GOOD MORNING!!  Welcome to this reading through of the epistle to the Romans!!  I am reading through this letter of Paul’s with Bishop Emeritus Virgil Moyer and Pastor Lou Smith.

I am also reading Martin Luther’s commentary on this epistle as well.

In his “Preface to the Epistle of St. Paul to the Romans” Luther writes:


“This epistle is really the chief part of the New Testament, and is truly the purest gospel. It is worthy not only that every Christian should know it word for word, by heart, but also that he/she should occupy himself/herself with it every day, as the daily bread of the soul. We can never read it or ponder over it too much; for the more we deal with it, the more precious it becomes and the better it tastes.”

If you know of others who might enjoy a study coming to them at home or the office, just get them to contact Debbie Worley at worley@roanoke.edu.


(TEXT FOR TODAY: ROMANS 12: 9)

(Romans 12) 9 Let love be genuine; hate what is evil, hold fast to what is good;

PRAYER FOR TODAY: Lord Jesus, I thank you for your creation, your birth, your life, your passion and death, your risen Life and your being our Lord and 
Savior! I remember with thanksgiving my baptism and give thanks to you for 
the gift of faith. As a child I learned to sing, "Jesus loves me." Now I 
sing, "Praise my soul, the king of heaven. To his feet thy tributes bring. 
Ransomed, healed, restored, forgiven. Who like me his praise should sing!! 
Alleluia! Alleluia! Praise the everlasting king!" For your divine love and 
favor, I give thanks and upon your love and favor I seek to live and build my 
relationships. Enable me by your Holy Spirit to let my love be genuine, to 
truly hate what is evil and to hold to what is good. Give to me discernment 
in your holy, loving will for the decisions of this day, and grant to me a 
loving heart and gentle tongue as I speak to others this day as your 
ambassador. Hear my prayers for __________________. Amen

(For those who have the time and desire to read onJ)

After listing some examples of the variety of gifts within the body of 
Christ, Paul then begins to describe how we should be a gift for each other.

The membership model of congregational life has sometimes caused us to 
consider things from the point of view of a "member." In our day and age, 
when I think of membership I think of "joining" something and getting some 
neat privileges from that joining. I am daily offered the choice to becoming 
a member of Hotel, Airlines, Travel Group Memberships for great deals and 
privileges. Look at all I get for being a member of AAA or AARP! Sometimes we 
hunt for the best deal in congregations; sometimes we can join a congregation 
without ever talking about the responsibilities of being a member. Sometimes 
we could exchange the word 'customer' for member.

The baptism model in our baptismal service in the Lutheran Book of Worship 
uses a family model. In baptism I become a member of the family of God. It is 
a privilege to be a part of the family. Infant baptism has the obvious 
message that I don't join, but that I am joined to, adopted into, brought 
into a family with relationships with brothers and sisters not to mention 
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit!

Paul is now speaking about the model of those who have been rescued and 
received the grace of God and who are members of a community created by the 
Holy Spirit. To be a member in this community is also to be a necessary part 
of the body of Christ. To be in this community is to be gifted by God and it 
is a calling to be a gift of God for one another within the community.

Paul begins with the description of gifts received by the grace of God and 
then easily moves into the kind of gift we might become to one another within 
the community by the same grace of God.

As I read these verses I think of my calling as a pastor among many pastors 
of the Church and what kind of brother, colleague, pastor, gift I should be 
among the ministerium. I think about my calling as a member of College 
Lutheran in Salem and what kind of brother, member, gift I should be among my 
brothers and sisters in that wonderful congregation. I think about my calling 
as husband, father, brother, son, uncle, nephew within my own extended family 
and the gift of God I should be among them in the name of my Lord. I think 
about the synod office and staff and my calling there to be a gift in the 
name of Christ.

What a fine description of my calling to be a gift and what guidance for us 
all in our "life together":

Today we take just verse 9. It is good for us to slow it down and weigh 
reverently our calling as brothers and sisters rescued by God, members of the 
same heavenly family and fellow workers in the kingdom of God.

9 "Let love be genuine; hate what is evil, hold fast to what is good:"

(Let love be truly love, the genuine, real thing. Don't lower the mark, don't 
cheapen the quality, character of love. And Paul uses the word 'agape.' Prior 
to this letter to the Romans Paul has already written to the Corinthians 
where he describes agape love in a whole chapter (I Cor 13). He has just 
finished 11 chapters in Romans describing how this love is genuine in the 
midst of great sin, evil, and death! Paul calls upon me to love others in the 
church with the genuine love of God. This is not sentimental love. It is the 
call to see others as God sees them-children of God rescued by God and loved 
by God. To regard them as God regards them. Too often, I keep thinking I 
recognize the bad apples who somehow are in the church building but who 
surely aren't God's child. Genuine love might be the wonderful gift of 
recognizing all the treasured children of God that ARE all around me in the 
community of the church! We have seen throughout Romans that God's love is a 
pursuing, intentional, active, restoring, rescuing, forgiving love. Love is 
known more by its verbs than its adjectives; it is lived and experienced more 
than described. So is my love for others.

Hate what is evil. Paul does not say, "hate WHO is evil." Remember that Paul 
is speaking now about life within the community of those rescued by the grace 
of God, those for whom Christ died and was raised to new life. Hate what is 
evil so that evil is not allowed to take over the community.

In Healthy Congregations, it is noted that there are unhealthy styles of 
communicating and acting within the congregation. The point is not to seek to 
remove the unhealthy member; the point is not to allow the unhealthy 
communication to become the style of communicating within the life of the 
congregation. It is not to hate the person, but to hate the style of 
communicating that leads to a growing unhealthy and dysfunctional family life 
within the congregation.

Hold fast to what is good! Unite oneself with/associate with/hold on to/join 
what is good! Likewise build up what is good, encourage what is good, affirm 
and enable what is good! 

In Ephesians, Paul uses the metaphor of light and darkness rather than evil 
and good. In the 5th chapter he writes, "For the fruit of light is found in 
all that is good and right and true."

I think of the workplace, classroom, conference meeting and every other 
location where the temptation to speak evil, do evil, encourage evil, allow 
evil can arise. Hear Paul's powerful words for us, "Hold fast to what is 
good!" Even though it is frightening in the midst of whom you are with or the 
decision's implications, hold fast to what is good.

Remember again that Paul is speaking to those within the community of the 
church and our holding fast to what is good within that community! Building 
up, speaking well of others, encouraging one another, loving one another, are 
what we are to hold to as those within the community. ) 




