GOOD MORNING!!  Welcome to this reading through of the epistle to the Romans!!  I am reading through this letter of Paul’s with Bishop Emeritus Virgil Moyer and Pastor Lou Smith.

I am also reading Martin Luther’s commentary on this epistle as well.

In his “Preface to the Epistle of St. Paul to the Romans” Luther writes:


“This epistle is really the chief part of the New Testament, and is truly the purest gospel. It is worthy not only that every Christian should know it word for word, by heart, but also that he/she should occupy himself/herself with it every day, as the daily bread of the soul. We can never read it or ponder over it too much; for the more we deal with it, the more precious it becomes and the better it tastes.”

If you know of others who might enjoy a study coming to them at home or the office, just get them to contact Debbie Worley at worley@roanoke.edu.


(TEXT FOR TODAY: ROMANS 14:19-23)

(Romans 14) 19 Let us then pursue what makes for peace and for mutual upbuilding. 20 Do not, for the sake of food, destroy the work of God. Everything is indeed clean, but it is wrong for you to make others fall by what you eat; 21 it is good not to eat meat or drink wine or do anything that makes your brother or sister stumble. 22 The faith that you have, have as your own conviction before God. Blessed are those who have no reason to condemn themselves because of what they approve. 23 But those who have doubts are condemned if they eat, because they do not act from faith; for whatever does not proceed from faith is sin. 



PRAYER FOR TODAY: Lord Jesus, you have blessed us with the community of 
Christians so that we might be strengthened in our faith in you. Send me as your 
ambassador to pursue what makes for peace and mutual upbuilding within the life 
of your Church. Hear my prayer this day for ________________. Amen.

(For those who have the time and desire to read on J)

19 "Let us then pursue what makes for peace and for mutual upbuilding."

(The Greek word for 'pursue' means also to 'persecute/hunt down.' The power 
of this word can be lost far too easily in reading this verse quickly. There is 
an intensity about seeking after what it takes to make peace AND to build up!

This verse reminds me of Ephesians 4:1-3: "I therefore, the prisoner in the 
Lord, BEG you to lead a life worthy of the calling to which you have been 
called, with all humility and gentleness, with patience, bearing with one another 
in love, making every effort to maintain the unity of the Spirit in the bond of 
peace." 

The Greek verb for "making every effort" is another intense verb that also 
means, "working hard/doing one's best/giving it your all" to maintain the unity 
of the Spirit in the bond of peace."

When Paul speaks to his churches about peace and unity and upbuilding within 
their community he uses verbs that speak to taking this most seriously and 
arduously!

The Greek word for 'building up' comes from a word that could also be 
translated 'constructing a house/home.' It is not just building up someone, it is 
also building up the household of God.

We are wrong to downplay the PASSIONATE issue that Paul is talking about to 
the 'weak' and 'strong' within the Roman Christian community. The 'weak' are 
judging the 'strong' to hell! The 'strong' are looking upon the 'weak' with 
great contempt! And Paul is writing to both, "Pursue peace and mutual upbuilding."

We, too, are facing passionate issues, but are we not also called to pursue 
peace and mutual upbuilding as well?)

20 "Do not, for the sake of food, destroy the work of God. Everything is 
indeed clean, but it is wrong for you to make others fall by what you eat;" 21 "it 
is good not to eat meat or drink wine or do anything that makes your brother 
or sister stumble."

(Martin Luther writes in his commentary on Romans that the 'work of God' here 
is another Christian. "For the sake of food, do not destroy another 
Christian." Other scholars suggest that the 'work of God' is the community in Christ.. 
Don't put food before the community. It could also be that the work of God is 
the drawing of another into the peace of the community only to have it 
thwarted by my eating. But all of them challenge my eating when my eating can undo  the work of God!)

22 "The faith that you have, have as your own conviction before God. Blessed 
are those who have no reason to condemn themselves because of what they 
approve."

("The faith you have, have according to yourself before God." Let the faith 
you have be the faith within you, and not someone else's convictions 
undermining what you truly hold in your conscience/heart. Don't buckle under 'religious 
peer pressure!'

Blessed is the one not condemning himself in that which he 
values/approves/validates." That is, blessed is the one who is true to their heart's 
convictions. BecauseJ

23 "But those who have doubts are condemned if they eat, because they do not 
act from faith, for whatever does not proceed from faith is sin."

(Now here is another way of coming at sin. Sin is that which is done outside 
of faith, outside of believing. Doing something they believe God does NOT want 
them to do or they believe is NOT good for them. It may be a 'weak' approach 
to faith or a 'strong' approach to faith, but Paul is speaking of one 
Christian trying to 'straighten out' the other and leading them to a place that causes 
them to 'cross the line' in their relationship with God and what God would 
have them do.

Paul is asking those within the community to take a look at see whether they 
are CAUSING, intentionally causing someone to do something they believe sinful.

In this setting Paul is saying that people within the community of Christ may 
live out their life in Christ in some areas of life that are different from 
others who believe in Christ. Some may eat differently, may observe different 
days but both believe in the Son of God who died for their sin and was raised 
who has chosen them through their baptism; both believe that all things came 
into being through the Word.

Sin is sometimes spoken of as 'missing the mark', be off from right on 
target, falling short of what should be. Here Paul is speaking to sin as that which 
causes another to act in a way that they believe has them 'miss the mark' 
within the community of Christ.)





