Nurturing Faith…
Every Day in Every Way

Gospel Acclamation: Alleluia. Prepare the way of the Lord. All flesh shall
see the salvation of God. Alleluia (Luke 3:4-6)

December 04, 2016
Second Sunday of Advent
Isaiah 1:1-10
Psalm 72:1-7, 18-19
Romans 15:4-13
Matthew 3:1-12
Ready for the Christ Christmas Object: Christmas objects-decorations,
gifts, etc.
"Are you ready for Christmas?" You will hear that question many times over the next
several weeks. What do people mean when they ask that question? Well, they usually
mean is your Christmas tree up and your house decorated? Or have you finished your
Christmas shopping? Perhaps they mean have you written your annual Christmas letter or
sent out your Christmas cards? There are many things that come to our mind when
someone asks, "Are you ready for Christmas."
There is another question that we should be asking ourselves today. It is more
important than, "Are you ready for Christmas?" The more important question is, "Are you
ready for the Christ of Christmas?"
Many years ago, a man called John the Baptist preached about what it means to be
ready for Jesus. John the Baptist was a different kind of man. He wore clothes made of
camel's hair with a belt around the waist. His diet was rather unusual as well. He ate a diet
of locusts and wild honey. Do you know what a locust is? Many of us today might call it a
grasshopper. John the Baptist traveled throughout the wilderness of Judea. His message to
the people was, "Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is near."
Do you think people would listen to someone dressed in camel skins and eating
locusts and wild honey? Well, they did! People came to John the Baptist from all over the
entire area. They confessed their sins to God and were baptized by John in the Jordan
River.
After John baptized the people, he told them, "I baptize you with water for repentance.
But there is one coming who is more powerful than I. He will baptize you with the Holy
Spirit." Who do you think he was talking about? Right! He was talking about Jesus. John the
Baptist wanted the people to repent of their sins so that they would be ready for Jesus.
During this special season of the year, as we get ready for Christmas, you and I need
to make sure that we are ready for the coming of the Christ of Christmas. We need to look
into our hearts and ask God to make us clean so that we can walk with Jesus each day of
our life.
Dear Father, we want to be ready for the Christ of Christmas. Prepare our hearts for
his coming. In Jesus' name we pray, Amen.
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“BE READY CHRISTMAS” CARDS: Have the child cut out old Christmas cards and
make a card of their own on folded construction paper, with words from today's lesson to
BE READY FOR THE CHRIST of Christmas, or other ideas from the child. Have
Christmas stickers available, as well as markers and glitter glue for decoration.
CHRIST IN CHRISTMAS BELLS: Give the child a bell that has been traced and cut out.
Trim the bell with ribbon or yarn or Christmas string. Write words from today's Bible
lesson to KEEP CHRIST IN CHRISTMAS. Hang the bells from the wall or the ceiling in
their bedroom.

