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JUNE 2016 

 

 

Almighty God, we give thanks for the ministry of Bishop James Mauney.  May he know your 

presence with him in these days ahead.  As we in the VA Synod look toward electing a new 

bishop, guide our hearts and minds.  You have given us each a variety of gifts, and we pray for 

honest discernment for those who are blessed with the gifts to serve as bishop.   Open our 

hearts to receive your faithful servant who will care for your people, draw us closer to you, and 

equip us for faithful service in your name, through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

  



JULY 2016 

 

Heavenly Father, we ask you to help us understand and clarify where the Virginia Synod has 

been and where we are going.  We ask the who, what, when, where, and why.   

Everyone who does evil hates the light, and will not come into the light for fear that his deeds 

will be exposed.  But whoever lives by the truth comes into the light, so that it may be seen 

plainly that what he has done has been done through God. (John 3:19-21) 

Help us to distinguish between good and bad, God serving, and self-serving, helpful and hurtful, 

sacred and selfish. 

Help us with discernment for a bishop who will follow the call of the Virginia Synod to be used 

in Your Kingdom. 

God tells Solomon that his prayer will be granted.  May we have a wise and discerning heart like 

you gave Solomon. 

Help us to test the spirits to see that they are from God.  We pray for strength and guidance to 

know what action we need to take! 

We pray for this in the name of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ. 

Amen  



AUGUST 2016 

 

God Almighty, Father of our Lord Jesus Christ: Grant us, we pray, to be grounded and settled in 

your truth by the coming of the Holy Spirit into our hearts. That which we know not, reveal; 

that which is wanting in us, fill up; that which we know, confirm; and keep us blameless in your 

service; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

O God, through water and the Holy Spirit you give us new birth, cleanse us from sin and raise us 

to eternal life. Stir up in your people the gift of your Holy Spirit: the spirit of wisdom and 

understanding, the spirit of counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the Lord, 

the spirit of joy in your presence, both now and forever.  

 

  



 

 

SEPTEMBER 2016 

 

Most high and holy God, pour out upon us your one and unifying Spirit and awaken in every 

confession of the whole church a holy hunger and thirst for unity in you; through Jesus Christ, 

our Savior and Lord. 

  



OCTOBER 2016 

 

Almighty God, grant to your Church your Holy Spirit and the wisdom which comes down from 

heaven, that your word may not be bound but have free course and be preached to the joy and 

edifying of Christ's holy people, that in steadfast faith we may serve you and in the confession 

of your name abide by the end; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  Amen. 

  



NOVEMBER 2016 

 

Gracious Father, we pray for your holy catholic church. Fill it with all truth and peace. Where it 

is corrupt, purify it; where it is in error, direct it; where in anything it is amiss, reform it; where 

it is right, strengthen it; where it is in need, provide for it; where it is divided, reunite it; for the 

sake of Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord. Amen.  

  



DECEMBER 2016 

 

God of new beginnings, as we once again await the advent of your coming among us, we pause 

to give thanks for the Office of the Bishop serving among us and for our sake.  Consecrate these 

months to be a time of holy discernment as we watch, wait, and prepare for the new thing that 

you are doing, O Lord.  Stir up our hearts to perceive your direction as we elect a new bishop at 

our Virginia Synod Assembly in June.  Stir up the hearts and wills of all ordained ministers whom 

you would have to accept a nomination to serve as the bishop of our synod.  Protect us from 

any person or group who would seek prestige or political gain, so that we may elect a strong 

servant leader who follows the example of our Lord Jesus Christ, who humbled Himself and 

became flesh for our sake and the sake of the world.  Lord in your mercy, 

Hear our prayer. 

  



JANUARY 2017 

 

O Lord our God, you reveal your son Jesus to us in many ways. Reveal to us a new vision for our 

synod as we seek to do your will. Open our eyes to see the leaders you are raising up to help us 

grow in relationship with you. Guide us as we come together from the tidewater to the 

mountains, discussing our goal of living as your people. Keep us moving along your pathways 

for your name's sake, so that in all we do, and through who you call to serve you as bishop for 

the Virginia Synod, your glory is revealed to the nations.  

Lord in your Mercy... 

  



FEBRUARY 2017 

 

O God of Every Time and Place, we give you thanks that you have ordained a time and purpose 

for every matter under heaven.  As we in the Virginia Synod prepare to elect a new bishop in 

June 2017, we ask that you would lead us and guide us in all wisdom as we seek to understand 

the specific ministry needs of our Virginia Synod today, and the specific characteristics you 

would have us seek out in our next bishop.  Guide and direct our Synod Council, our Bishop 

Election Transition Team, and our Conference Meetings and Gathering in the coming months as 

we enter into this time of discernment.  Raise up voting members from our congregations, and 

prepare us for the movement of your Holy Spirit through the process of an ecclesiastical ballot 

at Synod Assembly.  We give thanks for the Office of the Bishop and ask you to empower and 

strengthen Bishop Mauney and the synod staff in this last year of his service.  Lord in your 

mercy, 

Hear our Prayer. 

  



MARCH 2017 

 

Gracious God, we pray for your Holy Spirit to lead us as we prepare to elect a new bishop for 

our VA Synod.  We pray that you would stir up your Holy Spirit in those who have the gifts to 

serve our VA Synod as Bishop. Grace us all with the gift of discernment throughout this process, 

that we might know and do your will, through Jesus Christ, our Lord.  Amen.   

  



APRIL 2017 

 

Lord of Life, we praise you for your Son Jesus Christ who rose from the grave in glory assuring 

us of life in you, and we pray that this new life will continue to grow in our synod. So that, like 

your apostles, we too may celebrate new visions of you, as you prepare us for new leadership.  

Help us recognize you when you speak to us, meet us on the roads across the synod, open our 

eyes over the meals we share, guide us as we seek to elect a new bishop and keep us mindful 

that you are always with us.  

Lord in your Mercy...  



MAY 2017 

 

Lord, we know that You love us and that You have great plans for the Virginia Synod. But 

sometimes we are overwhelmed by the thought of our future. Show us how to walk forward 

one day at a time. As we explore the various options as we choose a bishop, help us to listen 

openly, and to pay attention to what is in the depth of our own heart and our synod. In this 

way, may we hear Your call to a way of life which will allow us to love as only we can, and allow 

us to serve others with the special gifts You have given us. 

We pray for this in the name of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ.     

Amen. 

 

 


