GOOD MORNING!!  Welcome to this reading through of the epistle to the Romans!!  I am reading through this letter of Paul’s with Bishop Emeritus Virgil Moyer and Pastor Lou Smith.

I am also reading Martin Luther’s commentary on this epistle as well.

In his “Preface to the Epistle of St. Paul to the Romans” Luther writes:


“This epistle is really the chief part of the New Testament, and is truly the purest gospel. It is worthy not only that every Christian should know it word for word, by heart, but also that he/she should occupy himself/herself with it every day, as the daily bread of the soul. We can never read it or ponder over it too much; for the more we deal with it, the more precious it becomes and the better it tastes.”

If you know of others who might enjoy a study coming to them at home or the office, just get them to contact Debbie Worley at worley@roanoke.edu.


TEXT FOR TODAY: ROMANS 12:11-12)


(ROMANS 12) 11 Do not lag in zeal, be ardent in spirit, serve the Lord. 12 Rejoice in hope, be patient in suffering, persevere in prayer. 


PRAYER FOR TODAY: O Lord my God, how majestic is your Name in all the earth!  By your great goodness who have loved us with a love that emptied you as you took on our humanity, that killed you on the cross, that raised you from the 
dead, that made me your child through baptism, that invites me to be your 
ambassador this day! Do not let me lag in zeal but be ardent in your Spirit, 
eager to serve in your Name. There is much that awaits me this day. In all 
that comes let me rejoice in the hope that your life and love bring to us 
all; let me be patient in the midst of the tribulations and challenges of the 
day; let me persevere throughout the day in moments of prayer to you asking 
direction and giving thanks for all that you have done and all that you have 
given. Hear my prayers this day for _________________. Amen.

(For those who have the time and desire to read onJ)

11 "Do not lag in zeal, be ardent in spirit, serve the Lord."

( 9"Let love be genuine; hate what is evil, hold fast to what is good; love 
one another with mutual affection; outdo one another in showing honor, 
earnestness/diligence/eagerness/zeal/effort, not lazy/troublesome/irksome,"

In my Greek text there is a comma at the end of verse 10 that may very well 
mean that the phrases of verse 11 are placed in apposition in order to add to 
the meaning of verse 9 and 10!

How should we be about loving one another with mutual affection, with 
brotherly/sisterly love, that is, how should we outdo one another, be the 
first, lead the way in showing honor to another?

We should be diligent! We should be eager! We should be earnest! We should 
have a zeal and give great effort to it! It is being lazy about it that 
makes us become troublesome and irksome with one another!

The temptation of a long marriage, the temptation of a long time being a 
neighbor, the temptation of being in a long call as pastor and congregation, 
a temptation in being in the same location for a long time as a congregation 
is the temptation to lose eagerness and zeal about showing affection, sharing 
mutual words of appreciation and love, giving signs of devotion and 
thanksgiving for one another. So often the temptation is to take it for 
granted and to become lazy about our appreciation and we lose sight of how 
deeply graced we are to HAVE a long marriage, long time neighbor, long call, 
long place of service as a congregation!!! And when we become less and less 
eager to express love and thanksgiving for one another, it isn't long before 
we find one another quite troublesome and irksome!

For all you husbands and wives, it is Friday!!!!!! Great time to express some 
appreciation over the coming weekend!!! Pastors and parishioners, it is 
Friday!!!! Sunday is coming!!!! Great time to express appreciation that it 
is SHEER GRACE THAT WE CAN BE JOINED IN CHRISTIAN COMMUNITY IN PEACE AND  SAFETY WITH ONE ANOTHER!!!! Pastors, share your deep appreciation for the presence and mutual affection of the community for one another and for you! Parishioners, share your deep appreciation to your pastor and to your fellow brothers and sisters in the faith! What grace we have by God through one another in the Church!

Let me begin!!! Thank you so much for the privilege of this office and for 
the faith and commitment I see around this wonderful synod everywhere I go! 
You are signs of a church not dead but alive in the Spirit! So many of you I 
know and love personally and look forward to seeing as I travel the synod and 
come to events! Thank you for your witness of faith, your zeal in sharing 
love and joy. It is sheer privilege to walk with you by faith!

"be ardent in spirit" Now the Greek text has a definite article in front of 
spirit.. I might translate this phrase literally, "the spirit boiling!" I 
wonder if you could translate it, "be boiling in the Spirit"? The idea of 
boiling is the idea of enthusiasm, bubbling over with energy fueled by a 
flame!

Taking the phrase in apposition to the genuine, sincere love for sisters and 
brothers within the Church, I like the translation this way, "Let your love 
be genuine; showing brotherly/sisterly love, eagerly, not lazily, 
enthusiastically in spirit or enthusiastically in the fire of the Spirit!"

Paul desires the Spirit or desires that we would have the spirit that sets us 
on fire, bubbles us over in our desire to show genuine love and mutual 
affection to one another within the Church. 

I need to be intentionally eager among my brothers and sisters within my 
congregation to express thanksgiving, share mutual honor and love, ask about 
their needs and concerns (that is coming in a couple of verses!).

