Nurturing Faith…
Every Day in Every Way

Gospel Acclamation: Alleluia. We have an advocate, Jesus Christ the
righteous; your sins are forgiven on account of his name. Alleluia

September 14, 2014
Fourteenth Sunday after Pentecost
Narrative Lectionary
Matthew 18:21-35
Genesis 12:1-9
Faith for the Journey. Object: A blindfold
When we do something for the very first time it can be a little bit scary. Do you
remember your very first day at school? Your mother probably went in with you to help
you find your room and meet your teacher. When you got on a bicycle for the first time,
someone probably walked along beside you and helped hold you up at the very
beginning. That gave you confidence and soon you were riding on your own. When you
went swimming for the first time, you didn't just go out and jump in the pool, did you? No,
there was someone with you to hold you up until you could swim on your own. It really
helps if we have someone we trust to be with us when we are about to do something we
have never done before.
Today, I brought a blindfold. What if I were to ask one of you to put on this blindfold
and find your way to the back of the room and bring a hymnal back to me? How do you
think you might feel? Would you be worried that you might bump into something and hurt
yourself? Would you be afraid that others might laugh at you when you went the wrong
direction? What if I said that I would go with you and hold your hand? You trust me, don't
you? I will be with you every step. How does that make you feel? Who would like to try
it? (Choose a child.) OK, Johnny, let's go.
What Johnny did this morning is similar to what Abram and Sarah experienced in
today's Bible lesson. God told Abram to leave everything behind and to move to a new
country. He didn't even tell him where this country was. He just said, "Go to the land that
I will show you." They didn't know where they were going or what they would find when
they got there. It was like they were wearing a blindfold, but they trusted God -- just like
Johnny trusted me -- and like we trust our parents to help us do new things. So, even
though they were a bit scared, they left everything and set out on the journey to the
place that God showed them. It took many years, but God was with them and he led
them to their new home.
How about you, do you ever take a journey into the unknown? Sure you do. Just
about every day we face things which we have never done before. They may be a bit
scary, but we know that God is with us, just as he was with Abram and Sarah. We just
have to trust him to lead the way.
Father, sometimes we are afraid to go where we have not gone before. Help us to
remember that you are with us wherever we go. Amen. -Used by permission, Sermons4kids

JOURNEY JAUNT: Teacher can lead children on a JOURNEY around the church or an area
that children are not familiar with as much as their usual area. This could be into another
section of the church or behind a baptistry, or in another hallway area or around the outside of
the church or even through an obstacle course that the teacher has set up. Discussion about
Abram and Sarah being willing to just leave everything and to FOLLOW wherever God led
them!
FAITH MOBILE: Give each child supplies to make a mobile, such as a stick or hanger to
hang the F-A-I-T-H letters from as children cut out the letters and color and decorate with
glitter and stickers, etc.
FEET TO FOLLOW: Children can trace their foot or shoes and cut out. Let children place
their cut out traced foot in a path along a designated area. Then children will play follow the
leader who will do other things with their hands or heads but as the children follow, they must
only step ON the feet pictures on the floor. Let several children be leaders to be followed and
encourage children to do many actions with their hands, heads or bodies for the others to
imitate without stepping off a "foot".
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