Nurturing Faith…
Every Day in Every Way
May 22, 2016
First Sunday after Pentecost
Proverbs 8:1-4, 22-31
Psalm 8
Romans 5:1-5
John 16:12-15

Gospel Acclamation: Alleluia. Holy, holy, holy is the Lord of hosts; God’s
glory fills the whole earth. Alleluia (Isa. 6:3)
I can't imagine taking a trip without a GPS to help me find the way — and I can't
imagine trying to navigate life's journey without the Holy Spirit to guide me. Whenever I
don't know which way to turn, I can always turn to God's Word and let the Holy Spirit be
my guide.
Heavenly Father, we are thankful that when our Lord Jesus went away, he sent the
Holy Spirit to be our helper, our teacher, and our guide in our daily journey. Help us to
follow his guidance. In Jesus' name we pray. Amen.
- Used by permission, sermons4kids

Our Spiritual GPS. Object: A GPS and a map.
How many of you know what a GPS is? GPS stands for Global Positioning System.
Many of us have a GPS in our car. If you have a smartphone, you may have a GPS
application on it. When you want to go somewhere, you put the address of the place where
you would like to go into your GPS, and it will give you turn-by- turn directions and put a
picture on the screen showing you how to get there. Isn't that amazing? How does it do
that? Well, first of all, the GPS device must have a map of the area where you are located
installed. Then it connects to satellites orbiting the earth and the satellites send back
information to the GPS which shows the directions on the screen.
That is amazing, but wait, there is even more. The GPS will help you find your way —
even if you get lost. If you make a wrong turn, the GPS will adjust the directions to get you
back on the right track. It tells you how fast you are going, how far it is to your destination,
and what time you will arrive!
In trying to find our way through life's journeys, God has given us a spiritual GPS to
guide us. That guide is the Holy Spirit. When we don't know what to do or which way to turn,
the Holy Spirit always points us in the right direction. Do you remember that I told you the
GPS needs a map to be able to show us the way? Well, that is true of our spiritual GPS as
well. The map we must follow in our daily life is the Bible. It is the map that shows us how to
live life in a way that is pure and good.
Some people rely on their feelings to help them make decisions. That's no good. Our
feelings may change from day-to-day, so they cannot be trusted to guide us in the right
direction. Besides, just because we feel good about something doesn't mean that it is the
right thing to do, does it? We can always trust the Bible to help us to make the right
decisions.
Some people look at what others are doing to help them make important decisions.
That is no good either. Just because everyone else is doing it doesn't mean that it is the
right thing to do. Tomorrow everyone might be doing something else.
Jesus knew that we needed help in making the right decisions in life. He promised
that God would send the Holy Spirit "to guide us in all truth." That means that the Holy Spirit
will help us to understand God's Word which always points us in the right direction. It points
us to Jesus who is "the Way, the truth, and the life."

BIBLE VERSE HUNT: Hide words from today's Bible verse. When the child finds a word,
tape it onto a poster board that will have GOD'S POSITIONING SPIRIT written at the top.
HOLY WORD PATH: Give the child paper and crayons and pencils to write today's Bible
verse in a path around a sheet of paper — as in a circle or a squiggly path, etc. The words
must be in the right order, but the path can go anywhere on the paper. Read the Bible
verse path.
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