GOOD MORNING!!  Welcome to this reading through of the epistle to the Romans!!  I am reading through this letter of Paul’s with Bishop Emeritus Virgil Moyer and Pastor Lou Smith.

I am also reading Martin Luther’s commentary on this epistle as well.

In his “Preface to the Epistle of St. Paul to the Romans” Luther writes:


“This epistle is really the chief part of the New Testament, and is truly the purest gospel. It is worthy not only that every Christian should know it word for word, by heart, but also that he/she should occupy himself/herself with it every day, as the daily bread of the soul. We can never read it or ponder over it too much; for the more we deal with it, the more precious it becomes and the better it tastes.”

If you know of others who might enjoy a study coming to them at home or the office, just get them to contact Debbie Worley at worley@roanoke.edu.

(TEXT FOR TODAY:ROMANS 12:17-21)


17 Do not repay anyone evil for evil, but take thought for what is noble in the sight of all. 18 If it is possible, so far as it depends on you, live peaceably with all. 19 Beloved, never avenge yourselves, but leave room for the wrath of God; for it is written, "Vengeance is mine, I will repay, says the Lord." 20 No, "if your enemies are hungry, feed them; if they are thirsty, give them something to drink; for by doing this you will heap burning coals on their heads." 21 Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good. 


PRAYER FOR TODAY: Lord Jesus, I give thanks for your love, obedience, and 
life that have overcome evil, sin, and death! I give thanks for your life 
that repaid evil with good; repaid death with life; repaid sin with 
obedience. It is hard to repay evil with good; it is hard to do what is good 
and right and honorable in the stinging hurt of harm and injury. Send me as 
your ambassador with a desire to repay evil with good and to trust and fear 
your certain justice that brings salvation, joy and shalom even as it also 
brings swift retribution, wrath, and punishment. Let my words and deeds be 
salt for others as I speak your words about the Father's love. Hear my 
prayers this day for ___________________. Amen.

(For those who have the time and desire to read onJ)

17 "Do not repay anyone evil for evil, but take thought for what is noble in 
the sight of all."

(Do not repay evil for evil; do not reward evil for evil; do not give evil 
for evil; do not return evil for evil. Do not return 
evil//bad/wrong/injury/harm for the same.

But take thought of/ have in mind to do/ try to do what is 
noble/good/right/honest/honorable/beautiful before the face of all.

In Philippians 4, Paul will write, "Finally, beloved, whatever is true, 
whatever is honorable, whatever is just, whatever is pure, whatever is 
pleasing, whatever is commendable, if there is any excellence and if there is 
anything worthy of praise, think about these things."

Peter Steinke, the author of the program, Healthy Congregations, told the 
Conference of Bishops that five positive words are needed to begin overcoming 
a negative word expressed. At least 5 noble/good/right/beautiful words are 
needed for the single word of evil/injury/harm.

Not repaying evil is good for two reasons: 1 It does increase the evil. 2 It 
seeks to replace evil with good and life. We tear down or we build up; we 
condemn or we affirm; we kill or we give life. How we need building up of one 
another! How my colleague at work could use affirmation and building up! How 
quick I am to condemn, say the negative about others. How much easier it is 
to destroy a building than to build it up!

How I wish that I would remember each and every day how there is such 
powerful life given in the loving, affirming word!)

18 ""If it is possible, so far as it depends on you, live peaceably with all."

(If it is possible, from you, live or be at peace with all. In Mark 9:50 
Jesus says, "Salt is good; but if salt has lost its saltiness, how can you 
season it. Have salt in yourselves, and be at peace with one another." In II 
Cor. 13:11 "Finally, brothers, farewell. Put things in order, listen to my 
appeal, agree with one another, live in peace; and the God of love and peace 
will be with you."

Now in the Greek sense, "peace" can mean the lack of conflict or turbulence, 
the glassy surface of a pond on a quiet, summer evening. Be at peace with 
all. 

But in a Hebrew sense of peace or 'shalom', it can also be a very active 
attempt to bring wholeness, joy, salvation, fullness, joy to another. Live in 
shalom with all. This is more than avoiding conflict; this is being a 
blessing to all by the way that you bring wholeness/joy/salvation to all!!

Don't repay evil with evil, but repay active evil with active blessing! And 
THIS idea perhaps leads into 19-20!)

19 "Beloved, never avenge yourselves, but leave room for the wrath of God; 
for it is written, 'Vengeance is mine, I will repay, says the Lord.' 20 No, 
'if your enemies are hungry, feed them; if they are thirsty, give them 
something to drink; for by doing this you will heap burning coals on their 
heads.'"

(Beloved [by God], do not get justice for oneself, BUT give place to wrath, 
for it is written, "Getting justice is mine/ vengeance is mine/ punishment is 
mine! I will repay/I will bring retribution!

Paul is quoting from the song of Moses in Deuteronomy 32 remembering the 
justice of God against the Pharaoh delivering the Hebrews from the Pharaoh's 
hand and closing the sea over the Egyptian army.

Verse 17 said, "Don't repay evil for evil." Verse 19 says, "Don't get justice 
for oneself, but you are 'beloved' by God, who will deliver justice and repay.

Now verse 19 literally says, "give place to wrath." It might mean letting 
wrath abate away, but I think it means giving place to God's wrath-God's 
acting against injustice. Now especially when you will see in 13:4, "IT is 
the servant of God [judge,governor,etc of the state] to execute wrath on the 
wrongdoer."

Some scholars see this last paragraph of chapter 12 being directly tied to 
the first paragraph in chapter 13!

Then verse 20 is a direct quote from Proverbs 25:21-22, and you might also 
want to look again in II Kings 6:8-23, for a story that beautifully 
illustrates the very point!!

The heaping coals are not a punishment or it would just be another way of 
'repaying' evil for evil!! Rather, the gracious feeding causes a turn of 
heart and remorse for the person's shameful actions.)

21 "Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good."

(Not conquered by evil, but conquering evil with good! This is the theology 
of the cross, evil is repaid with/overcome/conquered by Christ's powerful 
love; sin is repaid/overcome/conquered by Christ's obedient righteousness; 
death is overcome by Christ's risen and eternal life. How weak Christ appears 
on the cross! How powerful on Good Friday are the powers of sin, evil, and 
death. They indeed have their day! What overcomes and has the final word is 
the one on the cross, now risen from the dead!

Repay evil with good; conquer evil with goodness.)




