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Nurturing Faith… 
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Sixth Sunday of Easter  
Acts 17:22-31
Psalm 66:8-20 (8)  
I Peter 3:13-22
John 14:15-21
The Comforter. Object: A teddy bear 
This morning I brought my Teddy Bear. A lot of children have a Teddy Bear or some other stuffed toy that they like to hold close when they are afraid, sick, or upset. Some people may have a favorite blanket called a "security blanket" that they like to snuggle up to when they need some comfort. Have you ever had a favorite cuddly toy or a security blanket? Did it ever help you to feel better when you were afraid or when you were sick?

Some of you may be embarrassed to admit that you have a security blanket or that you ever had one. Well, there is no reason to be embarrassed. Did you know that studies have shown that more than half of all children become attached to a Teddy Bear, a favorite blanket, or some other object that helps to comfort them whenever they are afraid, sick, or upset? Even scientific studies have proven what kids have known for a long time a Teddy Bear or a security blanket can give great comfort -- especially at bedtime, when you are sick, or when you are separated from your parents.

Jesus understood that we all need help in times of trouble. When he was here on earth, he was a source of help and comfort to his disciples. When he was preparing to return to heaven, he knew that there would be times when disciples would need help and comfort and that he would not be there to give it to them. He told the disciples that he would ask his Father to send them another comforter who would stay with them forever. That is exactly what he did. He asked the Father, and he sent the Holy Spirit. God's Holy Spirit is with us in times of trouble. He is there to comfort and to guide us.

I don't know about you, but I am glad that Jesus asked God to send His Holy Spirit to comfort me when I am afraid or sick. My Teddy Bear may get lost, or become ragged and torn, but Jesus promised that the Holy Spirit would be with us forever.

We may outgrow our need for a Teddy Bear or a security blanket -- at least, we don't carry it around with us all the time -- but we never outgrow the need for the comfort and guidance of God's Holy Spirit.

Dear Father, we thank you for sending the Holy Spirit to be our comfort and our guide. In Jesus' name we pray. Amen.

-Used by permission, Sermons4kids





      









Gospel Acclamation: Alleluia. Those who love me will keep my word, and my Father will love them, and we will come to them and make our home with them.  Alleluia (John 14:23)
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THANK YOU NOTES: Give construction paper and markers, stickers, glitter, etc to each child to make a folded THANK YOU note to our Father for sending the Holy Spirit to be our comfort and our guide. Stand the Thank You Notes on a table or hang them on a wall  and read them together during your prayer time. 





BOOK COVER: Provide heavy card stock type of paper and cut to the size of a book or their Bible. Let children wrap the Bible or book with the colorful card stock paper and tape on the edges to SECURE the cover to the book. Then, they can decorate their book cover with words from today's lesson and today's Bible Verse, etc.
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Remember those who served on Memorial Day








“I will ask the Father.  And he will give you another 


Friend to help you and to be with you forever.”


John 14:16 (NIRV)
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