GOOD MORNING!!  Welcome to this reading through of the epistle to the Romans!!  I am reading through this letter of Paul’s with Bishop Emeritus Virgil Moyer and Pastor Lou Smith.

I am also reading Martin Luther’s commentary on this epistle as well.

In his “Preface to the Epistle of St. Paul to the Romans” Luther writes:


“This epistle is really the chief part of the New Testament, and is truly the purest gospel. It is worthy not only that every Christian should know it word for word, by heart, but also that he/she should occupy himself/herself with it every day, as the daily bread of the soul. We can never read it or ponder over it too much; for the more we deal with it, the more precious it becomes and the better it tastes.”

If you know of others who might enjoy a study coming to them at home or the office, just get them to contact Debbie Worley at worley@roanoke.edu.

(TEXT FOR TODAY: ROMANS 12:3-8)


(Romans 12) 3 For by the grace given to me I say to everyone among you not to think of yourself more highly than you ought to think, but to think with sober judgment, each according to the measure of faith that God has assigned. 4 For as in one body we have many members, and not all the members have the same function, 5 so we, who are many, are one body in Christ, and individually we are members one of another. 6 We have gifts that differ according to the grace given to us: prophecy, in proportion to faith; 7 ministry, in ministering; the teacher, in teaching; 8 the exhorter, in exhortation; the giver, in generosity; the leader, in diligence; the compassionate, in cheerfulness.


PRAYER FOR TODAY: Lord Jesus, send me as your ambassador this day transformed by your death and resurrection, fed by your supper at Emmaus, my heart burning as you open the scriptures, and called to offer my life to you as a 
living sacrifice! Jear my prayers this day for _______________________. Amen.

(For those who have the time and desire to read on J)

3 "For by the grace given to me I say to everyone among you not to think of 
yourself more highly than you ought to think, but to think with sober 
judgment, each according to the measure of faith that God has assigned."

("For I say on account of the grace given to me, all that are among you 
should not hold a higher opinion about themselves than it is necessary to 
think, BUT to be concerned about being in one's right mind, each as God has 
divided/shared/given/apportioned/assigned a portion/measure/degree/quantity 
of faith/belief."

Now in Philippians 2 Paul will write, "regard others as better than 
yourself." Here he says, "do not hold a higher opinion of yourself than it is 
necessary to think!" If we are seeking to glorify God's Name and not our own 
name this will be no problem. "Hallowed be THY NAME!"

The interesting thing to me about the phrase is that Paul uses a root verb, 
"phroneo" 4 times in one phrase with the prefix that means "over and above, 
highly" and a prefix that could also be the first several letters of wisdom, 
"Sophia" "Don't think overly about yourself when you think, BUT think about 
yourself with the wisdom of being in your right kind of thinking. Regard 
yourself with wisdom, don't inflate it! 

But that is not the whole thought here. These are phrases leading to the next 
phrase. Look honestly at yourself, evaluating yourself, thinking about 
yourself soberly BECAUSE "each as God has 
divided/shared/given/apportioned/assigned a portion of faith." Look carefully 
at yourself to see what gifts God has given you.

What is God calling you to be for the work and plan of the kingdom. God's 
plan is to send Paul to Spain; how do they fit in that plan of God?

What is God calling you to be in the life of the Church for the gospel to be 
shared in the world?

I like all the variations of the verb too. God has divided one great portion 
of faith; God has shared from himself a portion with each of us. God has 
given to us a portion. God has assigned a portion with a great plan in mind. 

I think of Paul in I Corinthians say to that gifted group, "What do you now 
have that you did not receive as a gift?" In that context Paul is speaking 
about spiritual gifts as well as material gifts. How about you and me? Name 
one good thing we really have that has not come as a gift from God?

'each as God has apportioned a portion/measure/degree/quantity. I like all 
those nuances as well! God has given a part, a calculation, a level, an 
amount of faith.

It's like it is all suppose to go together, to make sense together, to come 
together in God.)

4 "For as in one body we have many members, and not all the members the same 
function, so we who are many, are one body in Christ, and individually we are 
members one of another."

(We cannot stand alone as a Christian or as a congregation. There are no 
self-made Christians or congregations. We are all part, a portion, a measure, 
a quantity of the body of Christ, of God's plan for this world. We are all 
interim players; we are only one generation of a great coral reef. We are 
cells in an eternal, cosmic body, but we have a part, a gift, an assignment 
to play! We may be George Bush or Jessica Lynch, but we play a role where we 
are, an essential role, a cherished role. Not because of our gift, but 
because of the God who is empowering the assigning and giving!

"not all the members have the same praxis" That's the Greek word there, sound 
familiar? "not all the members have the same practice, do the same thing"

From the hymn, "We all are one in mission." "Our ministries are different, 
our purpose is the same. To touch the lives of others with God's surprising 
grace. So every folk and nation may feel God's warm embrace.")

6 "We have gifts that differ according to the grace given to us: prophecy, in 
proportion to faith; 7 ministry, in ministering; the teacher, in teaching; 
the exhorter, in exhortation; the giver, in generosity; the leader, in 
diligence, the compassionate, in cheerfulness."

