GOOD MORNING!!  Welcome to this reading through of the epistle to the Romans!!  I am reading through this letter of Paul’s with Bishop Emeritus Virgil Moyer and Pastor Lou Smith.

I am also reading Martin Luther’s commentary on this epistle as well.

In his “Preface to the Epistle of St. Paul to the Romans” Luther writes:


“This epistle is really the chief part of the New Testament, and is truly the purest gospel. It is worthy not only that every Christian should know it word for word, by heart, but also that he/she should occupy himself/herself with it every day, as the daily bread of the soul. We can never read it or ponder over it too much; for the more we deal with it, the more precious it becomes and the better it tastes.”

If you know of others who might enjoy a study coming to them at home or the office, just get them to contact Debbie Worley at worley@roanoke.edu.


TEXT FOR TODAY: ROMANS 16:1-16


(Romans 16) I commend to you our sister Phoebe, a deacon of the church at Cenchreae, 2 so that you may welcome her in the Lord as is fitting for the saints, and help her in whatever she may require from you, for she has been a benefactor of many and of myself as well. 3 Greet Prisca and Aquila, who work with me in Christ Jesus, 4 and who risked their necks for my life, to whom not only I give thanks, but also all the churches of the Gentiles. 5 Greet also the church in their house. Greet my beloved Epaenetus, who was the first convert in Asia for Christ. 6 Greet Mary, who has worked very hard among you. 7 Greet Andronicus and Junia, my relatives who were in prison with me; they are prominent among the apostles, and they were in Christ before I was. 8 Greet Ampliatus, my beloved in the Lord. 9 Greet Urbanus, our co-worker in Christ, and my beloved Stachys. 10 Greet Apelles, who is approved in Christ. Greet those who belong to the family of Aristobulus. 11 Greet my relative Herodion. Greet those in the Lord who belong to the family of Narcissus. 12 Greet those workers in the Lord, Tryphaena and Tryphosa. Greet the beloved Persis, who has worked hard in the Lord. 13 Greet Rufus, chosen in the Lord; and greet his mother--a mother to me also. 14 Greet Asyncritus, Phlegon, Hermes, Patrobas, Hermas, and the brothers and sisters who are with them. 15 Greet Philologus, Julia, Nereus and his sister, and Olympas, and all the saints who are with them. 16 Greet one another with a holy kiss. All the churches of Christ greet you.

PRAYER FOR TODAY: Lord Jesus, you have provided us with all good things! You have given to us the hope, joy, love, faith, forgiveness, grace, and peace 
that alone comes from the relationship we have with you through your incarnation, 
crucifixion, resurrection, and ascension by the working of your Holy Spirit. 
And you have given to us the rich treasure of faith through the community of 
the Church, a rich alphabet of names of loving ones who have taught us the 
faith, shared with us the joy of your life, proclaimed to us the reality of your 
resurrected life, and invited and encouraged us into the community of your 
body. Send me as such an ambassador to my family and colleagues and neighbors this day. May I be such an ambassador of your gospel that others will desire to 
name me as one who has been a partner in the faith with them. Hear my prayer 
this day for _______________________. Amen.

(For those who have the time and desire to read on J)

(Dr. Moyer provides an excellent summary filled with insight and information: 
"Paul closes Romans with a series of personal greetings. The scholar 
Brunner called Romans 16 "One of the most instructive chapters of the New 
Testament" because it encourages personal relationships of love in the church. Many commentators believe Phoebe, commended to his Roman readers by Paul, was likely entrusted to be the bearer of this letter to Rome. We learn here that there was a feminine diaconate in the early church to add to the offices of bishop 
and deacon. Cenchreae, where Phoebe served, was the eastern port of Corinth 
at the head of the Saronic Gulf.

Paul asks the folks at Rome to receive Phoebe, welcome her and give her any 
help she may need. He adds as a basis for his request for hospitality that she 
has been "a benefactor of many and of myself as well." Chrysostom comments 
about Paul's reference to Phoebe, "See how many ways he takes to give her 
dignity. First, he calls her our sister and it is no slight thing to be called 
the sister of Paul. Secondly, he acknowledges her as a servant of the church. 
Thirdly, she has been a great help to many people." So Brunner was right in 
his evaluation of Romans 16, from its opening verses.

Paul Achtemeier calls attention to a lack of agreement among scholars about 
"the original destination of Chapter 16 ... Those who question the original 
joining of chapter 16 to the first fifteen chapters of Romans point for evidence 
to the names mentioned in the chapter to whom Paul wants to send greetings. 
There are twenty-six individuals in all, far more than Paul greets in any other 
letter. It is unlikely, so the argument runs, that Paul couldn't have known 
that many people in a church he had never visited." You can add to this the 
fact that one of the early manuscripts of Romans omits the 16th chapter 
altogether. All of this is just to point out that scholars do have some questions 
about the place of chapter 16 in the letter to the Romans.

So Paul sends greetings to 26 different individuals and he includes a 
personal reference in most cases. As you reflect on the names and conditions of the 
persons greeted, you become impressed with the diversity and unity of the 
Roman Christians. They were diverse in race, rank and gender. Both Jews and 
Gentiles were members of the congregation. The names of some were common names of slaves. Many were freed people and others had links with persons of 
distinction. Nine out of the 26 were women. The prominent place that women played in Paul's list shows that he was not the terrible male chauvinist that he is 
often pictured to be. In the midst of this wide diversity of members Paul 
greets, our attention naturally goes back to his admonitions in chapters 14 and 15, 
especially his words, "Welcome one another just as Christ has welcomed you" or 
"so that together you may with one voice glorify the God and Father of our 
Lord Jesus Christ." 

Paul encourages them to "Greet one another with a holy kiss" -- whatever that 
may have meant! He also sends greetings from "all the churches of Christ" -- 
whatever that might have meant!"

I also like the argument that the sixteenth chapter may show that Paul truly 
is writing this letter to them because he does his best to name everybody in 
the church that he could possibly know as a way of showing his knowledge and 
love for them already!! When we gather together meeting people, one of the 
things we do right away is establish ourselves by our associations. 

"Oh, you went to Lenoir Rhyne? Well do you know……..I was in school with him 
and …."

When we began to travel to Papua New Guinea we included in our letters of 
introduction references to people we knew as a way of establishing a foundation 
through relationships.

Now as an English speaking person I like the fact that there are 26 names of 
Christians, like a Christian alphabet! The best way to write community in 
Christ is with 26 names!

The best way I write the community of Christ I have in this world is by 
writing and thinking of names that I know and love in the community of Christ!

My way of speaking the faith has come through the faith and writing of so 
many faithful people that I know by name and who come to mind even as I share the faith of Christ with others.

Chapter 16 of Romans is every Sunday morning for us in our congregations! How 
we should indeed 'greet', 'give thanks for', 'welcome', and offer a 'holy 
kiss' all the while giving thanks to God for the sheer grace of having Christian 
community!

Chapter 16 is almost every congregation of the ELCA because our congregations 
are filled with Christians who have moved into this congregation from other 
congregations throughout the commonwealth of Virginia, the nation, and from the 
world (especially where there are military personnel!) They have all been 
partners, friends, supporters, co-workers, and associates in faith with thousands 
and thousands of other Christians who might use them as their means of 
connecting with me and you!

What a gift the Church is for us and for our lives and for our relationships 
and for our growth in faith!

What 26 names would you greet in thanksgiving to God this day?….You might 
drop one or two of them a note of appreciation for their walk of faith with you.)


