Nurturing Faith…
Every Day in Every Way
September 11, 2016
Seventeenth Sunday after Pentecost

Gospel Acclamation: Alleluia. There is joy in the presence of the angels
of God over one sinner who repents. Alleluia (Luke 15:10)
Father, we are your children and you love each and every one of us. We are thankful
that you don't give up on us when we get lost. In Jesus' name we pray. Amen.
- Used by permission, sermons4kids

Exodus 32:7-14
Psalm 51:1-10 (1)
I Timothy 1:12-17
Luke 15:1-10
God’s Lost and Found. Object: A large box labeled “Lost and Found”
with items that children might lose.
Does your school have a "Lost and Found?" Kids are always losing things. Let's see
what we can find in our "Lost and Found" box.
Look! Here is a shoe. How in the world can a person lose one shoe?
Here's a pair of glasses. Now, how can a person who wears glasses do their
homework without their glasses?
Here's a nice pair of wool mittens. Maybe the person who lost these isn't too worried
about them right now, but when cold weather gets here, they will sure wish they knew where
they were.
Have you ever lost something that was really important to you? What did you do? I
imagine that you probably searched until you found what you had lost. In our Bible lesson
today, Jesus tells two stories about people who have lost something very important to them.
The first story Jesus told was about a man who had a hundred sheep. One of his
sheep strayed away from the flock and became lost. Every one of the man's sheep was
important to him, so he left the ninety-nine and went to search for the one lost sheep. When
he found it, he was so happy that he called all of his friends together and said, "Rejoice with
me; I have found my lost sheep."
Next, Jesus told a story about a woman who had ten silver coins. Each of the coins
was worth a day's wages. The woman counted her coins, "One, two, three, four, five, six,
seven, eight, nine. Oh no! I have lost one of my coins," she cried. Do you know what she
did? She turned on every light in the house, swept the floor, and searched until she found
the one lost coin. When she found the lost coin, she called all of her friends and neighbors
together and said, "Rejoice with me; I have found my lost coin."
Jesus told these two stories to demonstrate God's love for us. We are God's children,
but sometimes we get lost. When that happens, God doesn't give up on us. He searches for
us and he won't stop until we are found. In fact, the Bible tells us that God sent his son,
Jesus, to seek and save the lost. And just as the people in the story rejoiced when they
found what was lost, Jesus said, "There is rejoicing in the presence of the angels of God
over one sinner who repents."
I'm glad that God loves us so much that he doesn't give up on us when we get lost.

COIN ETCHING – Give each child a coin, a pencil and a piece of white paper. They can slip
the coin under the paper and etch the coin with the side of the pencil. (if pressed hard
enough with the side of the pencil, the etching will show the coin). Title the paper, Luke
15:10, as a remembrance of today's lesson.