(Many see these verses as a listing of gifts and they are, but I believe they 
are a list of examples rather than some conclusive listing of gifts of the 
church. 

Now I like the ordering of the Greek words, "having gifts, according to the 
grace given us, differing" We have gifts-what kind of gifts?-gifts given 
according to the grace of God! Now there are different gifts given according 
to the same grace of God!

Ephesians will also speak to gifts, "But each of us was given grace according 
to the measure of Christ's gift."

Now it seems very easy to me to combine this conversation about gifts with 
Paul's discussion about the body in chapter 12 of I Corinthians. The eye 
cannot say to the hand, "I have no need of you." No one has all the gifts! We 
need one another for as we gather we also bring more gifts into the mix. Now 
in the gathering of more and more gifted ones, this is NOT the time for one 
or more of the folks to begin "thinking more highly of themselves than they 
ought." It is RATHER the time to marvel at the creativity of the Holy Spirit 
creating such an array of gifted believers who each have something essential 
to contribute with their gifts to the body of Christ and the work of the 
gospel!!

So whatever your gifts, use them for the glory of God!! In Ephesians, after 
Paul lists the gifts he speaks to their use's intention, "The gifts he gave 
were that some would be apostles, some prophets, some evangelists, some 
pastors and teachers, to equip the saints for the work of ministry, for 
building up the body of Christ, until all of us come to the unity of the 
faith and of the knowledge of the Son of God, to maturity, to the measure of 
the full stature of Christ!" (4:11-13) See how all the gifts are to 
contribute toward a united intention-building up toward unity of faith toward 
maturity toward the full stature of Christ!

"whether prophecy according to the proportion of faith." The Greek word for 
"according to the proportion" has a relational nuance to it. Prophecy and 
faith are to be relationally tied together. The prophet is to prophesy in a 
way that relates to the core faith of the Church. Just as the prophets of the 
Old Testament came not preaching a new Law or new ethics, but rather, calling 
for a return to the instruction of the Lord, so Christian prophets are to 
call us back to the way and life and instruction of Christ, our Lord.

"ministry, in ministering" The word here is "diakonia" from which we get 
"deacon", "deaconal ministry," "deaconess". It means to minister or to serve.

"whether the teacher in the teaching" At my mother's funeral it struck me 
finally how my mother was a life-long teacher for me. She never had me in a 
class, but she taught me so much individually, by example, in setting 
priorities for me, in challenging my decisions, in encouraging me, in being 
for me, in loving me and seeing the best in me, in forgiving me and in 
disciplining me. She not only taught me about God, she was God's agent 
through which I experienced grace, forgiveness, discipline, love, etc. This 
is profound teaching. How vitally important are the vows made at baptism!

"the exhorter, in exhortation" Ah, here is the word, 'parakalew' again! The 
comforter, the consoler, the exhorter, the encourager, the challenger, the 
blesser. BUT it is for the purpose of building up!! How the Church needs 
those who BUILD UP!! It takes very little to tear down, but it takes the gift 
of God to build up! Someone has said that it takes 5 good words to begin to 
restore someone who has had a negative word. We are so good at demolition, 
but read the letters of Paul and you will see one who constantly is imploring 
for there to be building up in the Church!!

"whether the sharer, the giver, the imparter in generosity, liberality, 
sincerity, single-hearted devotion." Now I like all three words to describe 
what the NRSV simply says, "giver". I immediately think of the offering 
plate! But it is also 'the sharer' and 'the imparter' which also carry the 
passing on of things such as tradition, wisdom, experience, love, as well as 
finances. But in all the sharing, giving, imparting to do it with a love that 
compels generosity, liberality, sincerity, that comes out of single-hearted 
devotion!

"whether the leader, the one in authority, the manager in earnestness, 
diligence, eagerness, zeal, real effort!" Seeing leadership not as the 
opportunity to rest or slow down, but the call for true service, zeal, 
enthusiasm, energy, and devotion for those one is called to serve.

"the compassionate, in cheerfulness, kindness, gladness, graciousness" In II 
Corinthians 9:7 Paul will use this same word to describe how one should give 
to others, 'with cheerfulness.' In Corinthians Paul is speaking to an 
offering being collected for those in a time of famine. Here he speaks to 
those showing steadfast love and compassion for others. I have thought more 
and more about the Good Samaritan that Jesus describes in his parable. The 
Samaritan risks his life by stopping, gets off his donkey and puts the man on 
the donkey, takes him to an inn (what if it was the Hilton Suites!) puts down 
two days worth of hard income!, says he will make up the rest when he 
returns!!!! Do you think the Samaritan was cheerful too!!!!!!! Mercy takes 
something from us; we spend ourselves for others. Paul is telling us here to 
do so cheerfully, kindly, gladly, graciously.

Wasn't that fun?!!!!!!

Have a wonderful day in Christ Jesus our Lord!!! I can't wait till Friday!!!)


