GOOD MORNING!!  Welcome to this reading through of the epistle to the Romans!!  I am reading through this letter of Paul’s with Bishop Emeritus Virgil Moyer and Pastor Lou Smith.

I am also reading Martin Luther’s commentary on this epistle as well.

In his “Preface to the Epistle of St. Paul to the Romans” Luther writes:


“This epistle is really the chief part of the New Testament, and is truly the purest gospel. It is worthy not only that every Christian should know it word for word, by heart, but also that he/she should occupy himself/herself with it every day, as the daily bread of the soul. We can never read it or ponder over it too much; for the more we deal with it, the more precious it becomes and the better it tastes.”

If you know of others who might enjoy a study coming to them at home or the office, just get them to contact Debbie Worley at worley@roanoke.edu.


(TEXT FOR TODAY: ROMANS 15:14)

And I myself also am persuaded of you, my brethren, that ye also are full of goodness, filled with all knowledge, able also to admonish one another. 15 Nevertheless, brethren, I have written the more boldly unto you in some sort, as putting you in mind, because of the grace that is given to me of God, 16 That I should be the minister of Jesus Christ to the Gentiles, ministering the gospel of God, that the offering upa of the Gentiles might be acceptable, being sanctified by the Holy Ghost.  

PRAYER FOR TODAY: Lord Jesus, I too often overlook the rich opportunity for growth in you through the community of your holy Church! I have taken for granted the powerful community of faith here all around me for me! You have provided the Church and through your scriptures, sacraments, and people by the Holy Spirit’s handiwork, I have such an astonishing tool shed of wondrously varied tools for my growth in faith! Now send me as your ambassador, as your handiwork, as your tool for another this day-for youth at Kairos, for my child, for my wife,  for my colleague, for my neighbor. Hear my prayers this day for ________________________. Amen.

(For those who have the time and desire to read on()

“I myself feel confident about you, my brothers and sisters, that you yourselves are full of goodness, filled with all knowledge, and able to instruct one another.”

(“And I am persuaded, and I am convinced(!), my brothers [and sisters], about this concerning you, that  you are full of goodness/usefulness, filled/complete with all knowledge, and able/can/have the power to instruct/teach/warn one another.”

Now this is a transitional verse and Paul is using this verse as an encouraging impetus for the church in Rome in terms of their persevering in welcoming one another. The tendency was for me to just zip through this verse like I would if it simply said, “and so, my sisters and brothers.”

People like to take verses by themselves; you will see many referred to on license plates.

I might like to take this one for a synod seeking to be renewed through Word and Sacrament.

“I am confident about this concerning you!” or “I am convinced!” or “I am persuaded in this concerning you! It is a strong word of confidence about your ability and about your understanding. This is certainly how I feel about our synod and the Lord’s Church.

‘that you are full of goodness’ OK now! The goodness that they are full of is the  life in the Holy Spirit, the church in the Holy Spirit, and the fruit of that Spirit’s presence is a goodness about their regard and relationships with one another. As I travel around our synod, I experience that goodness especially within the core of each congregation.

This week I have experienced that goodness so strongly in the 119 youth and 17 adult leaders here at Kairos on the campus of Roanoke College! It has been a wonderful week of singing, sharing faith, hearing youth talk about the faith! And it all leads to---

‘filled with all knowledge and able to instruct one another.” I have heard that the best way to learn something is to try to teach it to someone else. The best way to confirm something in your heart is to proclaim it to another. One of the key hopes of the ACTS program is for the learners to teach/instruct others so that what has been taught to them will be learned by them and confirmed within them as they teach it to others!

As a synod we are strongly asking for reading in the scriptures and Lutheran Confessions for our renewal, our learning, so that the gospel of Jesus Christ can assure us of the utter faithfulness of God within our lives in the midst of a most turbulent world. We are here for one another’s instruction, sharing, upbuilding, encouragement, witness, and prayers.

And isn’t this true of the church in all its communities-in college, congregation, youth events, seminary, Lutheran homes, camps and retreat centers, missionary outposts, service centers, and within our very own families- the presence of the goodness of Christ as we instruct one another in the knowledge of Christ.

There is a whole lot of insight and power within this verse for our daily living together as the people of Jesus Christ!

Let me thank you once again for the privilege of being a part of the Christian community with you in Jesus Christ! It is sheer grace for me! Thank you for your instruction through the years, and thank you for the richness of the Spirit that comes through you that I experience as such Godness and goodness!)
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