GOOD MORNING!!  Welcome to this reading through of the epistle to the Romans!!  I am reading through this letter of Paul’s with Bishop Emeritus Virgil Moyer and Pastor Lou Smith.

I am also reading Martin Luther’s commentary on this epistle as well.

In his “Preface to the Epistle of St. Paul to the Romans” Luther writes:


“This epistle is really the chief part of the New Testament, and is truly the purest gospel. It is worthy not only that every Christian should know it word for word, by heart, but also that he/she should occupy himself/herself with it every day, as the daily bread of the soul. We can never read it or ponder over it too much; for the more we deal with it, the more precious it becomes and the better it tastes.”

If you know of others who might enjoy a study coming to them at home or the office, just get them to contact Debbie Worley at worley@roanoke.edu.


(TEXT FOR TODAY: ROMANS 12:10)

(Romans 12) 10 love one another with mutual affection; outdo one another in showing honor.
PRAYER FOR TODAY: Lord Jesus, by your death and resurrection and the sending of your Holy Spirit at Pentecost you have opened the way for the life of your holy Church. Through my baptism you have joined me to your death and resurrection, your life that is proclaimed and received through the Church, your body. May I lead the way in showing honor for my sisters and brothers in the faith that you have given to me for my growth in love for you. May I love them with a brother’s love and affection. Send me as your ambassador this day to others so that they might hear of your never ending love for them. Give to me the right words to speak to my family and colleagues this day, and by your Holy Spirit give to me the courage to act as your ambassador for the life of your world in the decisions that I make this day. Hear my prayers this day for _____________________. Amen.

(For those who have the time and desire to read on()

10 “love one another with mutual affection; outdo one another in showing honor.”
(“Be devoted in the Philadephia toward one another.” Be devoted in a brotherly love toward one another. The affection and regard to be shown is one that happens within a family between brothers. We are brothers and sisters in Christ through our baptism. 

Dr Moyer writes, “Paul uses the Greek word for love that is generally used for family relationships. Here Paul emphasizes the warm, affectionate relationship to be found in a family; after all, these Roman Christians are members of God’s family.”

There is a bond that I have with my brother, Bob, and there is a bond that I have with my sisters, Ginny and Carol!!  We have a great love and regard for one another, but we also know that our love goes deeper than the emotion of the moment. Even if we are at great odds with one another, there is the knowledge of a deeper bond that yet holds us together. The root of our relationship goes deeper than mutual liking or loving, it goes to a parental love, a blood line. There is a connectedness and a belonging that is far deeper than ‘mutual affection’.

Now there are many families who have adopted brothers and sisters. We have all been adopted into the family of God. When the ELCA was approving the joint agreement with the Reformed tradition denominations, one of their representatives said, “We are blood brothers and sisters, only it is not our blood.”                

There should be a ‘brotherly love/affection/regard’ for one another in the body of Christ that goes deeper than our civil relationships. Membership is to be regarded as ‘joined to the hip.,’ because we are all members of the body as a hand and foot are each members of a body.

I have told my daughter that wherever she may be in the world, if she finds herself in trouble, she should be in contact with the Church.

How much more within the life of our congregation! Paul is calling upon his Roman congregational members for a deeper regard for one another than civic friendship; he is calling for a loving regard that brothers and sisters of love have for one another. We are blood brothers and sisters, only it is not our blood. It is the blood of our crucified Lord who has rescued each one of us! Our baptism is the sign of it for us and the welcoming of each of us into the family of God!)

“outdo one another in showing honor.”
(“outdo/lead the way/be eager to honor/show respect/recognition/value.”  This phrase has a kinetic energy about it!!!! Be the first! Show the Way! Step up! 

Now in Philippians 2 after talking about the unity of love and regard that should come from the encouragement of Christ and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit, Paul writes, “Do nothing from selfish ambition or conceit, but in humility regard others as better than yourselves. Let each of you look not to your own interests, but to the interests of others.”

Here is a key insight into Christian community! The ministerium of the Virginia Synod thrives when we outdo one another, lead the way in showing honor and respect and value to one another; when we honor one another for our work’s sake! A congregation flourishes when each member is valued, honored, regarded as one for whom the God of the Universe sent his only Son to die in order to rescue that member! Whenever we honor another for the sake of Jesus Christ’s work!

Dr. Moyer writes, “Paul proposes a certain way of showing this ‘philadelphia’ love. They are to ‘honor’ or ‘respect’ each other. He wants each of them to lead the way in respecting the position of other members. What is needed is a genuine recognition of and acceptance of the place of others in the congregation.”

When Dietrich Bonhoeffer was in the midst of Nazi Germany in an ‘underground’ seminary he wrote a book called, Life Together. In a place of harsh oppressive culture he wrote that the privilege of being able to meet as a community of Christian is sheer grace!!! Then he goes on to talk about the rich value of having another Christian brother or sister to talk to face to face!!!

What sheer privilege it is; what great grace of God to give to us Christian community! How we ought to outdo one another in showing honor and value in the presence of another Christian!

In the Lord’s Prayer we pray, “hallowed be Thy Name.” In his Small Catechism Luther writes that God’s Name is holy in itself, but we pray in this petition that WE may keep it holy, hallowed, honored!  

As I travel around this wonderful synod I am constantly amazed by the faith, love, and commitment of the people of God I have the privilege to meet in so many settings.  After 15 years of traveling about the synod, I see faithful faces again and again and I can’t always remember their names; I have not hallowed THEIR name. Until the name is shared I cannot truly honor my sister or brother in the faith.  My sister, my brother, I hope as we meet in the future that I will share my name with you and you will share your name with me so that I may outdo you in showing honor for your faith and love of Jesus Christ and his Church.

Now verse 10 is separated from verse 9 by a semicolon which means that 10 is meant to complete the thought of verse 9-“Let love be genuine, hate what is evil and hold fast to what is good; love one another with mutual affection and outdo one another in showing honor.” The genuine love outdoes the other in showing honor and in having a familial love that speaks a bloodline that isn’t our blood but our divine foundation and eternity.)

