, but also that he/she should occupy himself/herself with it every day, as the daily bread of the soul. We can never read it or ponder over it too much; for the more we deal with it, the more precious it becomes and the better it tastes.”

If you know of others who might enjoy a study coming to them at home or the office, just get them to contact Debbie Worley at worley@roanoke.edu.

(TEXT FOR TODAY: ROMANS 11:7-11)

(Romans 11) 7 What then? Israel failed to obtain what it was seeking. The elect obtained it, but the rest were hardened, 8 as it is written, "God gave them a sluggish spirit, eyes that would not see and ears that would not hear, down to this very day." 9 And David says, "Let their table become a snare and a trap, a stumbling block and a retribution for them; 10 let their eyes be darkened so that they cannot see, and keep their backs forever bent." 11 So I ask, have they stumbled so as to fall? By no means! But through their stumbling salvation has come to the Gentiles, so as to make Israel jealous.

PRAYER FOR TODAY: Lord Jesus, I read about the hardening of the hearts, and 
I know how stubborn and how my strong regard for you wavers far too often. I 
ask this day that your Holy Spirit would not harden but would soften my ears, 
eyes, heart, and mind to hear your Word and to respond in faith! I thank you 
that you have included all the nations of the world, even a Gentile like me, 
as your special people. Send me as your ambassador this day to speak to 
"others" about what your death and resurrection means for my life and for 
theirs. Grant that the works that I do may bear fruit in every good way and 
that I may grow this day in the knowledge of your holy will. Hear my prayers 
this day for _____________________. Hear all the prayers of your world for 
peace and keep all your children in your never failing arms. Hear our prayers 
for our President and the leaders of the world that your will for justice and 
order in this world may come through them. Hear our prayers for soldiers, 
children, families, the elderly caught in a maze of confusion, vulnerability, 
fear, and so many conflicted feelings in the midst of war all around them. We 
do not know what to pray for each of them, except to commend them to you 
asking for your mercy upon them and upon us. Come Lord Jesus, quickly! Amen.

(For those who have the time and desire to read onJ)

Dr. Moyer provides an overview of chapters 9-11:

As we come to this eleventh chapter, we are reminded that these three 
chapters - 9-11 - have had widely mixed reactions as to their place in Paul's 
letter to the Romans. Some have seen them as "full of problems," or "a bad 
job," or "a kind of postscript," or on the other hand as "the climax of 
Romans," or "its real centre of gravity," or "an essential part of the 
letter."
We see that the dominant theme is the failure of the Jewish people to embrace 
the gospel. If the position of Paul in 1:16 was correct, that God's saving 
power through the gospel was "to the Jew first," what had happened? And how 
did Paul's unique position as the apostle to the Gentiles, and their 
conversion, fit into God's plan? 

Anders Nygren suggests that the question that Paul is discussing in chapters 
9-11 is: "Is the righteousness of faith contrary to God's promises?" He goes 
on to suggest that Paul gives three answers. "In his first answer (9:6-29) 
he has spoken of God's sovereignty: God chooses whom he will, and whom he 
will He rejects, and man can present himself with no claims on God. In his 
second answer (9:30-10:21) he has shown that the rejection of Israel is her 
own fault. When God makes His promises depend on faith, but Israel seeks her 
righteousness by the law, the only possible result is the rejection of 
Israel." 

Now we are ready to face the third answer that Paul proposes. In each of 
these three chapters Paul begins with a personal statement that clearly 
identifies himself with the Israelites and admits his great concern for them. 
He jumps in head first with the question, "I ask then, has God rejected his 
people?" If Israel has plainly shown her own ignorance of her own scriptures 
that reveal the righteousness of God, and appear to be unaware of the meaning 
of the gospel of Christ preached to her, then does that mean that, in fact, 
God has rejected his covenant people? Is it all over for them?

Carrying this argument forward, Paul states, "God has not rejected his people 
whom he foreknew." Perhaps Paul is reminding his readers that God was aware 
of the character of the Israelites before he chose them, including their 
present unwillingness to accept Christ as the Messiah. If their 
unfaithfulness had made any difference to God, it is unlikely that he would 
ever have chosen them. So their rejection of Christ made no critical 
difference to his continued commitment to them. Israel's place as God's 
covenant people remained in place in spite of their repeated unfaithfulness.


7 "What then? Israel failed to obtain what it was seeking. The elect obtained 
it, but the rest were hardened,"

(What then? What Israel was seeking, this is did not obtain/attain/receive. 
The chosen obtained/attained/received it, but the rest/remaining ones/others 
were hardened/made stubborn/were without feeling or regard.

The choices of meanings for these words broadens it a bit. The verb that can 
mean 'to harden' can also mean 'to become stubborn' or 'to become without 
feeling.' Earlier in the letter Paul spoke to God 'hardening' the heart of 
the Pharaoh; here the others were hardened. This certainly carries the 
meaning of God actively hardening hearts so that they will NOT be able to 
respond or believe. It helps to also see that the verb can add to that 
meaning that Pharaoh became stubborn and that Pharaoh was without feeling in 
regard to Yahweh or the Hebrew slaves. Here also, the others are without 
feeling in regard to God.

