GOOD MORNING!!  Welcome to this reading through of the epistle to the Romans!!  I am reading through this letter of Paul’s with Bishop Emeritus Virgil Moyer and Pastor Lou Smith.

I am also reading Martin Luther’s commentary on this epistle as well.

In his “Preface to the Epistle of St. Paul to the Romans” Luther writes:


“This epistle is really the chief part of the New Testament, and is truly the purest gospel. It is worthy not only that every Christian should know it word for word, by heart, but also that he/she should occupy himself/herself with it every day, as the daily bread of the soul. We can never read it or ponder over it too much; for the more we deal with it, the more precious it becomes and the better it tastes.”

If you know of others who might enjoy a study coming to them at home or the office, just get them to contact Debbie Worley at worley@roanoke.edu.


(TEXT FOR TODAY: ROMANS 15: 30-33)

(ROMANS) 30 I appeal to you, brothers and sisters, by our Lord Jesus Christ and by the love of the Spirit, to join me in earnest prayer to God on my behalf, 31 that I may be rescued from the unbelievers in Judea, and that my ministry to Jerusalem may be acceptable to the saints, 32 so that by God's will I may come to you with joy and be refreshed in your company. 33 The God of peace be with all of you. Amen. 



PRAYER FOR TODAY: Lord Jesus, you have called me to ventures for which I 
cannot see the ending, by paths as yet untrodden, through perils unknown. Give me faith to go out with good courage as your ambassador, not knowing where I go, 
but only that your hand is leading me and your love supporting me. Hear my 
prayers this day for _____________. Amen (LBW Evening prayer p. 153)



Dr. Moyer writes concerning 30-33: “Now he brings into the picture some of the difficulties he sees in his trip to Jerusalem. He specifically asks -- appeals to them in strong terms -- to join him in "earnest prayer to God on my behalf" that he will be "rescued from the unbelievers in Judea" and that "my ministry to Jerusalem may be acceptable to the saints."  It would appear that Paul probably fears for his life. One commentator suggests that "Nothing more fully proves the significance of the fund in Paul's eyes than the fact that he judged its safe delivery to be worth the risk of his life." All of this points up the continuing difficulties that Paul experienced with some -- many? -- in the "mother church at Jerusalem." It is also apparent that Paul wishes that his visit to Jerusalem will not result in division between the churches outside of Jerusalem and the "mother church" in Jerusalem. His desire was for unity, not for division. His closing benediction reveals his finest hope -- "The God of peace be with all of you. Amen." Now in the final chapter, Paul turns to personal greetings and final thoughts and concerns.”

(For those who have time and desire to read on J)


There is an amazing story within these verses. Paul is asking for prayers on 
his behalf as he is about to make his trip to Jerusalem. Here in Romans he is 
asking for a quick trip to Jerusalem and then the hope to come on to Rome for 
rest and encouragement as he prepares to go on to Spain.

If you are able, read Acts 21-28!! All that Paul is praying for in Romans 
15:30-33 could be interpreted as happening except it happens in a much different 
way!! Luke writes of assassins out to kill Paul in Jerusalem, beatings, 
imprisonment, shipwreck, snakebite, coming to Rome and being among the Christians 
of Rome even though in house arrest.

Now this is VERY different from the nice wording in Romans 15! YET, Paul is 
rescued from unbelievers and does come to the people of Rome and is refreshed 
in their company.

The words in Romans 15 are written BEFORE he has left for Jerusalem. The 
words in Acts are written nearly 30 years AFTER his writing!

Paul's prayers are answered but not in the way he anticipated!

The disciples on the road to Emmaus hoped to arrive in Emmaus, but their 
arrival was totally different than they anticipated! (Luke 24!)

The life of prayer and the walk of faith will more than likely be VERY 
different than we ever anticipated! The promises of God that we are God's child by 
the sign of our baptism, that the gospel is for you by the words of the 
eucharist-'given and shed for you', that God is for you for nothing shall separate 
you from the love of God in Christ Jesus, all of these promises will be borne 
out as most certainly true! This is the witness of the Church for 2000 years and 
for all eternity to come.


