GOOD MORNING!!  Welcome to this reading through of the epistle to the Romans!!  I am reading through this letter of Paul’s with Bishop Emeritus Virgil Moyer and Pastor Lou Smith.

I am also reading Martin Luther’s commentary on this epistle as well.

In his “Preface to the Epistle of St. Paul to the Romans” Luther writes:


“This epistle is really the chief part of the New Testament, and is truly the purest gospel. It is worthy not only that every Christian should know it word for word, by heart, but also that he/she should occupy himself/herself with it every day, as the daily bread of the soul. We can never read it or ponder over it too much; for the more we deal with it, the more precious it becomes and the better it tastes.”

If you know of others who might enjoy a study coming to them at home or the office, just get them to contact Debbie Worley at worley@roanoke.edu.


(TEXT FOR TODAY: ROMANS 12:1-2)

(Romans 12) I appeal to you therefore, brothers and sisters, by the mercies of God, to present your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which is your spiritual worship. 2 Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your minds, so that you may discern what is the will of God--what is good and acceptable and perfect.
PRAYER FOR TODAY: Lord Jesus, I begin this day remembering your passion, suffering, death, and resurrection! I thank you for your love for us that would compel you to empty yourself and to take upon yourself my sin, my death, my despair, my pain, and my fear, so that you might give to me your righteousness, your life, your joy and hope! What comfort it brings; what challenge and enthusiasm it brings! Lord Jesus, I offer to you my whole life, that I might be a living, walking, speaking sacrifice in your Name. Send me as your ambassador this day with the Word of your rescuing love. Give me the desire to do that which is your will, that which is good, pleasing, and mature in faith. Hear my prayer this day for _________________. Amen.

( For those who have the time and desire to read on()

Dr. Moyer writes:

Since it is evident that we come to a "different" section of Paul's writing, we need to say some things to clarify what is taking place at this point.  In 1949 The Lutheran magazine published a Bible Study by Dr. John Schmidt, the homiletics professor at the Lutheran Theological Southern seminary, on Romans.  In it he writes by way of introduction to Romans 12, "Here we begin a new section of Paul's letter.  Yet it is not really 'new.'  Those who divide Paul's writing into 'practical' and 'doctrinal' sections fail completely to understand him.  They cannot be separated.  Doctrine that is not significant for conduct is not Christian.  Conduct that is not based upon the Gospel is not Christian."
 

That view is shared by many commentators.  Anders Nygren writes, "Beginning with Chapter 12 Paul turns to exhortations.  That does not mean that Paul now takes up something wholly new which has no relation to what has already been said.  On the contrary, he continues in the same sphere as before.  That which was the theme of what preceded -- 'he who through faith in righteous shall live' -- is also the theme of these exhortation.  We here have an illustration of the matchless logic which controls Paul's thought."  
 

In recent centuries it has been customary to draw a sharp line between 'doctrine' and 'life.'  But such a differentiation  is alien to Paul."
 

These comments may be enough to help us to turn to something "different" in one sense, but not "new" to what Paul has been writing in the previous eleven chapters.
 

Faith in Christ was the new mark of the people of God. 
 

1 “I appeal to you therefore, brothers and sisters, by the mercies of God, to present your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which is your spiritual worship.”
(There is a LOT in this verse!!

Once again, we need to remember that the ending of chapter 11 has brought the grace, mercy, and faithfulness of God to Jew and Gentile to an absolute climax!

THEREFORE! THEN! We have heard for 11 chapters about the faithfulness of God toward us! Now! Then! Therefore! What about OUR faithfulness to this faithful God? After my parents have spent 21 years loving me and being absolutely faithful in their providence, love, forgiveness, forbearance, NOW how shall I begin life after college? It is not about whether or not I will be loved by them, but it is about what kind of life I live now as a son that understands the sacrifice made and the faithfulness given.

