
Virginia

Jim Mauney, bishop of the Virginia Synod, gets 
excited about hummingbirds in the backyard of 
his Roanoke County home. And one of his favorite 

diversions is to sing to his granddaughter, Charlotte 
Ruth, as he pushes her stroller along the streets of 
Birmingham, Ala. “Charley,” as he calls her, was born 
Feb. 24, 2010—on the same day as her grandmother, 
Lynda Rhyne Mauney.

The bishop, known far and wide as a committed 
pastor to pastors, a respected Lutheran leader, student 
of Scripture and a happy optimist, also is very much a 
family man. He is devoted to his wife, Lynda, a retired 
math teacher; Charley and her parents, “Mem” and 
Jason Zolak, both doctors; his father, Marshall Mauney, 
a retired pastor now living at Brandon Oaks in Roa-
noke, Va.; two sisters, Ginny Marshall Fox and Carol 
May Robinson; and a brother, Robert Mauney. 

James Foltz Mauney, 59, was named for his grand-
father, a Shenandoah merchant. He was born in Lynchburg, Va., where 
his father was serving Holy Trinity Lutheran. He grew up in Lynchburg; 
West Columbia, S.C.; and Norfolk, Va.

He graduated from Lenoir-Rhyne College, Hickory, N.C., and from 
Lutheran Theological Southern Seminary in Columbia, S.C. He earned 
two master’s degrees in sacred theology for the Old and New Testa-
ments from Southern and Trinity Lutheran Seminary, Columbus, Ohio. 
Roanoke and Lenoir-Rhyne awarded him doctor of divinity degrees.

Mauney served a congregation in San Diego and Christ Lutheran, 
Richmond, Va., before he was called as an assistant to Bishop Richard 
Bansemer in 1988. He was elected bishop in 1999.

The bishop continues a family legacy started more than a century 
ago when his grandfather, John D. Mauney, served eight congregations 
in North and South Carolina and Georgia. A son, John D. Mauney Jr., 
was a North Carolina clergyman. Another son, J. Luther Mauney, was 
president of the Virginia Synod for 28 years before his retirement in 
1976. Marshall Mauney, the bishop’s father, was president of Lutheran 
World Ministries, a preacher on the national radio Protestant Hour and 
chaplain at a national assembly. Luther Mauney Jr., a cousin and retired 
pastor, was chaplain of the Medical College of Virginia, Richmond.

Our busy bishop travels widely in his job, driving close to 40,000 
miles a year across the synod. He hasn’t fallen asleep on the road yet 
and can “name every exit on Interstate 81.” And he’s missed only one 
service because of a wreck on the highway. During his travels, Mauney 
tries memorizing Greek and Hebrew words, the current gospel lesson 
and other books of the Bible. He tries to come home from meetings at 
night unless the distance is too great.

For 10 years, Mauney has written a twice weekly Bible study, distrib-
uted by email for a wide constituency of pastors and laypeople across 

Bishop Jim Mauney is a family man

the synod. Last year he looked at how New 
Testament writers used the Old Testament 
to lift up who Jesus was.

Mauney has effectively tied the theme 
of “Ambassadors for Christ” into almost 
every phase of synod activity. “Very team-
oriented,” he’s pleased with the work of the 
synod staff, which is virtually unchanged 
in his 12 years as bishop. He said he was 
shaped by former bishops V.A. “Buck” 
Moyer and Richard Bansemer, “both much 
smarter than I.”

Lynda Mauney said “it’s a joy” to be 
the bishop’s wife. She supports a Roa-
noke shelter for women who are victims 
of domestic violence and the Salem Food 
Pantry. She also works part time in math 
remediation at two schools.

For recreation, the bishop plays an occa-
sional round of golf. He grew up in a tennis 
family and has played basketball, softball 
and racquetball. When there is time and 
he isn’t watching hummingbirds, Lynda 
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 In a family portrait are Bishop Jim and Lynda 
Mauney (right); Dr. Howard S. Rhyne, Lynda’s 
father (center), and Drs. Jason and Margaret 
“Mem” Zolak, and daughter, Charlotte Ruth.

Continued on page C
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The names of seven congregations 
in the Virginia Synod are etched on 

stones in the walkway leading to the 
entrance of the Old Church at Augus-
tus Lutheran Church in Trappe, Pa. 
This congregation was served by 
the patriarch of Lutherans in North 
America, Henry Melchior Muhlen-
berg, beginning in 1742.

Virginia’s stones are part of the 
125 that represent the congregations 
influenced by the ministry of the 
Muhlenberg family.

The Muhlenberg legacy congrega-
tions in the Virginia Synod include: 
Grace, Winchester; Emanuel, Wood-
stock; Rader’s, Timberville; St. 
Paul’s, Strasburg; St. Mary, Mount 
Jackson; Hebron, Madison; and 
Muhlenberg, Harrisonburg.

