GOOD MORNING!!  Welcome to this reading through of the epistle to the Romans!!  I am reading through this letter of Paul’s with Bishop Emeritus Virgil Moyer and Pastor Lou Smith.

I am also reading Martin Luther’s commentary on this epistle as well.

In his “Preface to the Epistle of St. Paul to the Romans” Luther writes:


“This epistle is really the chief part of the New Testament, and is truly the purest gospel. It is worthy not only that every Christian should know it word for word, by heart, but also that he/she should occupy himself/herself with it every day, as the daily bread of the soul. We can never read it or ponder over it too much; for the more we deal with it, the more precious it becomes and the better it tastes.”

If you know of others who might enjoy a study coming to them at home or the office, just get them to contact Debbie Worley at worley@roanoke.edu.

(TEXT FOR TODAY: ROMANS 13:8-10)

8 Owe no one anything, except to love one another; for the one who loves another has fulfilled the law. 9 The commandments, "You shall not commit adultery; You shall not murder; You shall not steal; You shall not covet"; and any other commandment, are summed up in this word, "Love your neighbor as yourself." 10 Love does no wrong to a neighbor; therefore, love is the fulfilling of the law.

PRAYER FOR TODAY: Lord Jesus, I give thanks to you for your love and for your revealing the heart of the Father. I marvel at your emptying yourself of your 
divinity to become as me. The divine became 'the other,' so that 'the other' 
might gain insight into the divine love. For your life told with manger, 
cross, and empty tomb I give you thanks. May I this day as your ambassador now love 'the other', my neighbor. May my neighbor through me catch a glimpse of your love, hear a word about your love for him/her through me. Hear my prayer this day for ____________________. May I remember my neighbors as I pray the 
prayer you taught us, "Our Father" this day. Amen.

(For those who have the time and desire to read on J)

Dr. Moyer writes, "Before going on to the next section of the 13th chapter, 
it would seem that something needs to be said about the evident possibility 
that the state - the civil authority - might not be "God's servant for your 
good," and that there may be occasions when the Christian might find it necessary 
to resist the actions of the authorities. 

What relationship is to be seen between "whoever resists authority resists 
what God has appointed" and the words of Jesus, "Render unto Caesar the things 
that are Caesar's, and unto God the things that are God's?" Are we to assume, 
on the one hand, that suffering at the hands of rulers falls into the category 
of "the sufferings of this present time," and are to be borne as a part of 
one's discipleship under Jesus? Or, on the other hand, are we to disobey and 
resist the state when the state requires us to disobey God? When the state 
commands what God forbids, or forbids what God commands, what is the Christian to do? What are we to make of Peter's declaration, "We must obey God rather than any human authority."

As some scholars have proposed, it is also interesting to compare the state's 
authority in Romans 13 with Revelation 13. There the state is no longer seen 
as the servant of God but is viewed as the ally of the devil. Oscar Cullman 
has written these words, "According as the State remains within its limits or 
transgresses them, the Christian will describe it as the Servant of God or as 
the instrument of the Devil." Another has summed this matter up in these 
words, "we are to submit to the state's God-given authority, but it has been 
given for particular and not totalitarian purposes."

8 "Owe no one anything, except to love one another; for the one who loves 
another has fulfilled the law. 9 The commandments, 'You shall not commit 
adultery; You shall not murder; You shall not steal; You shall not covet;' and any 
other commandment, are summed up in this word, 'Love your neighbor as yourself.' 10 Love does no wrong to a neighbor; therefore, love is the fulfillment of 
the law."

(For the one who loves 'the other' has fulfilled the law. The NRSV 
translation says 'love another', but the Greek has the definite article in front, "loves the other." I prefer this translation. Dr. Lou Smith points out the 
dimensions of loving 'the other,' and not loving the same. It is the Samaritan loving 
the Jew. It is loving the other, the one who is opposite of me, who is distinct 
and different from me. 

Verse 9 reminds me of Mark 10:19-22 where Jesus speaks with the rich young 
ruler. After naming four commandments from the Decalogue in Romans, Paul moves to the golden rule. After naming 6 commandments from the Decalogue, Jesus moves to the rich young ruler giving away all that he has and following Jesus. In Matthew's version of the story he includes, 'love your neighbor as yourself."

Verse 9 also reminds me of the other places in the New Testament where the 
love of neighbor comes. It is used with the loving of God with heart, mind, 
soul, and strength in Matthew 22:39; Mark 12:31-33; Luke 10:27 as the way that 
leads to the telling of the parable of the Good Samaritan. It is used in 
Galatians 5:14, "For the whole law is summed up in a single commandment, "You shall love your neighbor as yourself." James 2:8, "You do well if you really fulfill 
the royal law according to the scripture, 'You shall love your neighbor as 
yourself."

Jesus also speaks the commandment in his sermon on the mount, Matthew 5:43.
I would also have you notice how Paul uses it in his discussion with husband 
and wife in Ephesians 5:33, "Each of you [husbands], however, should love his 
wife as himself, and a wife should respect her husband." (Here the wife is 
'the other.')

What is really interesting to me if how this commandment appears twice in the 
same chapter of Leviticus 19. It is used first in 19:18 as a summing up word 
for good treatment to one's neighbor, that is, one's fellow Hebrew/Israelite/one in God's covenant. But later in the same chapter look at 19:34 where the command is given, "The alien who resides with you shall be to you as the citizen among you; you shall love the alien as yourself, for you were aliens in the 
land of Egypt: I am the Lord your God."

Now the usage moves from neighbor to alien in this chapter. And this is how 
is gets illustrated by Jesus in the parable of the Good Samaritan where the 
alien/foreigner/outside the covenant acts as the neighbor in love to the Jew left 
for dead by the side of the road.

It is interesting that Paul's use of this command is in the section following 
verses about living with those outside the community of faith. In Galatians 
the use has to do with those inside the community. So here too in Paul there is 
love of neighbor and love of the outsider as yourself. Love of 'the other.'


Notice that these verses are in the public realm and not in the verses about 
Christian community. Lou Smith has shared with me that the Christian life is a 
public life that is hidden in the midst of the public life-it can look a lot 
like good citizenship.

The Christian's love can be like salt within the neighborhood and society. 


Dr. Moyer writes, "In these verses Paul turns from the ministry of the state 
to the duties of individual Christians, especially as it relates to the place 
of love in the life of the Christian. His statement is an interesting one. 
We are not to owe anyone anything - debts, taxes, etc - except that we are 
always to owe love to one another. Love is always an unpaid debt. We can never 
stop loving and contend that we have loved enough. The perpetual debt of love 
always remains. 

Love is the fulfillment of the law, but not the end of the law. Both love 
and law are needed. The Christian is never free from either one. Furthermore, 
love does no harm to one's neighbor; rather, love seeks to benefit one's 
neighbors. 

It should be no surprise that Paul returns to the force and influence of love 
as the primary involvement of the follower of Jesus. After all, it was the 
undeserved love of God that had called Paul out from his former life as the 
"Pharisee of the Pharisees" into the glorious light of his ministry as an 
Apostle. He knew what God's love had done to and for him, and that was he concern 
for all who named the name of Jesus. The love that is active in seeking the 
good of the neighbor far outstrips the requirements of God's law.+ 