“I parakaleo you” “I appeal to you”, but the Greek verb here is a very special Greek verb. The word for the Holy Spirit, “Paraclete”, comes from this verb’s root. The verb means “to appeal, to exhort, to comfort, to console, to encourage, to bless”, and it is the verb that the prophet Isaiah uses to begin talking to those in exile in Babylon in Isaiah 40:1, “Comfort, comfort ye my people.” When the prophet Isaiah makes a huge change from before the exile to those in exile, the new section of the exiles beginning to get ready to act to come home back to Jerusalem begins with ‘parakaleo’ in the Greek Septuagint. 

The verb means more than just to appeal; the verb also carries with it comfort and challenge, consolation and exhortation! What God has done for us should comfort and console us, but it should ALSO EXHORT, CHALLENGE, AND FIRE US UP!

“I parakaleo you, brothers and sisters, on account of the mercy/compassion of God!” Hear again what the source of the exhortation, challenge, comfort, appeal is—the mercy and compassion of God for us! Dr. Moyer writes, “Paul bases his appeal on "the mercies of God."  For eleven chapters Paul has been reminding his readers of God's mercies. There is no question but that the Gospel is tied precisely to the mercy of God toward undeserving sinners. Their salvation is totally dependent upon God's mercy, not on any human efforts, no matter how commendable they may be. That Paul has emphasized so strongly in chapters 9-11.  So Paul makes his appeal as the agent of God who has been called by Christ to proclaim the Gospel to the Gentiles, and the bearer of God's mercy to his own people.  
 

“SO! Present/dedicate/offer/bring into one’s presence YOURSELF! Set before God as a living sacrifice YOUR WHOLE SELF! Now let me think about what I put in the offering envelopes……hmmmmm…..a tithe….10%…..PUT YOUR WHOLE SELF before God-as a living sacrifice. And notice the phrase, ‘living’ sacrifice. Now sacrifices made in Paul’s day were slain animals, dead animals. Here Paul speaks about a ‘living’ sacrifice. The offering made is in our living!! The money in the plate is but a sign of a living sacrifice, of a total life dedicated/presented before God.

This coming day, what would I not offer to God through my actions and words? Should not every word and act be done as a living sacrifice? Each action presented as an offering to be used by God. What a change from my taking every daily gift from God for my personal use!

“which is your reasonable/spiritual worship/service.” The Greek word for ‘spiritual’ here also can mean ‘reasonable’. That’s odd isn’t it? Can something ‘spiritual’ be something also thought through? Can something ‘spiritual’ be something that comes as a result of also using reason and careful analysis? YES! Dr. Moyer writes, “That act, Paul says, "is your spiritual worship."  This suggests what is proper for human beings, and being different from animals.  The first century Stoic philosopher, Epictetus, suggested an interesting comparison, "If I were a nightingale, I should be singing as a nightingale; if a swan, as a swan.  But as it is, I am a rational being (logikos),
so I must praise God."  Paul seems to say that "spiritual worship" is the logical and reasonable path to take to show our thankfulness to God for the gift of His mercies. 
It is also neat that the word for ‘worship’ can also mean ‘service’. That is also true of the Hebrew verb for ‘worship’ that can also mean ‘serve’! My service to God is also my worship of God! My worship of God is also my service to God! It’s the Sunday morning service or the Sunday morning worship. It is the Monday workday of service; it is the Monday workday of worship!

My service and worship of God is something that I seek to do reasonably and spiritually! Sunday through Monday through Saturday!

WHAT A GREAT VERSE!!!! Now I appeal to you to go live this day as the great opportunity for worship/service in response to God’s love and faithfulness that it is!

2”Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your minds, so that you may discern what is the will of God—what is good and acceptable and perfect.”

(“Do not be shaped by the schemes of this age/time/what’s current, but be metamorphosed by the mind being made new again, so that/for the purpose that you may discern what is the will/desire of God—what is good, and pleasing and perfect/complete/mature.”

The Greek verb that the NRSV translates “conformed” is “suschematizo.” Scheme is right in the middle of it! It means “to take the shape of.”

The Greek verb that the NRSV translates “transformed” is “metamorphow”. When Jesus is transfigured in the gospels he is ‘metamorphowed” I like the idea of metamorphosis, being changed through heat and pressure over time! I suspect that this is true of our minds as well!