Here in Virginia we remember 
John Peter Muhlenberg, son of 
Henry and Anna. Peter was called 
to two congregations in Woodstock: 
Emanuel Lutheran and Emmanuel 
Anglican.

Recently Herb Michel, who served 
as pastor of Augustus for 25 years, 
joined me in a visit to Woodstock. We 
saw the historic bust and statue on 
the town square. The statue portrays 
Peter Muhlenberg in his legendary 
sermon as he opened his clerical garb 
to reveal the military uniform of the 
militia. He gave a call to arms and 
300 men enlisted in the militia to 
fight for the cause of liberty.

Members of the archive com-
mittees from Emanuel Lutheran 
and Emmanuel Episcopal churches 
graciously hosted us and showed us 
some of their fine artifacts from the 
Muhlenberg time. 

We saw a picture from 1910 of the 

Virginia has 7 Muhlenberg legacy congregations
By Jim Kniseley

pastor of Emanuel Lutheran wearing 
Peter Muhlenberg’s historic robe. 
He donned it for the picture and soon 
after it was donated to the Lutheran 
Theological Seminary at Philadel-
phia. One of the opportunities for this 
historic year is to restore this robe. Its 
condition is fragile and the restora-
tion will cost about $20,000. 

Michel and I also visited Hebron 
Lutheran Church in Madison. I was 
most interested to hear the exchange 
between archivist Judy Ann Fray and 
Michel.

Hebron and Augustus can both 
claim to have the oldest Lutheran 
buildings in North America. Fray 
and Michel agreed that Hebron was 
constructed first (1740) but has been 
altered through the years. Augus-
tus was constructed in 1743 and 
is essentially unchanged. Hebron 
worships every Sunday. Augustus, 
which has another sanctuary that was 
constructed in the 19th century, wor-
ships only in the summers in the old 
church.

A celebration to honor the legacy 
of the Muhlenberg family is being 
planned for Winchester in August 
2012. 

A celebration of the 300th anni-
versary of the birthday of Henry 
Melchior Muhlenberg was held in 
Philadelphia on Sept. 6. M

Kniseley, an ELCA pastor, serves on the 
Muhlenberg 300 Committee, representing the 
Virginia Synod. He was a history major at the 

University of California in Los Angeles and 
spent a sabbatical in 2005 reading the journals 

of Henry Melchior Muhlenberg and visiting 
many of the legacy congregations. For more 

information, you may reach him at txbe2godx2@
comcast.net.

Peter Muhlenberg’s statue stands in 
the town square of Woodstock.
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Muslim India and the God of love

Earlier this summer, through a gen-
erous grant from Roanoke College, 

Salem, Va., I had a unique opportu-
nity to travel again to India. It was a 
trip to set up an upcoming May term 
for a group of my students, but it was 
also an extended stay to help further 
my research into healing rituals at 
tombs of Islamic Sufi saints.

I flew to South Asia eager to see 
old friends again and to spend time 
in a setting that is far removed from 
debates about terror and international 
politics.

Muslims, who practice their peace-
ful, mystical version of Islam in Sufi 
tombs all over the world, hold fast to 
the idea that God, the God of Abra-
ham, is nothing less than love itself. 
Quranic notions of God as al-wadud 
(“the all-loving”) in Surah 85:14 echo 
biblical cries of Hosea, who declared 
of God: “I will heal their disloyalty; I 
will love them freely” (14:4) and the 
author of 1 John 4:8 who entreated: 
“Whoever does not love does not 

By Eric Rothgery

know God, for God is love.” 
This became dramatically played 

out before my eyes as I made a trip 
to Ajmer, Rajasthan. This city is the 
home of one of the most important 
and famous Sufi tombs in the world. 
At the base of a hill at the edge of 
the city lies the tomb of Moinuddin 
Chishty (1141-1230), a Sufi saint 
renowned for his pacifism and toler-
ance. Inspired by Allah as “the all-
loving,” he taught his followers to 
live “with love toward all and malice 
toward none.” 

This year marks the 799th anniver-
sary (by the Islamic lunar calendar) 
of the death of this remarkable mystic 
and saint. I was fortunate enough to 
attend the weeklong celebration of 
this saint’s passage into the divine 
royal court with his death in 1230. 
While there I was doubly fortunate to 
have met and spent several days with 
this saint’s main heir. Syed Salman 
Chishty is a young charismatic man 
in his 30s who tries in all aspects of 

Eric Rothgery (right) with his Islamic Sufi friend, Syed Salman Chishty, in India.

his life to live with “love toward all 
and malice toward none.”

