GOOD MORNING!!  Welcome to this reading through of the epistle to the Romans!!  I am reading through this letter of Paul’s with Bishop Emeritus Virgil Moyer and Pastor Lou Smith.

I am also reading Martin Luther’s commentary on this epistle as well.

In his “Preface to the Epistle of St. Paul to the Romans” Luther writes:


“This epistle is really the chief part of the New Testament, and is truly the purest gospel. It is worthy not only that every Christian should know it word for word, by heart, but also that he/she should occupy himself/herself with it every day, as the daily bread of the soul. We can never read it or ponder over it too much; for the more we deal with it, the more precious it becomes and the better it tastes.”

If you know of others who might enjoy a study coming to them at home or the office, just get them to contact Debbie Worley at worley@roanoke.edu.


(TEXT FOR TODAY: ROMANS 16:20)

(ROMANS 16) 20 The God of peace will shortly crush Satan under your feet. The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you.

PRAYER FOR TODAY Lord Jesus, today I thank you for St. Paul and for the 
power of this letter to the Romans. I pray that the peace of God will shortly make 
all things right. I give thanks for the gift of your grace seen in manger, 
cross, resurrection, ascension, and final coming. Help me to walk in faith this 
day. Send me as your ambassador to walk among my family, friends, colleagues, 
neighbors, and strangers ready and open to speak to them about your Lordship, 
about the difference your life means for life in this world and in all time to 
come. Hear my prayers this day for ___________________. Amen.

(For those who have the time and desire to read on J)

20 "The God of peace will shortly crush Satan under your feet. The grace of 
our Lord Jesus Christ be with you."

(The God of peace and the grace of Jesus Christ are placed together three 
times. In the beginning of the letter, the greeting, "Grace to you and peace from 
God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ." Here at the end, and right in the 
middle of the theological section, chapter 5 where we hear of the God of peace 
and the grace that is in Christ Jesus. We have peace with God who has made 
peace through Christ and has brought us into grace through Jesus Christ.

In this verse the peace of God isn't stillness, calm, and absence of 
activity, but it is God's activity in bringing shalom by destroying that which opposes wholeness, joy, salvation, fullness, and peace.

We have used 'peace' and 'grace' so often that we read through this verse as 
another quick way for Paul to make something sound nice. As if Paul mutters to 
himself, "Hmm, what would be a nice closing here….something nice……oh yeah, 
the God of peace and the grace of Jesus be with you all!….Yeah, that will do, 
then just sign my name."

Maybe we have more than that here. We have the reign of God overcoming the 
powers of this world. Notice that it is "under your feet." It is happening right 
under your feet. You are included in it….both ways! For you, Satan will be 
crushed AND you are to be involved in that crushing activity! Think of that 
expression spoken by an apostle who has walked across the Roman Empire 
proclaiming the gospel and turning the world upside down as we walks and proclaims the good news of Jesus Christ. This is the one who in chapter 10 said, "How beautiful are the feet of those who bring good news!" We may see Satan crushed under our very feet as we go and proclaim the good news of Jesus Christ to others.

And in that going out to proclaim, walking with the word, may the grace of 
Jesus Christ be with you!

Perhaps this is meant to be an 'ambassador' verse! Maybe it is meant to be 
spoken to us this very day! In the midst of our family, our workplace, our 
decisions, our meeting with a friend, a chance meeting of some sort, in our walking 
together, we may be led, moved, nudged, encouraged to share the good news of 
Jesus to another.

You or I don't have any idea what 'demons' others may be carrying, living 
under, fearing who may be waiting for a word of freedom and hope and love, the 
grace of Jesus Christ for their lives. In our walking with others, under our 
very feet, as we speak the gospel of Jesus to another, we may see Satan crushed 
underfoot.

For your day, this day, "May the God of peace crush Satan under your feet. 
And may the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all."

Dr. Moyer writes, "Paul follows this with a flourish -- his slogan of 
victorious hope : "The God of peace will shortly crush Satan under your feet. The 
grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you." Paul shares his belief in the 
final triumph of good over evil.") 



