GOOD MORNING!!  Welcome to this reading through of the epistle to the Romans!!  I am reading through this letter of Paul’s with Bishop Emeritus Virgil Moyer and Pastor Lou Smith.

I am also reading Martin Luther’s commentary on this epistle as well.

In his “Preface to the Epistle of St. Paul to the Romans” Luther writes:


“This epistle is really the chief part of the New Testament, and is truly the purest gospel. It is worthy not only that every Christian should know it word for word, by heart, but also that he/she should occupy himself/herself with it every day, as the daily bread of the soul. We can never read it or ponder over it too much; for the more we deal with it, the more precious it becomes and the better it tastes.”

If you know of others who might enjoy a study coming to them at home or the office, just get them to contact Debbie Worley at worley@roanoke.edu.


(TEXT FOR TODAY: ROMANS 12:14


(Romans 12) 14 Bless those who persecute you; bless and do not curse them.


PRAYER FOR TODAY: Lord Jesus, I remember your beginning rejection as you 
welcomed sinners and ate at table with them. I remember your rejection as you 
touched lepers and healed on the Sabbath. I remember your disciples in fear 
of persecution denying and betraying you. I remember your suffering and 
death. Here is where I, too, start to have a spirit of timidity, Lord. Grant 
to me your Spirit of power and love and self-control and then send me as your 
herald, apostle, and teacher this day to those I meet and to my very own 
family, children, and spouse. May I be your ambassador whose words bless and 
do not curse; whose words build up and do not tear down; who believes that 
words of blessing bring life while words of cursing bring death. Hear my 
prayer this day for ________________. Amen.

(For those who have the time and desire to read onJ)

14 "Bless those who persecute you; bless and do not curse them."

("Bless/act graciously toward those who persecute/pursue/chase/seek after; 
bless/act graciously toward and do not curse/place a curse upon."

Dr. Moyer helped me see that verse 14 moves from relationships within the 
community of the Church to those outside the Church in the surrounding 
community. 

Grammatically there is a change from participles to imperatives, from 
descriptive clauses echoing agape love within the Church to directive 
commands for our relationships with the secular world beyond the Church.

Thomas Wright comments, "Instead of the Christian community taking care of 
one another, the attention has now shifted to those who would attack and harm 
them….Paul assumes that persecution will come to those who remain loyal to 
Jesus. And the appropriate response to it is blessing, not cursing. At this 
point Paul stands firmly with Jesus and the entire early Christian tradition 
against all other traditions known to us. The noble stories of the Maccabean 
martyrs typify the tradition Paul would have receive….It is hard to imagine 
this teaching becoming the norm in the church, as it clearly did from the 
very start, unless it was firmly rooted in the words and example of Jesus 
himself."

Take a look again at Matthew 5:38-48 and reflect upon the passion and 
suffering of Jesus. Take a look at II Corinthians 11:23-27 and see some of 
the sufferings of Paul as an ambassador of Christ.

This is a very hard verse to live and a hard reminder for us about life as a 
Christian in the world. This is how Paul begins his section on living with 
others in the world.)