This lesson was tested Oct. 11, 
2007, when a bomb was detonated 
mere feet from the main tomb. A 
cell of Hindu nationalists have been 
indicted for the bombing, in which 
three died and 28 were injured. Syed 
Salman Chishty’s response has 
been nothing short of graceful. He 
has never once advocated reprisals, 
hatred or acts of revenge. Instead, he 
responded by founding an arts foun-
dation—the Chishty Foundation—as 
a vision dedicated to showing Islam 
as a religion of love and beauty 
(www.chistyfoundation.org).

 The beautiful Sufi art I saw there 
(calligraphy, paintings, poetry, pho-
tography) and the devotional music 
I heard reveal another side of Islam 
beyond politics and debates over ter-
rorism. We may well share more with 
our Muslim neighbors than we know. 
We live as fellow pilgrims traveling 
toward a God of love.  M

Rothgery is assistant professor of religion at 
Roanoke College, Salem, Va.

Mauney reports that he “loves to 
piddle in the garden”—working with 
flowers and vegetables.

Mauney grew up in a musical 
family, following the talents of his 
mother, Ginny. The four siblings 
studied music and sang together. The 
bishop even once played banjo with 
the Clergy Mountain Band. 

Sue Dugas, his secretary for 17 
years, said the bishop is “a wonder-
ful cheerleader and inspiration” for 
the staff and “the most positive and 
upbeat person I have ever met … the 
benchmark of integrity. … He can 
always find the good in any person or 
situation. He sees Christ’s presence 
in everyone.” M

Continued from page A
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Aaron Garber, once an Augusta 
County dairy farmer, began 

composing music when he attended 
Bridgewater [Va.] College more than 
15 years ago. “I started writing down 
music in college, but I was always 
writing in my head, making up 
music,” he said.

Garber conducts the Chorus of 
the Blue Ridge in Salem, Va., and the 
Jefferson Choral Society in Lynch-
burg, Va. He also has completed 11 
highly successful years as director of 
music at College Lutheran Church in 
Salem. He has many compositions, 
several world premieres of his major 
works and a list of honors on his 
record.

He credits his musical genes to 
his parents—his mother played the 
piano and his father sang and played 
a saxophone. Garber, who grew up 
in the Church of the Brethren, took 
piano lessons as a child, saying, “It 
was so easy for me.”

Garber developed a love for music 
that continues to grow as he grows 

older—he’s 38. Now he plays the 
organ, piano and French horn and is 
a tenor soloist—all this in addition 
to his major work of composing and 
conducting. 

When he was working on a mas-
ter’s in choral conducting at the 
University of Tennessee, Knoxville, 
he met his future wife, Melia, from 
Romania. She’s an accomplished 
organist and pianist for his choral 
concerts and at Virginia Heights Bap-
tist Church in Roanoke.

The couple have a son, Matthew, 
9, who plays the cello, and a daugh-
ter, Julia, 7, who sings. “They’ll do 
music as a vocation or avocation,” he 
predicted.

Garber also has a twin brother, 
Ryan, who earned a doctorate in 
composition and now leads the music 
program at an Episcopal church and 
teaches music at Walters State Com-
munity College in Morristown, Tenn. 

Much of Garber’s composition 
is done at his home in Botetourt 
County. He works quickly (he once 

Garber hears music in his head

composed a choral work while on a 
bus trip to Canada) with keyboard 
and computer. As he works, Garber 
tries to get familiar with a text. “I 
hear music in my head,” he said. “I 
trust my ears. I don’t change what I 
write. I trust what I hear, the sound 
that I want.” The text dictates the 
music, whether it’s for a choir, piano 
or full orchestra.

He said he left College Lutheran, 
“a wonderful church,” in early 
August after “11 great years. I feel 
it’s time to move on. … I may wind 
up at another church.” He certainly 
will be composing and he may lead 
tours, as he has previously done. 

Garber is respected in regional 
musical circles. Philip Bouknight, a 
pastor of Trinity Ecumenical Parish, 
Moneta, Va., a baritone and former 
opera singer, said Garber is “an excep-
tionally talented musician whose faith 
permeates his work in such a way that 
one does not simply listen to his com-
positions, they experience them. In 
experiencing, they are moved to con-
template God’s work in their lives.”

 Garber’s most recently acclaimed 
work was A Symphony of Psalms, 
presented in April by the Salem (now 
Blue Ridge) Choral Society at the 
Jefferson Center in Roanoke. He com-
posed settings for a dozen psalms.

His baton has led world premieres 
of his major works, Magnificat, 
Jesus, Son of our Father, Job, Mass 
for Peace and Mary, the Mother 
of Jesus, all scored for full orches-
tra, chorus and soloists. He won a 
national student composition contest 
in 2001, composed a theme song for 
Rotary International and a commis-
sioned choral work on three Emily 
Dickinson poems for a Winchester 
chorus. May 6, 2007, was Aaron Gar-
ber Day in Salem.  M 

Aaron Garber composes on his keyboard and computer. May 6, 2007, was Aaron 
Garber Day in Salem, Va.
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