"serving the Lord!" Paul is writing, "In all that I do, I seek to serve the 
Lord, to see that the Lord's Name is hallowed and glorified, lifted up for 
honor and celebration. Not to my name but to your Name give glory, O Lord! So 
in my loving, in my having mutual affection, in my eagerness and enthusiasm, 
I see it as my serving the Lord!"

Was it not Jesus who on Maundy Thursday took the towel and basin and washed 
the feet of the disciples as a servant? Then Jesus said to his disciples 
(that would be us too!), "Just as I have loved you, so you ought to love one 
another. (John 13:34)" 

My loving in the Church is my serving. My service is to have eager, 
enthusiastic love for my fellow brothers and sisters who have been rescued 
from the powers of sin, evil, and death by the very death and resurrection of 
my Lord who did the same for me!

Now sometimes our brothers and sisters aren't too loveable! Sometimes they 
are lazy, troublesome, and downright irksome with us! 
So-o-o-o-o-o-o-o-o-----------let's now move to verse 12 and see what follows.

12 "Rejoice in hope, be patient in suffering, persevere in prayer."

("the hope rejoicing or rejoicing in the hope!, enduring/standing firm, 
putting up with/bearing with the troubles/distresses/hard 
circumstances/sufferings, persevering/devoting oneself to/continuing in/ 
keeping close company with prayer!"

Verse 12 continues to follow verse 11 that ended with a comma! 

Now Dr. Moyer is very helpful here!!! Listen to what he writes, ""We cannot 
help to understand the background for these three admonitions in Paul's OWN 
life! He had been beaten, stoned (the bad way!), shipwrecked, imprisoned, and 
would face execution. Out of those experiences he could counsel his readers 
to understand that they are able to rejoice because of the hope they possess. 
God is faithful! But they, like himself, will face suffering for their faith, 
so they must be patient. In their afflictions they must be steadfast, and 
they must be equally steadfast in their praying. The line to God must be kept 
open and active."

Now isn't that helpful to understanding this verse! And Paul received this 
harsh treatment from his own brothers and sisters who were opposed to his 
work to the Gentiles and his proclamation about Jesus as the Christ!

I spend some of each week working with pastors and lay leaders who are 
experiencing great stress and distress from the brothers and sisters within 
their own congregation! So often the congregation has become inward focused 
and has lost its sense of mission, of outreach; so often within congregations 
we have lost appreciation for the gifts of one another that Christ desires us 
to be with one another in his Name; so often we have been lazy in seeking 
reconciliation and restoration.

There is suffering beyond the church and there is suffering within the 
church! I believe Paul is talking ESPECIALLY about relationships WITHIN the 
church. In the midst of lazy, troublesome, irksome brothers and sisters, 
REJOICE IN THE HOPE, BEAR THE SUFFERING, PERSEVERE IN PRAYER! 

I am to be eager to show honor, eager and not lazy, enthusiastic, boiling 
over in the Spirit for the sake of the fellowship and to those who are 
themselves quite troublesome. I am to persevere in prayer for the Spirit to 
bring peace, to use me to bring peace, to change my heart and their hearts, 
to trust that Christ is active among His Church! I am willing to endure the 
suffering it takes to talk, listen, forgive, move forward together.

And that goes back to "Philadelphia", brotherly love. When I am "put out" 
with my brother or sister, I can't say, "I have no need of you!" I have to 
work things out because I am joined by blood; we are family. They will always 
be my brother and sisters!

So often in the Church we have taken the blood of Jesus and with the very 
waters of baptism we have too often sought to water down the bloodline! Our 
very easy ability to move from denomination to denomination, from 
congregation to congregation, to say, "I have no need of you." But we are 
joined by blood-the blood of the living Lord of Life and we will NEVER change 
that we are family, brothers and sisters in HIS family!

The hell of heaven may be the endless years of reconciliation work we have to 
do with all our brothers and sisters we thought would never be at our side at 
the Messianic banquet! Lots of years with towel and basin washing the 
calloused and weary feet of the very ones to whom we said, "Take a hike!"

My mother made sure that her family sat together around the dinner table, 
regardless of the fights of the day, regardless of the punishments doled out 
during the day. Through icy stares and iced tea, eating delicious turkey and 
sometimes tough crow, the message that we were family was said and dramatized 
in our being around the table of "a family that loves each other".

Why would the Messianic banquet not be about the same thing, except FAR more 
divinely put!

You know, I'm not crazy about nametags at banquets because they don't let me 
choose my eating partners. A nametag says, "You are special! We have a 
special seat for you!" A nametag also says, "Hey you! You sit right here, and 
you make conversation with the ones I have seated next to you and across from 
you!"

Baptism is where we get our nametag and where we begin to be shown to a 
table. For some reason beyond our knowing, our Lord keeps inviting us to His 
table and placing down different brothers and sisters next to us and across 
the table from us. It is a foretaste of things to come! "You did not choose 
me; I chose you!" "This is MY body; this is My blood given and shed for YOU 
and YOU and YOU and YOU.

Sometimes our brothers and sisters in the congregation are a lot like Aunt 
Bea's homemade pickles. The judges in the county fair said her pickles tasted 
like kerosene! But Andy Taylor pulls one out of the jar and hands another to 
Barney and says, "Well, this is what we should have done all along. Learn to 
love'em!")


