GOOD MORNING!!  Welcome to this reading through of the epistle to the Romans!!  I am reading through this letter of Paul’s with Bishop Emeritus Virgil Moyer and Pastor Lou Smith.

I am also reading Martin Luther’s commentary on this epistle as well.

In his “Preface to the Epistle of St. Paul to the Romans” Luther writes:


“This epistle is really the chief part of the New Testament, and is truly the purest gospel. It is worthy not only that every Christian should know it word for word, by heart, but also that he/she should occupy himself/herself with it every day, as the daily bread of the soul. We can never read it or ponder over it too much; for the more we deal with it, the more precious it becomes and the better it tastes.”

If you know of others who might enjoy a study coming to them at home or the office, just get them to contact Debbie Worley at worley@roanoke.edu.


(TEXT FOR TODAY: ROMANS 16:17-20)

(ROMANS 16) 17 I urge you, brothers and sisters, to keep an eye on those who cause dissensions and offenses, in opposition to the teaching that you have learned; avoid them. 18 For such people do not serve our Lord Christ, but their own appetites, and by smooth talk and flattery they deceive the hearts of the simple-minded. 19 For while your obedience is known to all, so that I rejoice over you, I want you to be wise in what is good and guileless in what is evil. 20 The God of peace will shortly crush Satan under your feet. The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you.

PRAYER FOR TODAY Lord Jesus, you have given to me the gracious gift of 
fellow Christians who believe. I can name so many who have spoken of your love, 
sacrifice, rescue of me. Thank you for the gift of each of them for my faith and 
my life. Send me as your ambassador to be such a one to others. Come Holy 
Spirit into my life and mouth that I may not divide your community but build it 
up. Give to me the words to speak to my family, my colleagues, my neighbors this 
day. Enable me to be your ambassador in my actions as well as my words. Hear 
my prayers this day for ______________. Amen.

(For those who have the time and desire to read on J)

17 "I urge you, brothers and sisters, to keep an eye on those who cause 
dissensions and offenses, in opposition to the teaching that you have learned; 
avoid them."

("I urge/ I exhort/I challenge you, brothers and sisters, be careful/pay 
careful attention to/keep an eye on those who make dissensions/divisions among 
you, who cause others to sin/who cause others to stumble/who are an offense to 
others in opposition to the teaching you were discipled/that you have learned; 
turn away/turn aside/avoid them."

After naming 26 friends in the faith, the alphabet soup of Christians within 
the community, he suddenly writes these verses of concern once again for the 
unity and harmony of the community.

When my daughter is heading out, I suddenly begin with, "Be careful out 
there! Drive safely! Check your gas! Call me when you get there! Don't pick up any strangers!"

I speak more out of my concern and love for my daughter than her need for 
those reminders. Maybe that is true for the church, but the apostle has great 
concern and love for the Church of Christ. He has concern in what division and 
offense can do the church that our Lord loves.

18 "For such people do not serve our Lord Christ, but their own appetites, 
and by smooth talk and flattery they deceive the hearts of the simple-minded."

("For these do not serve/are not slaves to our Lord Christ BUT their own 
bellies/appetites, and by kind/loving words and blessing words they deceive the 
hearts of the innocent/unsuspecting."

In the guise of kind, loving persons they pull people away from the gospel 
toward something more to their own personal taste.

The words uses for 'kind/loving words' is 'crystalogia'. The word 'crysta' 
means 'kind, loving'. The other word is 'eulogia' which is often used for 
'blessing'. Yet these words are not used for the good but for leading the innocent 
away and dividing the church because of personal agendas or the need for 
personal gain or personal needs to be justified.

We are to be those sent by Christ with his message and not those who seek 
their own agendas.

I need to be careful that I am not leading others astray as well confusing my 
appetites with the desires of my Lord for his world.)

19 "For while your obedience is known to all, so that I rejoice over you, I 
want you to be wise in what is good and guileless in what is evil."

("For your obedience is known to all. For you then I rejoice. And I 
desire/wish/will that you be wise in what is good, and innocent/pure/guileless in what is evil."

This is Paul's verse that comes close to Matthew's "Wise as serpents, 
innocent as doves."

Notice that Paul seems to say it opposite of how I would have thought to put 
it. I would have thought, "I want you to be wise in what is evil and pure in 
what is good." Rather it is wise in what is good and pure from what is evil. 
Wisdom comes in knowing/discerning what is truly good and in being pure from 
evil.)


Dr. Moyer writes, "The abruptness of the sudden warning thrown in at this 
point is surprising. He introduces his exhortation with a phrase he has used 
before, "I urge you, brothers and sisters," -- "I appeal to you, brothers and 
sisters" (12:1) -- and he sets forth a threefold appeal: First, "keep an eye on those who cause dissentions and offenses," Second, "avoid them," and third, "I want you to be wise in what is good and guileless in what is evil." Or put in three words, 
Vigilance, Separation, Discernment. 



