GOOD MORNING!!  Welcome to this reading through of the epistle to the Romans!!  I am reading through this letter of Paul’s with Bishop Emeritus Virgil Moyer and Pastor Lou Smith.

I am also reading Martin Luther’s commentary on this epistle as well.

In his “Preface to the Epistle of St. Paul to the Romans” Luther writes:


“This epistle is really the chief part of the New Testament, and is truly the purest gospel. It is worthy not only that every Christian should know it word for word, by heart, but also that he/she should occupy himself/herself with it every day, as the daily bread of the soul. We can never read it or ponder over it too much; for the more we deal with it, the more precious it becomes and the better it tastes.”

If you know of others who might enjoy a study coming to them at home or the office, just get them to contact Debbie Worley at worley@roanoke.edu.

This will end our Study of the book of Romans.  We will begin a new study on Tuesday, September 2, 2003.

(TEXT FOR TODAY: ROMANS 16:24-27)

(ROMANS 16 ) 24 25 Now to God who is able to strengthen you according to my gospel and the proclamation of Jesus Christ, according to the revelation of the mystery that was kept secret for long ages 26 but is now disclosed, and through the prophetic writings is made known to all the Gentiles, according to the command of the eternal God, to bring about the obedience of faith-- 27 to the only wise God, through Jesus Christ, to whom be the glory forever! Amen. 



PRAYER FOR TODAY: To you, Lord Jesus, to you who came to rescue me and the world, who came to endure manger, cross, and grace, who came to overcome sin, evil, and death, who came to exchange your eternal life, righteousness, peace, 
hope, joy, and love for my mortality, rebellion, sin, despair, sorrow, and 
fear, to you be the glory now and forever! As the Father sent you, send me. Let 
me not only be your disciple at your feet, but empower me to be your ambassador 
to your world-my family, my workplace, my community, and to the stranger I 
meet. I thank you for the power of your gospel and for the community of your 
believers, for the faith of the centuries past and for the eternity to come all 
in your dynamic fountain of life. To you be praise forever! Amen.

(For those who have the time and desire to read on J)

We come to the final doxology! How it reminds us of Paul's beginning to this 
letter! Re-read Romans 1:1-6 and Romans 1:16-17 and you will see "gospel" as 
central, the proclamation to the nations, the power of God through the gospel, 
the obedience of faith, and how it is all accomplished by God through the 
life, death, and resurrection of our Lord Jesus!

All the glory and praise is finally to be given to God! Not only at the 
conclusion of this letter but at the conclusion of all time, all shall rest in the 
hands of this God whose love is described in the 'gospel concerning his Son, 
who was descended from David according to the flesh and was declared to be Son 
of God with power according to the spirit of holiness by resurrection from the 
dead, Jesus Christ our Lord, through whom we have received grace and 
apostleship to bring about the obedience of faith among all the Gentiles for the sake of his name,, including yourselves who are called to belong to Jesus Christ." 
(Romans 1:3-6)

We have been brought from being enemies of God (chapter 5), those who fall 
short of the glory of God (chapter 2) through the righteousness of God in Jesus 
Christ (chapter 3) to faith and peace and reconciliation (chapter 4-8) so 
that we might be convinced that nothing shall separate us from the love of God in 
Christ Jesus (chapter 8). So that now we should live in obedience transformed 
by the gospel (chapter 12) seeking to maintain the unity of the faith with 
one another (chapter 12; chapter 14-15) sent to proclaim the gospel to the 
nations (chapter 1 & 16), the beginning and the ending.

Ambassadors of the gospel sent with the power of the gospel. "For I am not 
ashamed of the gospel; it is the power of God for salvation to everyone (my 
child, my colleague, my neighbor) who has faith, to the Jew and also to the Greek. 
For in nit the righteousness of God is revealed through faith for faith; as 
it is written, 'The one who is righteous will live by faith.'" (Romans 1:16-17) 
And the one who knows the joy of this gospel will soon find themselves 
sharing the gospel to those they love and care about in a world where sin, evil, and 
death still abound.


I have been blessed with the company and faith-filled words and insights of 
Dr. Virgil Moyer, one of our bishop emeriti of the synod and Dr. Lou Smith, a 
very learned professor of scripture and Lutheran Confessions. I am most 
grateful for what I have learned from them and have sought to share with all of you.

I have so grateful for your journeying with me through this wonderful letter 
as well, and I pray that it has been as much a blessing for you as it has been 
for me.

Dr. Moyer writes as his final words:

Paul's final doxology in Romans is an eloquent and suitable conclusion to his 
letter. In it he reintroduces the central themes of the letter, as follows:
First, he writes of the power of God -- "Now to God who is able to 
strengthen you." Second, he writes of the gospel of Christ -- "strengthen you according to my gospel and the proclamation of Jesus Christ, according to the revelation of the mystery that was kept secret for long ages but is now disclosed."
Third, he writes of the evangelization of the nations -- "through the 
prophetic writings is made known to all the Gentiles, according to the command 
of the eternal God, to bring about the obedience of faith." 

James Dunn concludes: "All we can say is that the doxology has summarized 
well some of the basic concerns of the letter. All begins and ends with God. 
His power alone is sufficient to sustain those who rely on him in faith. The 
gospel, which made this clear and with which Paul was entrusted, focused on 
Jesus Christ and contained the revelation of the mystery of the divine purpose 
for the salvation of humankind. That purpose was in full continuity with God's 
earlier revelation through prophet and scripture. But what had now been made 
clear, as God had always intended it should, was that God's saving purpose 
reached out to all nations and that it was entered in through faith -- a faith 
which was not different from nor opposed to the obedience that God had always 
looked for in his people, but which in fact came to expression in the dependent 
submissiveness of the creature to its Creator. It is to this God, the one God, 
the God who is the source and measure of all real wisdom, now most fully 
understood and approached through Jesus Christ, that all the glory of the ages 
belongs. Amen and Amen."

That's the best summary I could find. 

In conclusion, go back to the initial comments about Romans, from numerous 
sources, "Romans may be the important letter you will ever read!" No possible 
argument against that statement!

So I return my Commentaries on Romans to the book shelves and thank you, 
Bishop, for the privilege of reading and studying with you since August, 2002 (Has 
it really been that long ago?). It has been a delightful and joyous trip to 
discover the "ins and outs", the hidden meanings and the evident truths that 
are to be found on these pages of the New Testament. 