We hear a great deal about instant conversions! Our culture loves conversion experiences that happen ‘in an instant!” I suspect that true renewal comes about through the Word working on us over time while not letting us out of the Word’s acting on us!

Someone has said that words not only inform us, they form us. The WORD truly forms us over time….maybe in an instant too! But I like this verb ‘metamorphow’ because it speaks to a transformation. When taken with our geological term for metamorphic rock that has become a new rock through heat and pressure over time, I like that idea about what life in the church does. As we remain under the Word, we remain being transformed into something new.

Now these two verses are at the heart of what I believe; they are saying exactly what our synod is seeking to do in its desire for renewal! The WORD will renew us; we are to stay in the WORD! Preaching, sacraments, absolution, sharing the faith, studying the scriptures and confessions, serving our neighbor in our Lord’s Name-THESE will be the ways that the WORD acts on us and the living Christ transforms us! Because the Word does more than inform us, the WORD forms us!)

Dr. Moyer writes on this verse 2, “Paul is certainly speaking these words to those who have experienced the mercies of God, and who live in the midst of a community hostile to believers in Christ.  He is attempting to describe for them the way they ought to live as disciples.  We probably can term this Paul's understanding of Christian ethics.  The beginning of this ethical life for the Christian, Paul insists, is to avoid being "shaped" by the forces of the world, those forces that are ruled by Sin, Wrath, the Law and Death, forces in the world that he has mentioned earlier and often in this letter.  Paul clearly recognizes the power for evil that traditions, institutions and other groups can hold for believers.  So his first bit of advice is not to allow their lives to be molded by such forces of influence.  
 

Since believers have been "saved" from the evil powers of this age, by the mercies of God, they are not to live as though nothing has happened to them by what Christ has done on their behalf.  This call not to be "like them" is one that we find many places in Scripture.  God's word came to the Hebrews through Moses, "You must not do as they do ... in the land of Caanan where I am bringing you."  In his Sermon on the Mount, Jesus  admonishes, "Do not be like them" in referring to the Pharisees and pagans.  William Barclay suggests, "We are not to be like a chameleon which takes its color from its surroundings." J. B. Phillips translates this, "Don't let the world around you squeeze you into its own mold."  
 

One word of warning may be needed: Paul does not call for his readers to abandon or escape from "this world."  We are to live in it but not be molded by it.  Tough living!
 

Now Paul turns to the positive side of his ethics.  "Be transformed by the renewing of your minds, so that you may discern what is the will of God -- what is good and acceptable and perfect."    For Paul to emphasize the "will of God" is not surprising.  To live in accord with the will of God was a significant principle in Judaism.  Life lived in accordance with God's will was a good summary of their religious obligations.  They were to walk in accordance with the Law. 
 

But to be able to "discern" what is the will of God is not easy, especially if one recognizes that God's will cannot be reduced to a list of rules and regulations.  That may well have been one of the pitfalls into which the Hebrews had fallen.  The transformation of life that Paul declares is needed takes into consideration the use of one's mind in searching for the "will of God."  God has given to His people the faculties of thought and reason and memory that are to be used in seeking God's will.  
 

It is interesting to note that the verb Paul uses for transformed is metamorphoo, the same verb that is used by Matthew and Mark in describing the Transfiguration of Jesus.  Just as a complete change came over Jesus, so Paul is suggesting that must be the extent of the change in the character and conduct of his readers. It is no longer a matter of trying to obey the Law.  Life, in its essence, must be changed - transformed - transfigured!
 

The three words that Paul uses to describe the will of God - "good and acceptable and perfect" - are words that cause us to stretch in our understanding of God.  God's will is good and acceptable and perfect.  Maybe that is the starting point for Christian ethics.  We are not to see God as the "man upstairs."  God is far beyond any "chummy" understanding we may have.  
 

So these opening two verses of the twelfth chapter of Romans challenge his readers to "present your bodies as a living sacrifice" and to be "transformed by the renewing of your minds" so that the "good and acceptable" will of God might be "discerned."   Obviously, the next step is to see what that drastic change will mean in the lives of these Roman Christians.)
 

