GOOD MORNING!!  Welcome to this reading through of the epistle to the Romans!!  I am reading through this letter of Paul’s with Bishop Emeritus Virgil Moyer and Pastor Lou Smith.

I am also reading Martin Luther’s commentary on this epistle as well.

In his “Preface to the Epistle of St. Paul to the Romans” Luther writes:


“This epistle is really the chief part of the New Testament, and is truly the purest gospel. It is worthy not only that every Christian should know it word for word, by heart, but also that he/she should occupy himself/herself with it every day, as the daily bread of the soul. We can never read it or ponder over it too much; for the more we deal with it, the more precious it becomes and the better it tastes.”

If you know of others who might enjoy a study coming to them at home or the office, just get them to contact Debbie Worley at worley@roanoke.edu.


TEXT FOR TODAY: ROMANS 15:1-6)


(Romans 15) We who are strong ought to put up with the failings of the weak, and not to please ourselves. 2 Each of us must please our neighbor for the good purpose of building up the neighbor. 3 For Christ did not please himself; but, as it is written, "The insults of those who insult you have fallen on me." 4 For whatever was written in former days was written for our instruction, so that by steadfastness and by the encouragement of the scriptures we might have hope. 5 May the God of steadfastness and encouragement grant you to live in harmony with one another, in accordance with Christ Jesus, 6 so that together you may with one voice glorify the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ.


PRAYER FOR TODAY: Lord Jesus, you have given us a wonderful gift in Christian community! So often I see the shortcomings and flaws of your Church, but often I see the magnificent grace of your Church! Hear my prayers for your whole Church throughout the world and of every time and place. Hear my prayer for Bishop Mark Olson as our bishop. You chose me in the waters of baptism to be your child, to be your ambassador, to be a brother in the life of your Church. 
Enable me to build up your Church; enable me to teach others and to learn from 
others; enable me to be steadfast and to persevere in pleasing others in your 
Church; enable me to encourage and comfort and bless others in your Church so 
that we all might some day glorify our Father in heaven with one great mouth of 
praise and thanksgiving! Send me as your ambassador this day to someone who 
has not heard of your life and how your life brings LIFE to my relationships and 
calling and living. Hear my prayers this day for ____________. Amen.

For those who have the time and desire to read on J)

1 "We who are strong ought to put up with the failings of the weak, and not 
to please ourselves."

(We, the strong/powerful owe/ought/must/are bound/are obligated to 
bear/endure/tolerate the weaknesses of the not strong/powerful., and not to please 
ourselves!

Wow! Paul uses a great Greek word play here! "We, the Dynamos, are obligated 
to bear with the weaknesses of the Adynamos." The Greek word addition of 'a' 
brings the opposite or absence of the word. So the strong are to bear with the 
not strong or the opposite of strong or the absence of strength.

And notice the strength of the verb possibilities-"We are obligated"/ "We are 
bound"/ "We must"/ "We owe it to them"!

And we are to put up with/ endure/ tolerate/ bear with the weaknesses!

In our strength we do not please ourselves; we are to bear with those who are 
not strong-we are obligated to do so!)

2 Each of us must please our neighbor for the good purpose of building up our 
neighbor. 

(Then Paul uses the SAME verb-'to please'-to describe how we should be with 
our neighbor! And then just as in 14:19 Paul summarized by saying we should 
"pursue peace and mutual upbuilding," so he now calls upon us to build up our 
neighbor!

Isn't it interesting that for Paul when the Christian community is becoming 
threatened with schism over issues, Paul encourages bearing with one another 
and building one another up!!!!!!!)

3 . "For Christ did not please himself; but, as it is written, 'The insults 
of those who insult you have fallen on me.'"

(For the third straight verse Paul uses the same verb-'to please'! Christ did 
not please himself; don't you please yourself; please your neighbor who is 
not strong like you!

Christ, who is MUCH stronger than you, did not please himself but sought to 
bring life and peace and righteousness to you, who were absolutely powerless! 
Now do the same with those who are not strong.)

4 "For whatever was written in former days was written for our instruction, 
so that by steadfastness and by the encouragement of the scriptures we might 
have hope."

(Whatever was written in former days was to teach us, so that through the 
steadfastness/perseverance/patient endurance AND through the 
encouragement/exhortation/challenge/comfort/consolation/blessing of the writings we might have 
hope! The hope here is Jesus Christ!

It is Christ who instructs us, the one of whom it was said, 'The insults of 
those who insult you have fallen on me.' The Christ, the strong one, who puts 
up with us who are without strength.)

5-6 "May the God of steadfastness and encouragement grant you to live in 
harmony with one another, in accordance with Christ Jesus, so that together you 
may with one voice glorify the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ."

(The God of the scriptures grant you to live in harmony/agree with one 
another, according to Jesus Christ, in order that you may glorify with one mouth the 
God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! One mouth! People on different 
sides of an issue in Christ glorifying God with one mouth! The powerless given the 
power of Christ to glorify God with one mouth!

But also, Paul prays that even if the scriptures may be dividing the 
community-that the GOD of the scriptures may grant that they agree with one 
another!!!!!!)

Dr. Moyer writes some very helpful words:

It is interesting that some commentators have suggested that the chapter 
break is poorly located, since Romans 15:1-6 clearly carries forward the theme 
of chapter 14. Paul sums up the very sensitive issue of the relationship 
between the "strong" and the "weak" by maintaining that the primary responsibility is on the "strong" to bear the burden of maintaining the harmony of the community. For the first time Paul identifies those who disagree with the "weak" - they are the "strong" and in the use of the pronoun "We" Paul identifies 
himself as one of the "strong." 

The wording in this paragraph is somewhat open to misunderstanding. There is 
always a possibility in comparing the "strong" and the "weak" that it 
becomes patronizing and intolerant. The wording may seem a bit odd. There seems to 
be the inclination to bear up the "weaknesses of the weak," not the "weak in 
their weaknesses." Yet, the balance that Paul calls for is to be seen in the 
example of Christ, who "did not please himself, but as it is written, 'The 
insults of those who insult you have fallen on me.'" The strong do not put up 
with the weaknesses of the weak just to please themselves, certainly excessive 
pride could result from that! The intent and purpose of pleasing the neighbor 
is "for the good purpose of building up the neighbor."

The value that Paul puts on "whatever was written in former days" is evident 
here. It was written for "our instruction, so that by steadfastness and by 
the encouragement of the scriptures we might have hope." Paul does not hesitate 
for one moment to describe the reason why the scriptures were written - not 
for scientific or historical information - but "for our instruction" and that 
"we might have hope." 

Paul now rounds off his concerns by praying: "May the God of steadfastness 
and courage grant you to live in harmony with one another, in accordance with 
Jesus Christ ... " so that their unity - as either/both "weak" or "strong" - 
might be heard in the glory their voices give to "the God and Father of ours Lord 
Jesus Christ."


