GOOD MORNING!!  Welcome to this reading through of the epistle to the Romans!!  I am reading through this letter of Paul’s with Bishop Emeritus Virgil Moyer and Pastor Lou Smith.

I am also reading Martin Luther’s commentary on this epistle as well.

In his “Preface to the Epistle of St. Paul to the Romans” Luther writes:


“This epistle is really the chief part of the New Testament, and is truly the purest gospel. It is worthy not only that every Christian should know it word for word, by heart, but also that he/she should occupy himself/herself with it every day, as the daily bread of the soul. We can never read it or ponder over it too much; for the more we deal with it, the more precious it becomes and the better it tastes.”

If you know of others who might enjoy a study coming to them at home or the office, just get them to contact Debbie Worley at worley@roanoke.edu.

(TEXT FOR TODAY: ROMANS 13: 1-7)

(Romans 13) Let every person be subject to the governing authorities; for there is no authority except from God, and those authorities that exist have been instituted by God. 2 Therefore whoever resists authority resists what God has appointed, and those who resist will incur judgment. 3 For rulers are not a terror to good conduct, but to bad. Do you wish to have no fear of the authority? Then do what is good, and you will receive its approval; 4 for it is God's servant for your good. But if you do what is wrong, you should be afraid, for the authority does not bear the sword in vain! It is the servant of God to execute wrath on the wrongdoer. 5 Therefore one must be subject, not only because of wrath but also because of conscience. 6 For the same reason you also pay taxes, for the authorities are God's servants, busy with this very thing. 7 Pay to all what is due them--taxes to whom taxes are due, revenue to whom revenue is due, respect to whom respect is due, honor to whom honor is due.

PRAYER FOR TODAY:  Lord Jesus, enable me this day not only to thank you for the cross and resurrection, but to thank you for all those places where good government brings commonwealth and justice and order to the world.  I pray for your justice to be done in all the world and in my life, and I pray this with hope and with some fear and trembling knowing how richly I am blessed.  I have much to share and millions who could receive it as a sign of hope and life.  Enable me to grow in my giving and to grow in my knowing those in greatest need.  I pray this day for our president and all world leaders; I pray for those who defend this nation and all those who protect others with their very own lives.  I pray for those who make and judge and enforce our laws.  Hear my prayer for those who serve in your name in all these places and in all the places around the globe where they serve those in need.  Hear my prayers this day for _______________________ Amen.

(For those who have the time and desire to read on J)

1 "Let every person be subject to the governing authorities; for there is no authority except from God, and those authorities that exist have been instituted by God."

(Let every soul- it does not say, "every body", but 'every soul'.  It is an unusual choice.  Maybe it could read, "Let every life be subject", "Let every soul be subject." Seems to imply more than just part of the person's makeup, but that we are indeed to see governing authority as a way that God governs this world.

Now there have been a number of tyrannical and horrific examples of governing in the 20th century that surely could not have been from God!!! However, as we watch the streets of Baghdad now without a government to maintain order, we see the need for order and government in order for the protection, well-being, commonwealth, and ordering of those within society.  Luther would speak to the right hand of God by which the gospel brought salvation to the world and the left hand of God by which order is maintained in the world.

Now we could have a long discussion about this very text, but let us at least look at the structure of the 7 verses so we can see Paul's construction of these verses.  It is pretty interesting!!

In the Greek there are 7 times that the word, 'gar', appears.  "Gar" means "for".  In these verses it kind of seems to work like bullets of a job description.  Let's try it out:

"Let every soul be subject to the governing authorities:

Gar   for there is no authority except from God and those that God appoints so that those who appoint themselves as having authority resist whom God appoints! And those who resist [God] shall receive judgement.

Gar
for rulers are not a terror to good works but to evil/bad.  Do you wish not to fear the authorities? Do the good and you will receive their approval

Gar
for they are God's servant/minister for your good.  If you do evil-fear!

Gar
for they do not bear the sword in vain!

Gar
for they are God's servant/minister, the one who punishes, who does the wrath [of God] against the evil/bad! [Therefore by necessity under the appointment of God be subject not only because of  [God's] wrath BUT ALSO! Because of conscience!

Gar
for on account of this you bear payments [taxes]

Gar
for public workers are of God persevering in these things

So! Pay all your debts--the revenue to those due the revenue; the taxes to those due the taxes; the fear/respect to those due the fear/respect; the honor to those due the honor.

See how the 7 'gars' break down into a discussion about those to whom revenue, taxes, fear/respect, and honor are due as servants of God who maintain and preserve the order and commonwealth.

There is also a wonderful play on the root verb that means 'to appoint' [tasso] in the first few verses of this text.  Watch:

Let every soul be appointed under [upo tasso] authorities.  For there is no authority except from God, and those that God appoints [tasso]. There the one who appoints themselves against [anti tasso] God resists the one God ordains/appoints [dia tasso]….Therefore one must be subject under [upo tasso], not only because of the wrath but because of conscience.

God appoints [tasso] and God ordains [dia tasso].  We are called to be under appointment [upo tasso], but instead we so often resist by appointing ourselves [anti tasso] and are anti-appointment of God's authorities.

We hear about the wrath of God which I like to call the backhand of God's love.  It is being on the wrong side of God's justice!   For instance, there are 10 apples and 10 children are directed by their parents to enjoy the apples.  One child runs and grabs 5 apples for himself, leaving 4 crying children.  The parent steps in to correct/bring justice to the situation.  How loving the parent appears to the four crying children who now each receive their apple! How wrathful the parent appears to the child who was thrilled to have gotten 5 apples, but who now has FOUR OF THOSE APPLES TAKEN AWAY!  In caring for all the children in love, there is the condition that brothers and sisters take advantage of one another, and the parent in love for all the children makes the necessary corrections and punishments with the same loving hand.  The loving side brings the restored apple, the wrathful side comes to take away and to give to another.

I believe that I have heard that the United States population is about 6% of the world and that we use over 40% of the world's energy or something like that? Is that true?  Surely the 800 million undernourished in the world are not like children who are hungry for apples!

To pray for God's justice to be done in the world is sometimes hard for me, an apple polisher.  How many of the hungry in this world tonight join me in my prayer for God's justice to be done in this world!

Paul Scherer's statement of a number of years ago that I think about comes to mind again.  He says something like, "there is one terribly, terrifying thing that is loose in this world and it is not Sin, it is the wrath of God making things right. (Those of you who have the devotional books, "For All the Saints" , can find that  quote; I am writing this in the business office of a hotel in Appleton, Wisconsin, tonight.)

If you have time, you might re-read Romans 12: 14-21 again.  Some scholars believe that 14-21 should be seen as connected with 13:1-7.  The main connector is the admonition to "leave room for the wrath of God" in verse 19 which makes more sense if it is seen as a part of the wrath talked about in chapter 13 which is allowing the authorities to carry out the justice of God in bearing the sword.

I heard someone say recently that in England the king had two swords, a sharp edged and pointed  sword for justice and a dull edged and rounded tip for mercy.