I would not want to leave off either meaning of this verb. There is a part of 
God's wrath that hardens hearts as we work against God's will for this world. 
There is a part of us that so often has no passionate feeling and regard for 
God. 

In these chapters, however, Paul is wanting to talk about what God is up to 
in God's plan of salvation for the world and God's people, the Jews. As God 
is "making his moves" to complete the plan, God 'hardens' hearts in order to 
rescue others. We will see that God has plans even for those that God has 
'hardened.'

8 "as it is written, 'God gave them a sluggish spirit, eyes hat would not see 
and ears that would not hear down to this very day."

(The Old Testament reference for this quote may be from Deuteronomy 29:4. 
Listen to the verses around it:

Deut. 29;2ff "Moses summoned all Israel and said to them: You have seen all 
that the Lord did before your eyes in the land of Egypt, to Pharaoh and to 
all his servants and to all his land, 3 the great trials that your eyes saw, 
the signs, and those great wonders. 4 But to this day the Lord has not given 
you a mind to understand, or eyes to see, or ears to hear."

Here Moses is chastising the Hebrews that God has done SO many wonders and 
signs before their very eyes and they still have not been faithful to God. 
Now, in Paul's day, God in Jesus has done so many wonders and signs before 
their very hearts and they do not believe.

Listen to this quote from Douglas John Hall, "We allowed the gospel of Jesus 
Christ and him crucified to become the unlikely bearer of a Promethean 
anthropology, a progressive view of history, and a theology of glory. We 
allowed the idea of church to mean the gathering of like-minded, middle class 
people, meeting together to celebrate their own way of life."

How close we are to the Jews that Paul is trying to speak about. The Jews 
cannot see God doing something new in Jesus, BUT the GENTILES, the nations, 
DO!! Paul soon finds himself preaching first to the Jews but then preaching 
to the nations (Asia Minor, Greece, the islands in the Mediterranean), and 
the nations respond enthusiastically!!

Here in Virginia we are 164 congregations that are over 90% white, middle 
class, and we may be very well celebrating our own way of life. In many 
places we are growing! In many places we are stagnant, yet around us in our 
commonwealth are many OTHER nations-African, Asian, Hispanic, Kurds, 
Caribbean, and they may very well be enthusiastic in responding to the 
invitation of the gospel!!

We wonder why those around us who are middle class and well off seem to have 
their hearts 'hardened' to the gospel, while we have SO many ethnic nations 
around us eager to hear the gospel too!

And how will they hear without someone who will speak? WE are ambassadors for 
Christ.

9 "And David says, 'Let their table become a snare and a trap, a stumbling 
block and a retribution for them; 10 let their eyes be darkened so that they 
cannot see, and keep their backs forever bent.'"

(Here Paul quotes from Psalm 69!! And in describing the Jews that have 
hardened their hearts Paul uses two verses from Psalm 69 where the psalmist 
is praying for God against his persecutors! The 'hardened' have become the 
persecutors of God's person. Read psalm 69 and you will see what I am talking 
about. What is also interesting, of course, is that within psalm 69 are 
important verses that are used in the passion narrative:

From Jesus' cleansing the temple, "69:9 "It is zeal for your house that has 
consumed me""
"69:21 "They gave me poison for food, and for my thirst they gave me vinegar 
to drink."

Then vs 22, "Let their table be a trap for them, a snare for their allies. 
Let their eyes be darkened so that they cannot see, and make their loins 
tremble continually.")

11-12 "So I ask, have they stumbled so as to fall? By no means! But through 
their stumbling salvation has come to the Gentiles, so as to make Israel 
jealous. Now if their stumbling means riches for the world, and if their 
defeat means riches for Gentiles, how much more will their full inclusion 
mean!"

(Paul is using the old 'how much more' formula here that was a popular style 
of making ones point. Jesus says in Luke 11:12-13, "Or if the child asks for 
an egg, will give a scorpion? If you then, who are evil, know how to give 
good gifts to your children, how much more will the heavenly Father give the 
Holy Spirit to those who ask him!"

Through the stumbling God has made the nations a part of God's people! Isn't 
that wonderful! How much more wonderful then when the stumbling are also 
once again included within the fold of those following the Shepherd of Israel!

Dr. Moyer writes so well, "Paul has just made it crystal clear that God has 
hardened a large part of Israel, and they have not obtained what they were 
seeking. But by his grace, God has saved a "remnant." Yet, even those who 
have been "hardened" have served a useful purpose. Their "stumbling" has 
enabled salvation to come to the Gentiles. But there is a difference between 
"stumbling" and a "fall." Even those who are not a part of the "remnant" 
have not been finally rejected by God. While many in Israel have stumbled, 
that is not the full story. This situation is only a momentary condition. 
They have not tripped so as to fall flat on their faces and find themselves 
unable to stand and continue their seeking for salvation. 

When Israel sees the blessings of salvation being enjoyed by the Gentiles, 
they will want those blessings for themselves. Paul sees this making Israel 
"jealous," and the result will be "riches" for the world and for the 
Gentiles. Paul's implication is that Israel finally will be fully included. 
God has not torn up his covenant with Israel and started all over again. 
Israel's unfaithfulness has not done away with God's faithfulness. God's 
grace will provide the ultimate answer."

Stay tuned! It's getting interesting!!)



